Minutes of Region 6 Network Committee Meeting,
held in Auchenleck, 17th Sept 2009.

Present:

Hugh Wilson Fraser, Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald A Ritchie, Dryfe TARA.

Jim Hendry, South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Frank Dawson, East Ayrshire Federation.

Naomi Dawson, Gauchhalland TARA.

Anne Cameron, Treetops TARA.

Joanne Wilson, Annan TARA.

Bill Martin, Dalbeattie TARA.

In attendance:

Ann Marie Stanley, Tenants Priorities Team.

Apologies:

Janet Steele, Bellbank TARA.

Janet Gemmel, West Drive, Tenants Assoc.

1. 
Welcome

Hugh opened the meeting and bid everyone welcome.

Agenda items for future meetings should be sent to Ronald at least one week in advance of the meeting date in time to be drawn up and issued in advance.  At present the secretary is not receiving any items/issues.

It was agreed that the format for the minutes should be standardised.

2. 
Previous Minutes and Matters Arising.

Ann Marie spoke briefly about the minutes of the meeting held on the 18th June 2009.   Jim had chaired that meeting as Hugh was in hospital.  The minutes of that meeting were proposed as correct by Ronald and seconded by Naomi.

Minute of the meeting on the 13 August were proposed by Anne Cameron and seconded by Bill Martin.

Matters Arising

There was a brief discussion about Riccarton RTO.    The committee were advised that following the meeting on the 25 August, registration was withdrawn by the landlord.  We are still awaiting the out come of their appeal.  Hugh will write to Mark Hemphill to reiterate this.

The committee discussed holding a public meeting and agreed due to the pressure of other commitments, it was agreed to publish a newsletter informing RTOs of their work since the AGM and about the Scottish Social Housing Charter consultation if the draft Housing Bill proposals are approved by Parliament.  Frank and Naomi will progress preparing a draft newsletter and circulate to the committee for approval in advance of the next meeting.  

It was suggested at the next AGM, if more meetings are desired, we could discuss the practicalities with those members attending.  

3. 
Private Sector Consultation 

This session was opened by Ann Marie.  The committee discussed and agreed their responses to the questionnaire which will be submitted to the Scottish Government by the 27 September 2009.   Their response will be available on the network’s website :

www.regionalnetworks.org.uk
4. 
Scottish Social Housing Charter

Jim had attended the meeting with the Scottish Government and representatives of all the regional network committee to consider the findings from the research into the priorities of tenants and to have a discussion about what the regional networks think should go into a Scottish Social Housing Charter. 
Jim advised that it was very important now for the committee to start thinking about how best to gather the views of their members on the Charter using a variety of ways to maximise members’ participation.   The committee agreed that it was important to involve landlords in their discussions at an early stage.

This will also be discussed at the next chairs and secretaries meeting in October. 
It was agreed to circulate the draft minutes of this meeting to the committee.  
5.
Report Back on the Chairs Meeting with the Minister

Hugh informed the committee that he had attended a meeting with the Minister of Housing and Communities, Alex Neil, who wanted to hear from the networks first hand a summary of their main comment on the content of the draft housing bill consultation.   Hugh also highlighted that members of the networks had also taken part recently in a lunchtime seminar promoting the networks to civil servants at Victoria Quay.  The regional network committee members then presented the Minister with the key issues they considered were arising from the consultation, for example, 

· The regulation of Local Authorities by the Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) and their concern of a two tier system of inspection if local authorities and Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) were not both inspected by the SHR. The networks were in complete agreement that they wanted the SHR to continue to inspect all social landlords
· The proposal to allow profit distribution companies as RSLs and the networks opposition to this 

· The misuse of Housing Revenue Account, and

· The proposed Scottish Social Housing Charter and whether this would set minimum standards or be more aspirational.
The Minister suggested that this meeting with the regional networks should be organised on a quarterly basis.  He felt these meetings would be useful as the proposed housing bill progresses. He also suggested that he would invite the head of the Scottish Housing Regulator along to attend.   The regional network representatives were all delighted with this suggestion.
6.
Chairs/Secretaries Meeting 

Hugh discussed the forthcoming chairs and secretaries meeting and the agenda items will be:

· HRA  - Discussion with Scottish Government and representative of Audit Commission 

· Meeting with Alex Neil 16th September

· Lunchtime seminar Victoria Quay 10th September

· TPAS conference workshop 4th October

· Training issues for the networks

· Progress of networks

7.
Scottish Parliament Visit.

This has been arranged for the 18th November 2009, with the kind imput of Elaine Murray , MSP.   Ronald has forwarded the names of those committee members going to Hugh.

8.
Date of Next Meeting 
The next meting will be held on the 28th October 2009, Auchenleck, 10.30am.  

Hugh closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 
