
Central Regional Network Minutes

Date:
6 May 2008
Venue:
Thistle House, Edinburgh
Present:
	Hugh McClung (Chair)
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Donald Budge
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Alex Lamb
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Moria Robertson
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Alistair Colquhoun
	Preston Area T&R Assoc.

	Therese Mullen
	LOBS T&R Assoc.

	Danny Mullen
	LOBS T&R Assoc.

	Susan Robertson
	Delphwood T&R Assoc.

	Helen Forrest
	Clackmannanshire T&R Fed.

	Geoff Morgan
	Breton & Corentin T&R Assoc.

	
	


In Attendance:

	Michael Boal
	Scottish Government

	
	


Apologies:

	Jean Murray
	Grangemouth Paragon T&R 

	Helen Campbell
	   Grangemouth Paragon T&R


	Item
	Subject Matter
	Action

	
	
	

	1.
	Welcome
	

	
	Hugh welcomed members to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minute of last meeting
	

	
	Minute of Committee Meeting held on 25 March was agreed on a motion by Susan Robertson seconded by Donald Budge.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	
	Michael advised that the Minister was willing to meet with all committee members of the Networks. Preparations were in hand, with a possible meeting date in early June. Letters of invitation would be sent to individual committee members. Donald requested that the 10 June be avoided if at all possible.
	Michael

	
	
	

	4.
	Conference Report
	

	
	Michael presented a draft publication re Inaugural AGM and Conference. Michael explained that publications were now taking longer to produce due to having to use a central requisition system. Members perused the report and agreed the following:
a) the photographs were very good but there could be a better layout;

b) a photograph of Moria to be inserted within the elected committee picture together with a short statement stating why she was unable to be in attendance on the day; 

c) a commentary on the day’s events should be added;
d) report should include relevant quotes;
e) final copies should be sent to all member RTOs as soon as possible.
	Michael

	
	
	

	5.
	Regional Networks
	

	
	Hugh suggested the committee should give some thought to establishing links with the other regional networks. It was noted that some of the networks had only recently had their inaugural AGM and therefore it would be more appropriate to wait a little time or at least until after the meeting with the Minister.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Committee Cooption
	

	
	Hugh informed members that he had been advised by Michael that Vic Askey (Cairnpapple Area Committee, West Lothian) had intimated his willingness to be considered for cooption to the Network Committee. Hugh also advised that before any cooption could take place the committee require considering any constitutional implications together with the need for an electoral process to deal with such occurrences.
Michael stated he had discussed the request with Anne Cook and she had advised that members consider inviting Vic to attend committee meetings as an observer in the first instance. 

Members discussed the likely outcomes arising from a decision to co-opt additional members, and resolved:

a) to invite Vic to attend as an observer in the meantime;

b) to advise Vic to obtain a written statement from Cairnpapple Area Committee supporting his adoption;
c) to await Cairnpapple’s response before making a formal decision re Vic’s adoption or otherwise;
d) to consider the whole matter of cooption further.
	Danny

	
	
	

	7.
	Draft Standing Orders
	

	
	Copies of draft Standing Orders prepared by Danny were presented for the Committee’s consideration. Danny advised that he had taken account of Hugh’s proposals and had included them into the current draft. 
Members discussed and amended parts 1-5 of the draft proposals. Due to time constraints further consideration was adjourned until the next meeting. A revised draft copy of amended parts 1-5 are affixed as appendix to the minute.  
	All

	
	
	

	8.
	Future Meetings
	

	
	Members made an attempt to draw up a calendar of future meetings but due to the upcoming holiday period it was agreed to consider it further in September. 

Members agreed the next meeting should be held in Falkirk on Tuesday 17 June 2008.  Geoff agreed to arrange a suitable venue and organise catering.
	Geoff

	
	
	

	9.
	RTO Updates
	

	
	a) Stirling Tenants Assembly (STA) – Moria reported that she had visited Linlithgow to observe the operation of ‘One Stop Shops’. Hugh also reported that Stirling Council had agreed to have an information stand re tenant issues at future events.
b) Clackmannan T&R – Helen advised that a successful joint Council/RSL Tenants Conference had been held.
c) West Lothian – Danny reported that tenants and staff were involved in reviewing the TP Strategy.

d) Preston T&R – Alistair reported that Preston Group were about to have their AGM. He identified a recurring problem faced by many groups, i.e., not enough tenants were willing to become involved. However, the likely consequence for his group is that if no tenants become members West Lothian will withdraw their funding.
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Agenda Points 
	

	
	a) Members agreed to continue consideration of parts 6-16 of the draft Standing Orders.

b) Members agreed to consider difficulties faced by local groups that do not have tenants’ members.   
	Danny/Hugh

	
	
	

	11.
	Next Meeting
	

	
	Next meeting will be held in a venue in Falkirk on Tuesday 17 June, 2008 at 11am.
	All
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