
Meeting Number 6
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 20th February, 10.30am, 2009 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Lynne Palmer 
	Perth City T&R Association 
	LP

	Rita Smart – left at 10.45am
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith – left at 10.45am
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC


In attendance:

	Michael Boal
	Scottish Government 
	MB


Apologies:

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	AB

	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CK


Absent:

	Claire Ramsey
	Abertay Residents Association
	CR


	Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minute of Previous meeting
Errors to be corrected from previous minutes: none
Minutes were proposed by Tom Allan and seconded by Rita Smart
	

	3.
	Matters Arising
The skills & Experience forms were handed out to be completed and returned to Janice manzur by all the committee.  Rita Smart and Rena Smith are to be emailed a copy of the Skills & Experience forms.

6. Michael Boal is to email Anne Cooks letter to Rena Smith.

7. The prices for the AGM venues given so far are:

Queens Hotel, Dundee – unwilling to take booking as during wedding season

Apex Hotel, Dundee :  for 35 head on 13th June 2009

              Conference room – Melbourne £350

               Breakout room - £125 each

                Tea & Coffee on arrival - £2.95 per head

                Finger Buffet - £8.95 per head

                Sandwiches etc. - £6.95 per head

This works out at appx £26 per head when choosing Finger Buffet.

Hilton Hotel, Dundee – for 35 head on 13th June

               Conference rooms 

               Tea & Coffee on arrival

               Extra Breakout room

               Tea & Coffee at end

                2 course lunch

This works out at appx. £43.30 per head or £37 per head without    Tea & Coffee at the end.

Dean Park Hotel, Kirkcaldy – fully booked

The Beveridge Park Hotel, Kirkcaldy – full booked

Rothes Hall, Glenrothes – has travel issues as will cost about £12 each way in a taxi from the Local Train station (Kirkcaldy)
Day delegate rate
The following rates are for Carnegie Hall, the Lochgelly Centre and Rothes Halls. They vary according to the number of delegates as follows: 

· 25-49 delegates: £25 for each delegate, including VAT 

· 50-99 delegates: £20.50 for each delegate, including VAT 

· 100 delegates or more: £17 for each delegate, including VAT 

The price covers:

· room hire, including: 

· Room set-up 

· Overhead screen 

· Flipcharts 

· Pens or pencils and pads 

· TV and video 

· Iced water and mints 

· tea, coffee and biscuits on arrival 

· tea, coffee and Danish pastry mid-morning 

· finger buffet lunch with tea, coffee and home-baked pastries at lunchtime 

· tea, coffee and biscuits at mid-afternoon 

Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy – awaiting quote as manager is on holiday.
The committee felt the best value for money so far was the Apex in Dundee.
	ALL
JM

MB

	4.
	Correspondence
1. Letter received regarding section 11 New Homeless Act.  This was advised to the committee
2. Email received – report on Tenant Priority Research Advisory Group.  This was read out to the committee.  Michael Boal advised what the TP Research Advisory group is and does.  In the future a further focus group will be set up and nominees will be asked for.  The IPSIS Mori questionnaire had been sent out.
3. Letter received from Lynne Palmer with a question for the sounding board for Rena Smith – forwarded on and copy sent back to sender sent.

4. Email received from Eric Allan with questions from Region 5 Committee.  This was discussed.  The answer for all questions was no.

5. Letter sent to Claire Ramsay regarding non-attendance. I was agreed that Claire Ramsay is deemed to be resigned from the committee as per the constitution.
6. Email received containing “The Peoples Voice”, the Central Regional Networks Newsletter.  This was shown around the committee
7. Letter received from TRAG re: Nominations for an Advisory Board.  Lynne Palmer is interested and Janice Manzur is to call the relevant person and advise them.  The letter from TRAG is to be emailed to our members and also sent out with the minutes.

8. Letter sent to David Chalmers to advise next meeting and to request a bio paragraph – a response was received from David Chalmers who will be attending meeting on 20th Feb and who gave his bio paragraph.

	JM

MB

	5.
	AGM

It was agreed to leave this to the next meeting as only 4 of the committee was present.
	

	6.


