Highland & Argyll and Bute Regional Network

    September 7th in Highlander House.

Attended

Steve Byrne                        Chair

Arthur Harris                      Vice Chair

Maureen Cairney                Invergordon Albyn Residents

Isabell McLaughlan            Milton Albyn Housing Forum

Jennifer MacLeod               West Alness Residents.

Dawn Beaton                       Glendoe Terrace R.A.

Michael Crowe                    Cardross R.T.O.

Sonja Aitkin                         Kirkmichael T.R.A.

Kirsty Reid                           Clachan Stracher R.T.O.

Anne Cook                           Scottish Government.

No Apologies.

Minutes of previous meeting

Proposed by         Dawn Beaton

Seconded by         Arthur Harris

Matters Arising

TRAG Michael is to contact Pamela Kellop Sheppey .

Action Michael

Our response to Housing Bill was sent.

Housing Bill Consultation. Private Landlords.

This paper was discussed at length. Response from Region 1 will be sent.

Action Steve.

Committee Vacancy Nominations

Closing date was 4th September. No nominations were received. We are hopeful some nominations may come 

forward.

Tenant Priority Research

This group will discuss detail of the Housing Charter.

Notes from the meeting were given. It is suggested we, as RTO’s should consider what we would like to have in the Charter. These ideas should be put to this group for a collective response. A further meeting will be held in November.

Action All.

Website Management.

Dawn and Arthur will have this responsibility , after they have been trained.

Action Dawn and Arthur

Chairs /Secretaries Meeting Feedback.

Minutes will be altered. Strap-line will be changed. It was agreed to use the stationery we have at the moment. 

H.R.A. issues – agreed Rules and Regulations will be checked before response is given. Advice will be sought.

Presentation to S.G. staff will be done by Eric Allen and Hugh McClung.

Meeting with Minister for Housing and Communities on 16/9/09 to discuss Housing Bill responses.

Main points were discussed.

1) Local Councils should be regulated same as Has. 

2) Housing Charter to have some kind of “back-bone”

3) Direct contact to Housing Regulator for residents.

4) Concern expressed if profit making companies can be registered.

Action Steve.

AOCB

Scottish Parliament.

An escorted visit was discussed. Letter will be sent to Jim Mather asking if he would host a visit for us.

Action Steve

Scottish Rural Gathering.

Steve and Jennifer are attending this event.

Network Committee event.

Suggestion this will be end of October beginning of November. Suggested topics.

Government response to the Housing Bill Consultation.

Karen Watt to discuss her vision for the new Regulator.

Work-shops on:

Rural Issues.

Sheltered Housing

Social Housing Charter.

Action Steve

Finances

A summary of the rules was given by Anne Cook.

Meeting Closed.

Next Meeting 26th October in Highlander House at 10.30.

