Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 9
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 22nd May, 10.30am, 2009 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Lynne Palmer 
	Perth City T&R Association 
	LP

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS

	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

None
Absent:

N/a
	Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minute of Previous meeting
Errors to be corrected from previous minutes – typographical errors as per written on copy of minutes.
Minutes were proposed by Rita Smart and seconded by Tom Allan.

	SMc


	3.
	Matters Arising
Mail was sent to Maureen Smith, However it was sent via her association and does not seem to be handed to her.  Can it be possible to send mail direct to her.  It was advised that all paperwork for the AGM should go directly to the secretary of the association and then it is that secretary’s responsibility to hand any correspondence to the relevant person.  The correspondence issue for Maureen Smith was discussed and the advice given was to speak to own TRA regarding this.

	

	4.
	Correspondence 
A. Draft Housing Bill received.  This was discussed and it was agreed to provide a response as a region.  A date to be arranged for a separate meeting at the end of the meeting – this was agreed to be Friday 10th  July at Endeavour House, Dundee.  Susan McLellan to arrange the room.
B. TIS/TPAS housing bill tenants conference was discussed and the dates handed out.  It was advised that the date for Perth was fully booked.  However it seems that there are more wishing to attend.  This was discussed but no decision made.

C. An email from Anne Bailey regarding who will be the contact for the website correspondence.  It was agreed that the secretary would be the contact.  This is Janice Manzur at this time.
	SMc


	5.
	AGM
This will be held from 10.30 – 3pm with setup at 9am.  A draft of the Agenda was shown and there have been no changes to our draft constitution received.  There are no nominations for the committee as yet but Janice Manzur informed the committee that one should be en-route for Fife.  It was agreed that each committee person would try to drum up attendance for the AGM via their Feds/RTOs.  The quorum required is 15% present this means that 10 groups need to be represented and a minimum of 25 attendees are required.  There will be a workshop, with the group split into 2.  Facilitators and scribes will be required.  These are:
Facilitators:  Rena Smith & Janice Manzur

Scribes: Lynne Palmer & Cathy McKenzie

The menu was given & read out and the 2nd menu was agreed upon but to be changed slightly if possible, change the tomato & Basil soup to the potato & leek and perhaps an alternative to soup such as orange juice.  Also to add a salad.  Also instead of tea/coffee, that there be a soft drink alternative.  The final numbers attending will be required by Susan McKenzie by 9th June.  Janice Manzur to send these by 8th June.


	JM

	6.
	Housing Bill Consultation

See correspondence A.
	

	7.
	Tayforth Issued the committee wish to take further – further discussion

· What is the definition of “Affordable Housing”

A paragraph was read out regarding affordable housing but it was agreed that this was not a definition, just a description.  It was agreed that this be brought up and fed back in the housing bill.  This was discussed in detail.

· Environmental issue – Fortnightly Bin uplifts

· Environmental issue – Special uplifts

Emails have been received from the other Regions regarding Fortnightly uplifts. This was discussed in depth.  It was agreed to take it back to the Chairs/Secretaries meeting to ask for a letter from all regions to the Scottish Minister regarding this.

· More social housing – new build for both council and housing associations

Not discussed
· Anti-social behaviour
              Dundee has an ASB team.  They used to deal solely with          

              council tenants but are now dealing with private residents.  

              However they have allegedly received funs from the 

              Government for this.  This was discussed.  Also discussed 

              was laminate flooring in upstairs properties in how it is  

              against the tenancy but not enforceable by law.
· Complete ring fencing of the HRA
This was discussed.  It was advised that any examples of spending outwith the HRA with HRA monies was to be sent to Janice Manzur as soon as possible.  Gerald Casey had requested these examples at the previous Chairs/Secretaries meeting.  Any examples to be sent to Janice Manzur by middle of June.

	RS

ALL

	8.
	Newsletter

A draft copy of the newsletter was handed out by Rena Smith.  There were two quotes received, one for £148 and one for £170.  However the dearer quote was the quickest to be printed.  It was agreed to use the dearer quote due to time restraints.  A change to the newsletter was suggested – change meet monthly to add in “at this time”.  This was agreed.  Tom Allans name was incorrect and to change the network website and remove coma.  General feedback for the newsletter is that it was well done.
	RS

	9.


	AOCB

a) Maureen Smith stated she had received a letter regarding being late for 43p for the council tax.  She alleged that the council had admitted a problem with the computers and they had sent these out by mistake.
b) Raised an issue for FFotra regarding AHIP.  Handout was given and discussed.  It was agreed to write a letter to Alex Neil regarding the drop in money to Fife.  Janice Manzur to draft  and forward onto Rena Smith to sign and agree.  Discussed new build housing and how they are built and the drop in HA funds & loans and the impact on housing.

c) Cathy McKenzie – Applications for Lochee High Street funding was in and the council was asking for support for this bid for funding.  This was discussed and a letter of support was requested for the bid.  This was agreed.  Cathy McKenzie to let Janice Manzur know the details so the letter may be written.

d) David Chalmers – Perth & Kinross have started their rent consultation early.  Feedback is that no-one else has started yet.

e) Lynne Palmer – Put in a question on the Scottish Short Secure Tenancy, it will be raised at the next Chairs/ Secretaries meeting.

f) Tom Allan – A leaflet for a Holyrood conference was shown to all.

g) Janice Manzur – Her own draft copy of the chairs/secretaries meeting minutes in April was put out for the committee to view.


	JM

CM

JM

RS

	7.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 19th JUNE AT 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.   
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