
Minutes of Region 6 meeting at Auchenleck Meeting  05-02-09.

 

Those present:

Hugh Wilson Fraser, Chair, Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald A, Ritchie, Secretary, Dryfe TARA.

Jim Hendry, South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Janet Steele, Bellsbank TARA.

Janet Gemmel, West Drive, Tenants Assoc.

Anne Cameron, Treetops TARA.

Joanne Wilson, Annan TARA.

Mark Hemphill, Riccarton West Tenants & Residents Group.

Frank Dawson, Gauchalland TARA.

Allison Devaney, Annbank TARA.
Ann Marie Stanley, Tenants Rights & Participation.

Rachel England, Affordable Housing Investment, Reform Team.

 

Apologies From
Bill Martin, Dalbeattie TARA.

Linda Thomson, Newton TARA

 

Hugh opened the meeting, and thanked everyone for coming out in such weather.

He then introduced Rachel England, Affordable Housing Investment, Reform Team.

Rachel was invited to present the detail of the Government’s consultation document ‘Affordable Housing Investment Reform’, which followed on from  ‘Firm Foundations – the Future of Housing in Scotland.  

RSL,s What they are doing,-good practice.

Credit Crunch, lenders providing less funds and charging more for the amount lent.

lenders money will be given to fewer select borrowers.

Conveince Lenders,  A case for reform.

Ministers- Want more time, to think about situation. Open minded to0 this reform.

Consultation Paper,  Role of Local Authorities, Strategic Role.

Strengthen the changes over the past two years.

Agree with Local Authority, what their priorities are, e.g What Land is available.

House,s needed where required and not to get lost in the planning process.

 

Bset value for RSL,s. Awaiting the veiws from COSLA, over the next two weeks.

lead Developers, are the key to to regionial approval.

How do we get there, two stages, PQ, Criteria,-all RSL,s will be invited to apply.

PQ, is important, before applying for grants.

Pre-qualification.

Consortia- Grouping of RSL,s, to gether is good practice.

Encourage RSL,s to start to think about this.

 Issue,s to consider.

RSL,s Not sure in their minds how it will work for them.

Paper will be there to advice on how to reach targets.

Where & when it should be built.

To support new developments, what skills do staff have. That is the future.

 

Funding.

There should be a reporting back method on how well developers are doing.

Ownership & management of the homes, section 66 ? empty properties.

 

Bidding.

Each Region, bid for subsidies, for these houses needed. Clarification of ownership/management.

Lead Developers, want to be regonised, for long term development.

Aggreement Consortia, on how all will work together.

What is in it for Lead Developer. Recognistion of Leaders, for front of leadership and good practice.

Will be more focused, with Local Authority & Government.

Timetables.

Jim.

Will English Companies be allowed to bid in Scotland.?

Council House,s, Not getting enough funding, from Government, thus the rents are pushed up.

Scottish Government, pay only 25% funding.

 

Rachel.

There will be gaps that will require filling in.

One area- there are up to 20 RSL,s. Look carefully at how many associations  they are working with.

It is felt there is a local pole to work with. Criteria- Is very important, in this consultation.

 

Hugh.   Socila rent or shared equity,?.

 

Rachel.   Poor private rented accommodation.

Homeless-ness.  Different types of accommodation for different people.

Local Authority Investment.  Local Authority were given a loan ( not a grant) to build new homes.

 

Any new homes- £25,000 grant, given by Government, for each new home.

Local Authority, With biggar waiting list/debt, will they get a bigger grant?

 

Janet,   Totally against LD, building homes that stand out, affordable and for sale.

What have D&G, Lanarkshire and Ayrshire have in comman?, Not got the land for building new home on.

 

Rachel,   English RSL,s will not be able to bid for grants to build new homes.

Land Banking & Equity.

 

Mark,   Plan- is managing. There is still a large culture of renting from local authority.

 

Rachel,   £1.5 billion Ponds for affordable housing.

 

Hugh,  Stop the right to buy, for all new homes being built.

 

Hugh, thanked Rachel for her time and presentation.

 

Region 6, ordinary meeting.

Minutes, proposed by janet Steele and 2nd by Janet Gemmell.

Frank has agreed to take on the rols of treasurer.

There will be three signatures for the cheques, as follows, Frank, Hugh and Ronald.

We will be using the Bank of Scotland.

There will be a meeting arranged for us to attend the bank?.

 

Protocol.

AGM, Ann Cook, two issues,

Places are limited, there can be three (3) representatives from each RTO, for the AGM.

There is one ( 1) vacancy in each local authority ?.

Ronald, Bill Hugh & Joanne to be nominated.

Sorry to report, Linda Thomson, Feels the region meeting are not for her anymore.

 

AGM.

 We will stcky labels for folks names when they register for the AGM.

Our Two Janets will be on the door to welcome the folks attending the AGM.

Hugh will make the welcome speech and give a short introduction. Hugh will then give a report on the work to date  of Region 6.

What we are working on-  Constitution, Housing Bill, Firm Foundation etc.

Report on Allocations Board.  Tenants Priorities.

It was agreed there should be a sub committee to prepare for the AGM,

Sub Committee will be = Hugh, Ann Cameron, Jim & Ronald who will meet on the 3rd March 2009, at Auchenleck, 11am.

 

Further Meetings, AGM 19th March 2009.  Region 6 meeting Auchenleck 16th April 10=30am

 

AOCB.

This committee decides who attends meetings.

Learning needs, More proposals on same to follow.

Web-Site   Will be set up in May 2009.

Hover your mouse on Region 6 for information to come up.

Home Page, South West Region.

One thing for this Region that stands out.

The Home Coming== Robbie Burns.

 

Ann-Marie.

One failing in 2001 Housing Act, It is not manatory to have a TPO ( Tenant Particapation Officer)

Lots will be on the web site.

Ann Will sent out allocation policy.

Meeting closed at 1-10pm

The Chair again thanked all for attending, and wished every one a safe journey home.

 

Ronald   16th feb 2009.

 


