Central Region Network Committee - 28 July, 2009

Minute Number:

Venue:

Present:

12

Thistle House

Hugh McClung (Chair)

Jack Hardman
Therese Mullen
Danny Mullen
Susan Robertson
Helen Forrest
Moira Robertson
Helen Campbell
Jean Murray

Edinburgh

Stirling Tenants Assembly
Clackmannanshire T&R Federation
LOBS T&R Association

LOBS T&R Association

Delphwood T&R Association
Clackmannanshire T&R Federation
Strathfillan Housing Group
Paragon T&R Association

Paragon T&R Association

Geoff Morgan Breton & Corentin Court Residents Association
In Attendance: Anne Cook Scottish Government Tenant Priorities Team
Apologies: May Barker Chapelle Crescent Residents Association
Donald Budge Stirling Tenants Assembly
Alex Lamb Stirling Tenants assembly
Michael Boal Scottish Government Tenant Priorities Team
Item Subject Matter Action
1. Welcome
Hugh welcomed everyone to the meeting. He stated the last
members meeting in Stirling had been very positive and
thanked all for their contributions.
2. Minute of Previous Meeting
2.1 Corrections

a) Helen asked that spelling of Mae Barker be corrected to May
Barker.

b) | Geoff asked that Breton & Corentin Court T&R Association be Danny

2.2 With corrections duly noted the minute of the meeting held on
23 June was adopted as a true record on a motion by Helen
Forrest and seconded by Moira Robertson.

recorded as Breton & Corentin Court Residents Association.

3. Matters arising
3.1 Visit to Scottish Parliament — Danny reported he had written to
Fiona Hyslop MSP requesting an accompanied visit to Danny

Parliament sometime in September. Fiona has yet to reply.
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Bank Account

Bank Account — Susan reported Central Regional Network now
had a bank account number allocated. She informed that the
bank required Danny to sign the mandate and that a copy of the
constitution is required to be lodged with the bank.

Danny duly signed the mandate and a copy of the constitution
handed to Susan for lodging with the bank.

Danny and
Susan

5.2

Correspondence and Information Feedback

Regional Chairs and Secretaries meeting — Hugh reported he
was frustrated that other Networks had not yet formed a view
regarding changing the wording in the LOGO. However, Greg
Hine and the Priorities Team had set up a web based survey
where all Regional Committee members could register their
individual view. This should resolve the matter.

Danny advised that a further Regional Networks Committee
Conference is to be scheduled for October and a conference
planning group is in the process of being established. The
conference is to be held in Glasgow and the Priorities Team are
sourcing the venue. It will be helpful if all committee members
give some thought to what should be included in the agenda for
the day. Any thoughts/ideas to be submitted to the Priorities
Team to be passed onto the conference planning group.

Danny also advised that feedback from those attending the 12
July conference has been by and large positive. A summary
report of the conference will be published on the website and
made available to members’ as soon as possible.

Responding to concerns raised regarding the establishment of
the Chairs and Secretaries group, Anne and Hugh advised:

e the group was set up to ensure better cooperation between
all Regional Networks and to stimulate discussions around
common issues;

e any decisions taken by the group are minimal and at the
margins;

e anational dimension is not an acceptable arrangement;

e the group has agreed to meet only 4 times per year;

e asub-group has been set up to develop a draft service level
agreement in partnership with the Priorities Team; and,

e Hugh will ensure he provides written reports to committee on
all matters discussed and outcomes arrived at by the group.

Tenant Priorities Research — Invitation to nominate a member
to attend a meeting scheduled for 20 August to examine the

Tenant
Priorities
Team

All

Hugh
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5.3

54

5.5

5.6

findings from this research project. The conclusions from the
research influence what is to be included in the proposed
Scottish Housing Charter if approved.

Members agreed Therese should represent Central Regional
Network at the meeting. Therese requested members’ email
her with their thoughts and contributions for the discussion.

Private Housing Issues — Danny drew members’ attention to
this new consultation document issued by the Scottish
Government.

The Scottish Ambulance Service: Our Future Strategy — Moira
informed members’ about this consultation. The deadline for
responding is extended to the 11 September. She encouraged
members’ to respond, especially regarding lack of coverage in
rural areas.

Moira requested members’ to raise the consultation with their
respective RTOs and ask them to respond. Additionally, Central
Region should write Nicola Sturgeon asking why the
consultation wasn’t widely circulated. Agreed.

Digital Switchover — Members’ were reminded of this ongoing
programme and what it might mean for tenants and landlords
reliant on communal aerials.

The Peoples Voice Newsletter — Danny gave positive feedback
on responses to the latest edition. Falkirk Council TP officer had
emailed expressing her thanks and stating she had distributed
the newsletter to all RTOs and housing staff. West Lothian had
also issued it to all their RTOs who had used it as the basis for
formulating their responses to the Draft Housing (Scotland) Bill
Consultation.

Therese

All

All

Danny

Draft Housing (Scotland) Bill: Response to Consultation
Hugh led discussions on the consultation response. Each
guestion was debated separately and a consensus arrived at.
Danny requested to complete the consultation questionnaire
and return prior to 14 August. Copies of the completed
guestionnaire attached as appendix 1.

Danny

Any Other Competent Business
No other competent business raised
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10.

Close of Meeting

There being no other business Hugh closed the meeting with a
vote of thanks to members for their contribution and
attendance. Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 August in
Thistle House, Edinburgh at 11am




