



COMMITTEE MEETING

27TH APRIL 2009 THISTLE HOUSE EDINBURGH

PRESENT



Jim Maryniak (chair)     Eskview T& RA



Kath Beaton    (sec )
Bannerfield T& RA



Gerry Moss  (v chair)    Waverly Tenants Organisation



Tina Beatie 

North Bughtlin TA


Lillias Reid

          Midlothian Tenants Forum

Elaine Ferguson

Midlothian Tenants Forum



Harry Sunderland (treas) Edinburgh Tenants Forum
APOLOGIES



 Cathie Mc Arthur 
E. Lothian T& R Panel




Jeanette Boyd 

Windsor Park T&RA


          Ellen Robertson 
          Midlothian Tenants Forum

Minutes of Last Meeting

 Page 2 – proposed agenda did not allow time for networking.
MATTERS ARISING

Tina asked for back copies of chairs and secretaries meetings. She also asked for an update on opening the bank account. This should be done sometime in May, we will be given £1000 initially. Harry, Jim and Gerry’s names will all be on the account. There was a discussion regarding broadband expenses.   
Michael said that the final version of the minutes after the launch of the website will now be put  on line. There was a short discussion on the committee profiles on the website. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Kath has received 4 responses for the 30th May AGM.
Feedback Chairs/Secretaries meeting
1 member of the committee to get correspondence from the CIH and bring to group. There was a lengthy discussion regarding this. It was agreed that the secretary would receive the paperwork. There then followed 
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A lengthy debate on the agenda for the 12th May Committee Event in Edinburgh. Some members were not happy about the programme.

At 1.57pm Tina left the meeting as she did not agree with the way that matters were proceeding. Harry also voiced his concerns but agreed to stay on.

Questions to be out forward on the day.

AGM / MEMBERS MEETING PLANNING

Jim read out the proposed agenda for the AGM on 30th May. Michael explained what will be sent out in the delegate packs. To include directions to hotel, agenda, minute of inaugural AGM.
Everyone was happy for William Fleming or Tessa Brown to speak on the housing bill and to take questions after.

A postal election will take place for the vacancy in Edinburgh as there are 2 candidates. Jim & Lillias to verify votes before they are announced. Lillias to announce result.

The group then prioritised questions for the open  discussion session that will end the meeting.  
ROUND UP
Midlothian Tenants Forum  MTF’s conference is being held on Saturday 16th May 2009, 12.30 –3pm in The Old Peoples Welfare Club, Dalkieth.  An invitation has been sent to all 18 Councillors and it will be interesting to see how many accept.  A flyer has been sent to every tenant in Midlothian advertising the conference as well as posters up in local shops, libraries and on the website.  We have purchased a laptop and broadband connection that we can take to venues to promote the Forum and for the use of members who cannot afford a computer. This was made possible from the Scottish Government Grant.  Training will be carried out with the help of TPAS.  The group has taken out membership of TPAS which means we will now receive invitations to events that before were only open to members.

P2of 4

Waverley Tenants Organisation  They held an AGM on Friday 24th April 2009 in the Focus Center in Galashiels.  They held their first

 meeting in Garage 66 and gained two new committee members.  The group is planning a road show going around the borders, stopping  at towns such as Hawick  (Burnfoot,)  Jedburgh,  Kelso and Galashiels.

Edinburgh Tenants Federation  These were meetings that were held in the months of Feb and March that were missed out of the last roundup. 

Executive Committee Meeting   (ETF)

Housing Association  Tenants  Sub Committee  (HATS)

Tenant  Led Inspections     (TLI)

HATS  meetings dealt with the reply to the Government’s questions on Investment and Affordable Housing. Basically not in favour of creating competition and Larger Housing Body.

TLI  Preparation of public meetings with tenants to recruit more inspectors. Successful meeting 11 new inspectors signed up. Now organising training.

We are now working towards our 20th Anniversary on Friday 19th June 09.

TLI  5 new inspectors now under training, new inspectors start September this year.            

HATS  Setting up a formal working agreement with Dunedin Canmore Housing Association looking at Housing Association Service charges.

Working with Edinburgh Council and Regeneration Group’s on things like Right to return.

Working on the Housing Bill.

North Bughtlin Tenants Association  

Trams With Princes Street recently having been closed to traffic, the effect of the trams work is being even more keenly felt throughout the city. Bus diversions are causing great concern and considerable delays, not only for bus passengers but also for other road users. The adverse effect this is having on businesses continues.

Neighborhood  Partnerships throughout the city are now compiling their Wish Lists of projects to be considered for funding during 2009 and the early part of 2010. 
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The Edinburgh West Partnership are holding their meeting on this subject this Thursday.

Tenant Groups throughout the city who are members of Edinburgh Tenants Federation have been invited to attend the Federation’s Members Meeting tonight. On Thursday of last week, only 3 groups 

(which include North Bughtlin Tenants Association ) had confirmed their attendance. Hopefully the numbers will have risen by tonight, but the Federation has a membership of well over 50 Tenants groups, and I will voicing concern over the falling attendance at Members Meetings, at the next Federation Executive Committee Meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING AGM 30th May Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh 
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