	Chairs meeting Feedback – Rita Smart
Rita Smart and Janice Manzur attended the Chairs/Secretaries meeting.  A report was submitted by Rita Smart and read out.  A copy to be sent with the minutes.
A subgroup for the May 12th 2009 conference was agreed by the Chairs and met in February.  Minutes were received and are available to any who wish to see them.  The programme and booking forms were handed out and are to be completed and sent back to Janice Manzur as soon as possible.


	MB
ALL

	7.

	Web site meeting Feedback – Janice Manzur
A brief synopsis of the minutes of this meeting was read out.  A copy of the proposed layout of the website was handed out for the committee to see and it was advised that the website name will be www.regionalnetworks.co.uk/www.regionalnetwork.co.uk.  The minutes are to be send out to all in the minutes.  Janice Manzur to send them to Michael Boal.
 
	MB


	8.


	Secretaries Training Day Feedback – Janice Manzur
Janice Manzur feedback on the training day, saying it went well.  

The Training Needs analysis has been done on the 3 trial Regions and Michael Boal handed out a Training needs solutions form which is to be completed and send back to Janice Manzur as soon as possible.
	ALL

	9.
	Tayforth Communications Subgroup – discussion and decision required

This was agreed to be left to the next meeting for the same reason as no. 5.  However Lynne Palmer volunteered to be on this subgroup.  

Michael Boal to send the letter template and logo for Region 3 to Janice Manzur
	

	10.
	Ongoing Research/Consultation Update

a) Allocations Working Group – Eric Allan Handout

b) Tenant Priorities Research Advisory group – report 1st meeting Tina Beattie Handout – Already discussed in Correspondence 2.

c) Consultation – Standing for office – time off entitlements – Handout already given at previous meeting

d) Sounding board on modernising Social Housing Regulation – Rena Smith – not done as Rena Smith left meeting at 10.45am. 
	

	11.
	Tayforth Issued the committee wish to take further – further discussion – time permitting
· . What is the definition of “Affordable Housing”

A discussion was held and it was agreed that this was a question which needs to be raised at the next National meeting in May.

· Environmental issue – Fortnightly Bin uplifts

· Environmental issue – Special uplifts

A discussion was held on the bin uplifts and David Chalmers noticed the amount of rubbish at a roundabout in Dundee.  It was advised that Fife is now looking at monthly uplifts.  Lynne Palmer is to ask Maureen Smith if there is an issue on bins in the Perth area to see if this is just local or if there is a regional issue 

· More social housing – new build for both council and housing associations

Not discussed

· Anti-social behaviour
Not discussed
It was agreed that all the above items need to be taken to the next Chairs/Secretaries meeting and asked to see if the issues are local or regional.  Janice Manzur to raise this at the next Chairs/Secretaries meeting in April.

David Chalmers raised the issue that he has had two calls regarding rent arrears when his receipt states he is a week ahead.  He was advised to go to the housing office and query this as it is a local issue.


	LP

JM

	12.

	AOCB

a) Lynne Palmer attended the TPAS briefing – Investing in Affordable Housing.  She feels that there are uncertainties in the document and concerns were raised at the briefing she attended.  It was identified that ther3e would be issues and advised that the whole document need not be completed, just to answer the questions relevant to the individual Tenants & Residents Group.  Lynne Palmer thanked the committee for the help.
b) Lynne Palmer advised that she had applied to TRAG to be a tenant assessor but was unsuccessful.

c) The concordat was handed out for viewing and Michael Boal to send a copy out with the minutes.

d) Janice Manzur advised that she does not receive the minutes from the Chairs/Secretaries meetings and asked to be included.  Michael to ensure she is included.

e) It was agreed that the issue of complete ring-fending of the HRA is to be included in the issues that the committee wish to take forward.

f) David Chalmers raised that Residents (Owners) only groups seem to be funded by the HRA ad feels this should not be.  Is this an issue in all regions?  This is to be taken to the next Chairs/Secretaries meeting and raised as an issue.

g) It was advised that Kristy Docherty’s position had been advertised and generated a lot of interest and that the post should be filled shortly.  In the meantime Michael Boal is the Scottish Government point of contact and will be attending our meetings.  If there any issues, please contact Michael Boal.


	MB
MB


	13.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 20th MARCH AT 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE. 
	



