WEST STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL NETWORK


Meeting 1 – 14 May 2009, 10.30am

St James House, Paisley

Present – G Casey (Chair), H Westwater, J Bunclark (East Renfrewshire) E Jenkins, J Donaghey (Inverclyde) C Weir, N Smith, A Younger, M Dymond, G Lethorn (Renfrewshire)

In Attendance – N Wagland (North Ayrshire) and Ann Marie Stanley (Scottish Government)

Item 1: Welcome & Apologies

Chair welcomed our newest Committee Member Alex Younger to his first meeting.

Apologies – S Gault (Inverclyde) H Muir (Renfrewshire)

Item 2: Previous minute & matters arising

Page 1 (Present) letter D to G Casey; Page 1 Item 5 take Ann Marie off.
Minute approved J Donaghey & N Smith

Matter arising: 
Item 3 correspondence No 5 Ann Marie was asked to send out a hard copy to all Committee Members;

Item 6 J Bunclark – website update, we have a problem with the “contact us page” this has been passed to White Space (web designers) and they are working to sort out the problem. Website is now LIVE.
Item 3: Correspondence 

1. CIH Membership Form – Action S Gault to receive this form, she will be our representative
2. Newsletter – This went out to all RTOs and has been well received

3. Scottish Government ‘Housing (Scot.) Bill’ draft consultation – Action was agreed by the Committee, that we have a special meeting to go over and reply as a group; date agreed was 2nd July, 10am in St James House Paisley

Item 4: Report from AGM – Chair/Secretary

Secretary gave members a draft copy of the minute.
Chair & Ann Marie went over this and asked for any corrections’ Ann Marie took a note of the corrections’ and will make the relevant changes, we do not need to endorse them till the 2010 AGM.

Matters arising from the minute –

Website – J Bunclark informed us re the page being updated, content and Data protection; sub-group will discuss protocol, with Regional Network Committees being consulted.  Chair who do we contact if we see something that should not be on the website? J Bunclark said him.  It was noted that all information pertaining to the website had to have committee approval.

Newsletter – When we do the next newsletter we can put the two new Committee Members profile on
AGM – The Chair felt the day went well, a few hiccups; the nomination forms timescale will be tightened up as will the list of TRA.

Item 5: Regional Network Conference 12th May’09 – Verbal (written report will follow)

Comments’ from Committee –

· Time–scale/Content – need longer (1 ½ days maybe?) 

· The Round Table Session – was not popular, this was the Chair/Secretary’s sub-group’s idea

· Is there training for Administration/Facilitators? Ann Marie there is a training analysis review
· E Jenkins asked for a vote of thanks to Ann Marie for all her hard work, seconded by J Donaghey

· Chair was asked by members/members to bring up at the next Chair/Secretary’s meeting, the behaviour of the Chair R8 at the 12 May Conference – Chair will contact R6 chair on this matter

Item 6: Standing Orders – update

Bank account will be opened up in the name of West Strathclyde, once this is done we will receive funds from the Scottish Government; we will in future receive our expenses from the treasurer (S Gault)

Ann Marie will send out a draft update of page 6 (standing orders) No 15 re finance; Sandra and herself will liaison on the wording, they will bring it to the committee to approve

Item 7: Committee Expenses

J Donaghey – we must agree an amount of cash we pay out, everything above that will be paid by cheque.
Secretary – this was on the form we filled in earlier in the year, the amount was £15 cash, rest by cheque 
H Westwater moved we accept £15 cash, anything above that would be by cheque, seconded by E Jenkins
Chair – what about the secretary’s expenses; Secretary replied that she was fine, if need anything e.g. paper/ink will e-mail Ann Marie or treasurer.

Committee agreed that John Donaghey be the third signatory on our bank book 

Item 8: Committee Office Bearer’s

North Ayrshire members agreed that Alex Younger will be the Vice Chair; this was approved by the rest of the Committee.
Item 9: A.O.C.B.
1. New Housing Bill – TIS and TPAS are holding seminars over the next few weeks; if we wish to go our expenses will have to come from the landlord or the group we represent.

26th May – Glasgow; E Jenkins, J Bunclark, J Donaghey, S Gault will attend this one

15th June – Ayr; G Casey, H Westwater, A M Stanley, C Weir, A Younger will attend this one

29th June – Perth; G Lethorn, M Dymond will attend this one

2. Ipsos Mori Scotland – Report by N Wagland (Appendix 1) she thanked us all for the support she received during the last year. Chair thanked Nadya for her hard work and wished her well for the future.

3. Agenda for future meetings - training skills, standing orders, Scottish Housing Bill

Item 10: Dates for the next meetings
2nd July, 10am ‘Housing Bill only’; 9th July 10.30am normal Committee meeting

