Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 12
Minutes of the Tayforth Extraordinary Committee Meeting held on

Friday 21st August, 10.30am, 2009 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Lynne Palmer 
	Perth City T&R Association 
	LP

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC


Absent: 
	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk


	
Item
	
	Action

	1.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
19th June Minutes

Changes as per the copy of the minutes
Proposed by Rita Smart and 2nded by Lynne Palmer
10th July Minutes
Changes as per copy of the minutes
Proposed by Tom Allan and 2nded by Vince Heneghan
	

	2.
	Matters Arising
19th June Minutes

Section 3. A letter was received from Lynne Palmer regarding a suggestion from the previous minutes.  A document was handed out.  It was suggested that two people from each area would go to their council to get further information on the HRA.  The volunteers from each area are:

Dundee – Rena Smith and Rita Smart

Perth – Lynne Palmer and David Chalmers

Fife – Vince Heneghan and Tom Allan

Section 11. Change name to Rena Smith not Rita Smart.

10th July Minutes

It was agreed that holding the Housing Bill meeting was a good idea and it went well.


	

	3.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

1. Anne Baillie – Digital Switch over

It was stated that In Dundee, if you are over 75 then the council will give a grant to update the equipment.  Vince Heneghan stated his RTO had information on the digital switchover.

2. Colin Affleck – Private Housing Bill – supplement to Draft Housing Bill but for Private Landlords/Tenants 
handed out for information only

3. Ann Baillie – Visit to Scottish Parliament

It was agreed to arrange a visit through an MSP called    Shona Robertson.  A letter will be sent.  The background for the visit will be forward by Susan McLellan to Janice Manzur for this letter. 

4. AnnMarie Stanley – Network Logo

This was discussed and it was noted that everyone had received a vote either via email of post.  It was stated that the decision was that we add “and Scottish Government”.
5. Ann Baillie – Tenants Priorities Research Results, where to find these

Handed out for information only
6. Housing & Regeneration Directorate – Networking opportunities etc..

Handed out for information only.  It was stated these visits were open to all.
7. AnnMarie Stanley – 12th May Conference Feedback

Handed out for information only
8. Ann Baillie – Website administrators training (2 per region)

It was agreed the Secretary , Janice Manzur, and Chairperson Rena Smith would attend.  Janice Manzur to forward names to Ann Bailey with dates unable to attend.
9. Lynne Palmer – Letter regarding HRA suggestion

Already discussed in Matters Arising

10. SG – Tenants Priorities Research Project Findings Brief

Lynne Palmer attended this and will give feedback on Agenda item 7.
11. William Armstrong SG – Email regarding the results of the changing the Networks logo

Already discussed on number 4.

	SMc

JM

JM

	4.
	AGM Feedback by all
Removed from Agenda as already discussed.


	

	5.
	Website Feedback to date – Janice Manzur
The website is up and running.  Each Region is to choose their web trainees to take over the updating of each Region.  It is a good website and this was discussed further.  The trainees from Tayforth are listed under 4. Correspondence item 8.  Rena Smith gave Janice Manzur a changed biography and Janice Manzur to ask Ann Bailey to update the website with this.  Also to put on the newsletter.

	JM



	6.
	Tenants Priorities Research (Housing Charter)
Lynne Palmer attended this and gave feedback on this.  William Fleming attended in the morning and the poll was carried out by IPSOS MORI.  Lynne Palmer handed out the briefing documents for information only.  This was discussed and it was agreed that this was in the very early stages of the tenants work to make the Charter.  It was asked if it was a large group and the reply was yes.  The next meeting for this group will be 12th November 2009 11am).

	

	7.
	Vote – Change “Bringing Tenants & Residents Together” to “Bringing Tenants, Residents and Scottish Government Together”
Already discussed in 4. Correspondence item 4.

	

	8.
	Chairs/Secretaries Meeting Minutes July 09 
Handed out for information only.

	

	9.
	Issues the Committee wish to take further – further discussion (time permitting)

· What is the definition of “Affordable Housing”

Not discussed

· Environmental issue – Fortnightly Bin uplifts

· Environmental issue – Special uplifts

It was agreed to remove the two Environmental issues as these had been sent to all Regions for feedback and it was found that these are not Regional issues.

· More social housing – new build for both council and housing associations

Dundee has received money to build new housing appx 145.  The Investing in Affordable housing was discussed and it was advised that it was changed to the consultation but is still being discussed at national level.  Janice Manzur advised that a letter is still to go to the Scottish Minister regarding Fife funding for new build.  It would be brought to the next meeting for ratification before being sent.

· Anti-social behaviour

Further discussion was held on ASB and it was agreed to keep this on but based on fighting for better timescales to get actions taken

· Complete ring fencing of the HRA

This was discussed on item 2 under matters arising. 


	JM



	10.
	AOCB
1. Susan McLellan had several items, these were:

· Letters are to be sent out next week to ask for nominations for the committee from each area

· Regional Chairs have been invited to a meeting on 16th September 2009 regarding the housing bill at Scottish Parliament with the ministers.  It was agreed that as Rena Smith and Rita Smart were unavailable, Janice Manzur would attend.

· There is a TPAS conference in October and it was advised that the Regional Networks are holding a workshop.  Susan McLellan is to look into funding to see if one or two from the committee can attend (Rita Smart or Rena Smith)

· There will be a mid year event and there is a subgroup to arrange this.  There are nominations for a vote on who is to chair the event and it was agreed that we should vote for Kevin Patterson.  Janice to send an email to Susan McLellan to advise of this.

2. Rena Smith advised that there is to be a presentation at Victoria Quay about the Networks on 10th September 2009 for Scottish Government Staff.


	SMc

SMc

JM

	11.
	Tenants Priorities Research (Housing Charter)

As per agenda item 6.

	

	12.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 9th OCTOBER AT 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.   
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