WEST STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL NETWORK
MEETING 6 – 29th JANUARY 2009, 10:30am

St JAMES HOUSE, PAISLEY

AGENDA

PRESENT – M. Dymond & G. Lethorn (Renfrewshire) L. Jenkins & S. Gault (Inverclyde) J. Burnclark, H. Westwater & G. Casey (East Renfrewshire) N. Smith, C. Weir & N. Wagland (North Ayrshire)

In Attendance: Ann Marie Stanley (Scottish Government)

ITEM 1: Welcome and Apologies

Gerald welcomed us all to the meeting; wished us a happy new year.

Apologies from Alvia Rae (Renfrewshire) John Donaghey (Inverclyde)

News about Alvia, she has resigned from the group as her Association is folding, and she is going into hospital; all members expressed their sadness, and we agreed we write a letter to her from us all.

ITEM 2: Previous Minute and Matters Arising
Page 1 item 6 Advisory Groups: Nadya gave us update on her meeting of the Tenant Priority Research AG on the 10th Dec’08; Nadya also handed round a folder with the Ipsos MORI survey in it, she informed us that we would all be receiving one in the post. A final report will be issued in April’09. Page 1 item 4 Profiles: John handed his over as he was not at last meeting; Cate also handed hers over. Page 1/2 item 6 John asked Chair if he had given a report on the 4th Dec’08 of the Protocol for selecting members; Chair replied to this and at that meeting vote passed the one shown; Chair then asked all members they need to write down their skill/expertise e.g. Allocations/Repairs/ Rent Setting; Chair informed the committee that future chairs’ meeting will include the secretaries, next meeting is April 7th which he is chairing.  John asked if in future members will be notified of any change in dates for meetings’, Chair replied to this request. Any other issues are on the agenda.

Minute approved by Sandra, Seconded by Neil.

ITEM 3: Chair’s Report

Chair – the last meeting of chairs was on the 21st Jan’09, we had Rachel England from the AHI Reform Team, she did a presentation (all received a copy) this did not include Council Tenants, Chair will be putting this on the agenda for the next Chair/Secretaries meeting; he also let us know that he had received a reply from Mr W Murdoch on the 15th Jan’09, this was in reply to the one he had sent to Minister S. Maxwell on the 9th Dec’08 on behalf of East Renfrewshire Tenants and Residents Federation, this was on a few issues e.g. Fuel Poverty/ level playing field/ RTB to name a few; both Helen and Gerald spoke of the HRA being used for other things other than housing.

Ann Marie – TPAS, TIS & Tighra are doing briefing session on this paper (I in AH: A Consultation) all groups/regions are being encouraged to fill them in

ITEM 4: AGM
Ann Marie – She has provisionally booked the 28th March’09, Glynhill Hotel; explained how we approach this (we were all handed the one from Central Region to use as a model) also talk about the procedure we will use. We went over the constitution. Action – 1 from each area will have to step down at the AGM; decided that Nadya (N/A) Alvia (R) Helen (E/R) all will be eligible to be nominated again. On Inverclyde we will wait till Sandra contact John, she’ll text secretary by Friday who the member will step down. Post Meeting – John (I) agreed he will step down.

Neil suggested we defer the AGM till later. Action – we added another meeting, 17th Feb’09 to the 12th March’09. We then discussed the letter we send out to all RTO; Action – the content will have Venue/Date/Time, places will be for 3 from each RTO; we will include a time limit for cancellations (14 days before AGM), secretaries address will be where the returns will go; nomination forms to be in by the 28th Feb’09; invitations/nomination/booking forms to go out by the 6th Feb’09.
ITEM 5: Newsletter
Chair gave update, nothing as yet (all given a copy of the minute from 17th Dec’08) but we are working on having something ready for the AGM; chair asked if we can arrange a meeting for the sub-group in the next two weeks; Action – 4th Feb’09 St James House at 10:30am. Profiles from Gordon, Neil & Elizabeth needed. Post Meeting – Liz phoned secretary (4:30pm) to let her know that she has posted hers off to the chair.

ITEM 6: AOCB
(1) Website – John gave us his report, on profiles with our permission can he have a copy to pass on to the website; Action – Gerald will pass them to John ASAP; update – at last meeting 6 out of the 9 regions attended; 2 representatives from Whitespace (copy of the navigation keys were given to all members), showed us photo of the opening page, he requested we pick an image for our area, Action on both request 1st on profiles agreed, 2nd on image we agreed to one off a ‘fishing boat’; date of next meeting has not been decided, but middle of Feb’09 is when all content is to be ready, going live in April’09. Helen suggested that John can give a small presentation at the AGM, photos will be optional, Action – agreed. (2) Regional Conference – this is being held on the 12 May’09, open to all committee members, start time is 11am; Action – agreed we all go, meet at Queen Street Station at 9:30am so we can all go together, suggestion from Ann Marie we can get a block booking for the train, but we can leave this till we get all the details. Chair informed us that Minister S Maxwell would like to attend this event.

ITEM 7: Agenda for next Meeting

AGM – Newsletter – Website – Correspondence – AOCB – Agenda for next meeting – Minute + Matters Arising – Date of next Meeting

ITEM 8: Correspondence

Secretary read out the list and action – Application for Membership from CIH, Action – Sandra asked if she could be nominated, we will bring this up at next meeting. Training for Regional Secretaries – Action Margaret is going on the 12th Feb’09 (TPAS are holding this event). Scottish Government re Payment of Expenses, Action – all members have replied. Chair of Region 6 on his thoughts on the Protocol for Selection of RNCM. SG Anne Cook re the Ipsos MORI survey which Nadya was part off. SG Anne Cook for the agenda for the Chairs meeting in Jan’09. SG Anne Cook on the Freedom of Information Act 2002

SG John Corcoran on Section 11 of the Homelessness etc (Scotland) Act 2003

ITEM 9: Date of next Meeting

17th February 2009, 10:30am, St James House, Paisley 
ITEM 10: Closing Remarks
Chair thanked all members for attending and for their input too to-days meeting; sub –group meet 4th Feb’09 10:30am, next full committee meeting on the 17th Feb’09 (Tuesday) 10:30pm

M. Dymond, Secretary
Sunday, 01 February 2009
