



Minutes of BEEM Committee Meeting Held at Victoria Quay

On 18th August 2008 at 1.00pm

Present
Tina Beattie                               North Bughtlin  TA

Harry Sunderland (Treas)         Edinburgh Tenants Federation

Kath Beaton (Sec)                    Bannerfield T& R A

Jim Maryniak (Chair)               Eskview T&R A
Catherine Mc Arthur                East Lothian  T & R  Panel

Jeanette Boyd                          Windsor Park  T & R A

Ellen Robertson                       Midlothian Tenants Forum

Elaine Ferguson                       Midlothian  Tenants  Forum

Michael Boal                           Scottish Government
Apologies

Lillias Reid


     Midlothian Tenants forum
Gerry Moss (vice chair)        Waverley Tenants Organisation

Minutes of Last meeting

Corrections ; 

· Harry pointed out that his name had been spelt incorrectly

· Jim also pointed out that he had been proposed by Eskview Tenants and Residents Association not East Lothian Tenants and Residents Panel.

· Jim asked for a statement included in the minute to clarify the procedure used to elect Harry on to the committee had been approved by the Electoral reform services.
· Tina lodged a formal complaint against James Bennett ( minute stated she submitted a letter )
· A request was made to number pages of the minutes

Minutes approved as a true record with the above changes

Matters Arising

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to James Bennett stating the reasons for his expulsion,                                              Action M.B.
It was also clarified that letters of thanks had been sent to steering group members who had not been elected to regional committee.

Feedback from regional committee members event in Glasgow
Jim gave a brief description of what had happened at the event in Glasgow for the sake of the members who couldn’t attend, a lot of discussion was around the right to buy and the use of the Housing revenue account, the official report was not available at this stage.

A complaint was received regarding a racial statement made in the dining room by a member from another region the committee took a strong view on this and agreed to approach Anne Cook  regarding a complaints procedure.                                                        Action J.M
Standing Orders
A paper on standing orders produced by region 4 was tabled Standing Orders - Application, alteration and suspension, members were asked to take this away and read through in particular the section on suspensions expulsions and appeals and bring any suggestions to tighten up our code of conduct back to the next meeting.

Resources for committee members

A long discussion took place regarding what was available for committee members, the committee are constantly told the funding is available to ensure the smooth running of the networks but it proves to be difficult to obtain basic requirements such as stationery, several suggestions were made as to what equipment we should request including Pens and Pencils Minute books Notepads Ring binders / folders Laptops with a live internet connection to guarantee communication between committee, would also allow contact with other regions would also reduce stationery requirements Printers / scanner Printer paper Ink cartridges Office space  Training identified in the training needs analysis request to be made to Anne Cook  to clarify what is available.                                  Action J.M.

Communication strategy
 A short discussion took place and it was agreed that we should develop a strategy detailing how we want to communicate with  each other and the members we represent,  Michael issued copies of strategies other groups had developed members were asked to read through them to get an understanding of what we would like to develop
A suggestion was made to communicate with other regions to try and identify if they were experiencing similar difficulties to ourselves Jim to contact Anne Cook to check possibility.                                                    

                                                                                                         Action J.M.
Homeless and Wider use of the private rented sector.

A consultation paper was tabled but due to the tight timescale for response we decided as a committee we could not commit to respond as a group but any individuals could respond if they choose.

Agenda Items for next meeting

· Apologies 

· Minutes of last meeting

· Matters arising

· Resources for committee

· Standing orders

· Communication strategy

· Report from Glasgow event if available
· Committee vacancies

· Agenda items for next meeting

· AOCB and round up from local areas

· Date of next meeting.

Any other business.

Michael asked what should be printed on business cards and headed paper, it was decided that paper should be headed but left blank at the bottom and business cards for chair and secretary should be personalised but others should be left blank so as all members could complete with their own details.
East Lothian Tenants panel informed the group that they be holding their AGM on the 25th August at John Muir House in Haddington all were welcome.

Jim thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting
Date of next Meeting 22nd September venue to be confirmed.
PAGE  
1

