
Minutes of East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire Regional Network. Committee meeting No 7 held in Highlander House on Monday 16th of March 
Present: 

John Colquhoun – North Lanarkshire

Peter Winnie – North Lanarkshire 

Allan Todd – East Dunbartonshire

David Abercrombie – East Dunbartonshire 

Archibald Cumming – South Lanarkshire 

Ann Sinclair – East Dunbartonshire 

Apologies:

Rose Bowie – North Lanarkshire 

Madge Nugent – South Lanarkshire 

Larry Nugent – South Lanarkshire 

 Minutes of the last meeting
MB had contacted North Lanarkshire Council with background of the networks and info about upcoming A.G.M. PW thought that all areas should be contacted with this information to raise profile of the networks and make sure they know about networks. 

JC said he spoke to North Lanarkshire about the letter he sent. 

PW asked how far along they are with getting photos for the website. MB explained that the images would be sourced by Whitespace. 

JC gave Michael notes for biography for website 

Michael asked about messages from chairman.

Correspondence 

· Letter from Tina Beattie, tenant representative from the Tenant Priorities Research Advisory Group was read out. Final report due 18th April 2009 
· Letter from Ipsos/Moray asking for nominations to focus group regarding social housing. JC said he was disturbed that they asked that specifically for a tenant. Why a tenant and not a resident? This was discussed and agreed that one of the main reasons people set up a group in their area is concern over environmental/social issues. These are matters which affect both social housing tenants and those who own their homes equally and both need to work together. 
AT said there had been some problems in the past in some areas getting funding for residents groups 

PW explained that a percentage of rent goes to fund RTO’s. Suggested that a percentage of money coming from general funding would be a fairer way to finance groups. 

AC said in his area South Lanarkshire, the council was good at not distinguishing between the two. 

PW suggested that in this case they comply and send a tenant to the focus group but that they should also write a letter explaining why they thought they should not differentiate between tenants and residents and that on future occasions they would send whoever they thought appropriate. 

This was agreed by the committee. 

It was decided that AC would attend the focus group and that  AT would be his back up in case the dates were not suitable. 

· Letter from Jim Marynak read out regarding the event for all committee members on the 12th May in Edinburgh.
· The committee were asked for a message from the committee to go on the website. It was decided that MC and AT will work together to compose it 

· JC said it would be better if everybody could receive copies of these letters before they came to the meeting as this would enable them to be given proper scrutiny. He said it is difficult when they have to make decisions while only having just seen the documents for example in the case of Jim Maryniaks letter. 
AT explained that quite often he only receives these letters a day or two before coming to the meetings so there is not really time to distribute them properly. 

It was decided that in future the committee would try and ask groups and organisations corresponding with them to allow the committee a more reasonable length of time to respond. 

Newsletter 
MB asked the committee if they thought it would be a good idea to put together a newsletter that explained what the network had been doing recently. 

It was agreed that this was a good idea and would be discussed at the next meeting. 

A.G.M 

The month of June was agreed for the AGM. 

The committee agreed to have it in Highlander House and that both meeting rooms six and seven would be needed. 

It was thought it would be best on a weekday. The committee decided on the 15th of June. 

The committee discussed options for the booking forms and it was decided that they should be returned to Highlander  House. 

The committee discussed what form the AGM should take and PW suggested that it did not need to be to structured as this might be put people off. Should perhaps be a quite informal discussion around the themes where we came from, what we have done and what we want to do. 
JC wanted to have it made clear to those who would be attending the AGM that the network was working in partnership with other networks and organisations across the country so while progress might seem to be slow going they are working towards broader long term goals. 

Date of Next meeting 

It was decided to hold the meeting on Monday 11th of May

