Highland & Argyll and Bute Regional Network

19th January   Meeting 5  Highlander  House

Attended

Maureen Cairney          Invergordon Albyn Residents
Steve Byrne                  Dalintober & Milknowe RTA

Michael Crowe             Cardross  TRA
Jennifer McLeod          West Alness Residents
Sonja Aitkin                  Kirkmicheal RTA
Isabell McLaughlan      Milton Albyn Housing Forum
Apologies

Arthur Harris

Attended

Kristy  Docherty   Scottish Government

Minutes of meeting 4

Approved

Proposed by Maureen Cairney

Seconded By Michael Crowe

No Matters arising.

Update Chairpersons meeting 4th December 2008
Protocol for selecting representatives was agreed. However there is now some disagreement.
There is another Chairs meeting on21 January. Rachael England offered to speak about the Affordable Housing paper again concern was expressed as to her attendance and it was decided she will now not speak to the Chairs.

Protocol will be discussed again at this meeting and hopefully a final outcome reached. The National Event in May is also on Agenda. We hope decisions will be made and adhered to.
Steve will report back. We are happy Steve is co-ordinating the first selection of representatives.

Research Consultation updates

1.  Eric Allen reported on Allocations
We discussed his report and look forward to the next.

2. Tenant Priorities Steve reported there will be a questionnaire and a focus group will be formed.

3. Tenant Priority Housing Regulator. Awaiting report.

4. Investment Reform. Lead developer was discussed at length. This is causing concern. Steve had a meeting with Linda Hay from ACHA.

Kristy suggested we look at the rural perspective in England. Steve will ask TPAS if they have any information as they work closely with TPAS England.

A paper on time off entitlement was given at the meting. Deadline for our input is 16th March. If we have any comments we will give them to Michael and he will respond on our behalf.
Website sub-group update.
Steve said website is well designed and accessible. We have been asked to put forward a Domain name. We suggested” joiningscotcommunites”

We have been asked to do an eighty word biography for our web page by the end of the month

AGM

Discussion about our AGM followed. Agreement was to have the AGM in Highlander House on 30th march 2009. We will arrange details at next meeting.

AOCB

Expenses were discussed. We suggested we open an account in the Regions Name and ask Scottish Government to pay expenses into it and the Treasurer will pay cash on the day. Scottish Government will still book hotels and travel when possible. We are sending an estimate of our expenses to Michael and he will ask for whatever is needed from Scottish Government.

Cash payment will be for travel, carers, mileage, meals and any other reasonable expenses agreed by committee.
Newsletter was discussed. As yet no volunteer has come forward.

Our thanks again to Steve for keeping us informed.

Next meeting will be in Highlander House on 22nd February at 10.30 am.

Meeting Closed.

