Minutes of the Northern Lights Regional Committee held on
Thursday 19th February 2009 Johnstone House, Aberdeen
Present:

Eric Allan 


Hazlehead Residents’ Association (Chair)       EA
Charles French

Lossiemouth Tenants’ Forum (Vice Chair)       CF
Helen McPherson

Tenants’ Service Review Group (Secretary)    HM
Stanley Green

Thistle & Windmill T&R Association
         SG
Lynda Spink


Association of Residents Cliffburn 
          LS




And Hayshead 

Diana Foxcroft

FRANRA




          DF
In Attendance

Michael Boal


Scottish Government


        MB
Apologies
Heather Anderson

Moray Tenants’ Core Group (Treasurer)
         HA
William McArthur

TRANG




         WM

19th February Agenda
1. Apologies

2. Minutes of previous meeting

3. Matters Arising 

4. Response Letter to Shona Robison MSP

5.
Chairpersons Meeting 21st January – Update

6.
Ongoing Research/Consultation Update (if available)
i. Allocations 

ii. Sounding Board- Tenant priorities

iii. Tenant Priorities Research Advisory Group 
iv. Investment Reform Consultation-Affordable Housing
7.   Web-site Sub Group Update – Charles

I. Committee Biographies

II. Domain Name
8.   AGM Planning

9.    AOCB

10.  Forward meeting schedule

	Item
	Subject
	Action

	1.
	Apologies and Introductions
Apologies were received from Heather Anderson HA and Willie McArthur WM.

	

	2.
	Minutes of Meeting Held on 11th 2008 
The minutes were checked for accuracy and as a true reflection, SG raise the following point and asked for the minutes to be amended to read:
Item 6 – “The meeting was informed by SG that at a meeting held in Woodhill House, on 4th October, Colin McKenzie, Aberdeenshire Council’s new CEO………”
The minutes were then accepted: 

Proposed  - SG
Seconded – CF

	

	3.
	Matters Arising from Meeting of 11th  2008 
There were no issues raised under matters arising:

	

	4.
	Response Letter to Shona Robison MSP
The letter was presented to the meeting by HM.  The consensus was that the letter was an accurate representation of the misgivings the committee had with the initial reply, from the minister, to the question raise on Free Nursing and Personal Care in Scotland and an increase in charging thresholds for support care.

	


	5.
	Chairpersons/Secretaries Meeting – 21st January 2009 
The committee were informed by EA and HM on the issues discussed at the meeting: 
· A presentation had been given by Rachel England from the Affordable Housing Investment Reform Team, about the content of the consultation on affordable housing.  A number of questions were asked but, the general opinion of the meeting was that the paper was ill advised and poorly constructed

· A decision was reached on delegated authority of outgoing and incoming chair of chairs/secretaries meetings on setting of agendas and inviting guest speakers

· The date of the full meeting for regional committees was set for 12th May and a sub group set up to put in place the programme for the meeting

· The selection process for representatives to sit on Scottish Government Advisory Groups was accepted for a trial period

· Reporting procedures were agreed for representatives on the advisory groups and,

· The date of the next meeting was set for 8th April, in Glasgow/


	

	6.
	Ongoing Research/Consultation Update
Allocations Policy Advisory Group  - EA informed the group that a second meeting had taken place on 23rd January with four papers being considered:
· Paper 1 Broad Concepts – which dealt with “balancing communities”,  “local lettings initiatives”, ”sensitive lettings” and “best use of housing stock” 

· Paper 2 Specialist RSLs – which dealt with the ageing population and the problem with specialist RSLs having stock for general allocation

· Paper 3 Access to Housing Support – which dealt with care and support needs, care and support provision, the need to ensure that support packages are in place before the uptake of tenancy and information to tenants on all packages and benefits available and,
· Paper 4 Performance Information and Evidence – which dealt information gathered during the allocations process and whether

Sounding Board Tenants’ Priorities – the sounding board had completed their process and IPSOS Mori would take the process further.

Tenant Priorities Research Advisory Group – This group had so far met on one occasion and set out the brief and terms of reference for the group.

Investment Reform Consultation, Affordable Housing – The committee was aware that this was the ongoing consultation which will be completed by 17th March.  There will be briefing sessions held throughout Scotland and the committee were in agreement that returns could either be on behalf of their RTOs and also a personal assessment.

	

	7.
	Web-site Sub Group Update
CF in formed the group that the URL (Universal Research Location) which provides the name and address of the web-site had given them problems at the last meeting.  The one wanted was not available and none of the suggestions made were appropriate.  It was decided to look again at the original suggestion and this time it was available and Whitespace purchased it immediately.  The URL is now Regional Networks and/or Regional Network as both names have been purchased.

The site map was available and everyone had an opportunity to study it, the mock up of the home page of the site and the home page of the Northern Lights Region.

Initial information will be put on by Whitespace and will include brief profiles of the members of the committee.  All the members details are already held from the entries in the first newsletter and any updates should be done now.  (everyone was happy with their profile)
More information may be required from time to time over the next couple of months as the work is ongoing and updates are necessary

The regional network website will be launched by the minister at the national conference in May.

CF asked the committee whether or not they were happy with their profiles and all agreed they were happy with the content.


	

	8.
	AGM Planning 
The date, 18th April 12.30 to 16.30, and venue, the Town and County Hall were confirmed and the committee decided to set the agenda once nominations, amendments to the constitution and uptake on the invitations were returned.

	

	9
	AOCB

There were no matters raised.
	


	10
	Forward Meeting Schedule

The date of the next meeting would be 26th March to consider the returns for the conference.
	


