Central Region Network Committee – 17 February, 2009

Minute Number:
8

Venue:
County Buildings, Linlithgow, West Lothian
Present:

	Therese Mullen (Chair)
	LOBS Tenants and Residents Association

	Danny Mullen
	LOBS Tenants and Residents Association

	Alex Lamb
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Jack Hardman
	Clackmannanshire Tenants and Residents Federation

	Susan Robertson
	Delphwood Tenants and Residents Association

	Helen Forrest
	Clackmannanshire Tenants and Residents Federation

	Moira Robertson
	Strathfillan Housing Group

	Helen Campbell
	Paragon Tenants and Residents Association

	Jean Murray
	Paragon Tenants and Residents Association


In Attendance:

	Michael Boal
	Scottish Government TP Development Team

	Alex Scobbie
	Braes Banchory Residents Association, Clacks.

	Isobel McCabe
	LOBS Tenants and Residents Association, West Lothian

	Jean Faulds
	LOBS  Tenants and Residents Association, West Lothian

	Alison Kerr
	Five Sisters Area Committee, West Lothian

	John Aitken
	Cairnpapple Area Committee, West Lothian

	Dyann Weir
	TP Officer, West Lothian Council


Apologies:

	Geoff Morgan
	Breton & Corentin Court Tenants and Residents Association

	Donald Budge
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Hugh McClung 
	Stirling Tenants Assembly

	Mae Barker
	


	Agenda Item
	Subject Matter
	Action

	1.


	Welcome

Therese welcomed members and guests to the meeting. Therese also, on behalf of all members, expressed the sincere hope that Paul’s condition would begin to improve. She expressed the hope that Hugh would soon be able to recommence his duties as chair.   

	

	2.
	Minute of Previous Meeting

Minute of meeting held on 13 January was approved on a motion by Jean and seconded by Helen.

	

	3.

3.1


	Matters arising

Michael distributed a list of training opportunities being made available to members. He requested that each member take a few minutes to identify their personal preferences/priorities. Members agreed to identify individual preferences/priorities and return their completed form to Michael at close of meeting.

	Michael



	4.

4.1
4.2

4.3

4.4


	Correspondence
Letter from Alex Scobbie (Braes & Banchory Residents Association) requesting additional copies of The Peoples Voice. Danny reminded members of their previous decision that 6 copies of the newsletter was to be distributed to each member RTO. Michael apologised for this omission and advised he would ensure additional copies would be made available for uplift by RTO members attending the AGM. He would also ensure that 6 copies of all future editions are distributed to all member RTOs.
Letter from Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) advising they were seeking nominations from regional network tenants to fill vacancies on the Tenants Regulation Advisory Group (TRAG). Therese advised that she was a member of TRAG and that SHR were attempting to recruit tenants from a wider geographical spread in order to ensure a more balanced national advisory group. Members acknowledged that as Therese was already a member of TRAG it was appropriate to encourage recruitment from other unrepresented areas. 
Letter from Housing and Regeneration Directorate (HRD) advising of commencement of section 11 of the Homelessness etc (Scotland) Act 2003. Section 11 places a new duty on landlords – both RSLs and private landlords - to notify the relevant local authority when they start court proceedings to repossess a tenant’s home. This new duty to report court repossession proceedings begins on April 1.
Letter from Tenants Priorities Team (TPT) advising of a number of forthcoming events:

· Investing in Affordable Housing: A Consultation;
· Regional Network Event to be held in May 2009;
· TPT will pay the membership fees of a nominated committee member – one from each of the 9 Regional Networks – to become tenant members of the Chartered Institute of Housing; and
· TPAS and TIS have been engaged to hold information events for tenants on the forthcoming Housing Bill Consultation.


	Michael

Noted

Noted

Noted



	5.
5.1

5.1.1
5.1.2
5.1.3

5.2
5.2.1
	Reports from Working Groups & Network Meetings
Website Group

Michael advised the domain name to be adopted is www.regionalnetworks.org.uk
Members were reminded that they should provide a profile for inclusion on the website.
Michael advised that he would take photographs of members at the AGM and these would be added to the website.

Chairs and Secretaries Meeting on 21 January 2009

Danny presented a briefing note to members on the discussions at the meeting. Discussions revolved around a number of key issues, including:

· Presentation by Rachel England on the Investment in Affordable Housing Consultation;
· A simplified model for a protocol for Networks consultation;

· A confirmed date for the Regional Networks Conference – 12 May 2009;

· Setting up of a sub-group to organise the Regional Networks Conference – Jim Maryniak (Chair) region 6, Eric Allen region 2, Rita Smart region 3 and Danny Mullen region 4.

· Future Chairs and Secretaries meetings to be held on 8 April and 8 July. April 8 meeting to be chaired by Gerald Casey region 7.


	Noted

All

Michael

Noted

	6.

6.1


	AGM – Confirmation of final details and tasks
Final arrangements agreed for the Annual General meeting on 14 March in Alloa:

· Venue confirmed;

· Subject to Hugh not being able to attend Therese will provide an annual update;

· Rachael England will give a presentation re Investment in Affordable Housing;

·  Susan and Helen will cover the welcome desk; and

· All bookings and nominations to be sent to Michael.


	All 

	7.

7.1
7.1.1

7.2
7.2.1

7.3
7.3.1

7.4

7.4.1
	Round up from Local Authority Areas
Clackmannanshire
Helen advised that Registered Tenant Organisation training was being planned and would include looking at the Service Level Agreement.
West Lothian
A revised Tenant Participation Strategy has been launched and includes the establishment of 2 Housing Networks, one in the East and one in the West of the County. Monthly events are being held to familiarise tenants with the new setup and these events are proving ideal for recruiting new members. A piece of welcome news is the securing of an RTO grant from the Government to set up a county-wide tenant website. Tenant Led Inspection of the Homelessness Service is due to commence soon.
Stirling

Stirling Tenants Assembly (STA) is looking to re-organise their website with the assistance of KISWEBS. STA is also looking at Fuel Poverty especially its affects on rural housing. Involvement continues with consultations on Allocations Policy and New Build. Repairs will be the subject matter for the next Tenant Led Inspection.

 Paragon Housing Association
Paragon members are involved in looking at regeneration and wider role issues.


	

	8.


	Any Other Competent Business
No other business arose.


	

	9.

9.1

9.2

9.3
	Close of meeting and date of next meeting
Chair thanked all members and guests for their contributions and especially Dyann Weir for the excellent venue and buffet provided.

Annual General Meeting on Saturday 14 March in Dunmar House Hotel, Alloa at 10:30am.

Next committee meeting to be held on Tuesday 21 April in Paragon Housing Association Boardroom, Grangemouth at 11:00am.
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