
Meeting Number 3
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on

Thursday 3 September 2009 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley

Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	John Bunclark
	Busby Tenants and Residents Association
	East Renfrewshire

	Sandra Gault  
	BardrainneyTRA
	Inverclyde

	Elizabeth Jenkins
	FITRA
	Inverclyde 

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenants Priorities Team
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenants Association
	Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	Mearns Village Community Association
	East Renfrewshire

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of Residents & Tenants
	Inverclyde


Apologies not received:

	Helen Muir
	Foxbar Central TRA
	Renfrewshire


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome 
Gerald welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies were received from Margaret Dymond, Helen Westwater and John Donaghey.  

Again, no apologies were received from Helen Muir. Helen has been lettered about her non attendance or submission of apologies and no response has been received to date. The committee will discuss at the next meeting and agree how to proceed in accordance with the constitution.  
Ann Marie was asked to take a minute of the meeting in Margaret’s absence.  


	

	2.

3.


	Previous Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes were approved by Neil Smith and seconded by Gordon Lethorn.

Correspondence

Meeting with Minister for Housing and Communities
Gerald informed the committee that Mr Neil, Minister for Housing and Communities invited the all the 9 regional network chairs to a meeting on the 16 September in the Scottish Parliament, to discuss the Housing Bill consultation.  Gerald is unable to attend so the vice chair, Alex Younger, will be attending.  
The committee agreed that Alex should highlight to the Minister:

· Local Authority landlords must be regulated by the Scottish Housing Regulator.  There has to be the same regulation for all social landlords, and that no self regulation or self assessment should be permitted.

· Local Authorities must be required to ring fence the HRA and there be no plundering or moving of resources from this account.   
· Scottish Government must lobby Westminster to write off Local Authorities residual debt without the caveat of a stock transfer 
· Landlords must have dedicated TP staff.
Private Sector Consultation

It was agreed that a sub committee be set up to respond to this consultation which has to be responded to by the 27 September 2009.   It was agreed that Gerald, Alex and Gordon meet on the 14 September 2009 to draft a response.  
Visit to the Scottish Parliament

The committee will discuss further at the next meeting.
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	4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

	Chairs/Secretaries Meeting

The next meeting will be held on the 7 October 2009 and Scottish Government officials and the Audit Commission have been invited to discuss the HRA accounting procedures.  They will be discussing also consultation on the Scottish Social Housing Charter.  Gerald will report back at the next meeting. 

Scottish Social Housing Charter
Alex attended the meeting with the Scottish Government and representatives of all the regional network committee to consider the findings from the research into the priorities of tenants and to have a discussion about what the regional networks think should go into a Scottish Social Housing Charter. 
Jim advised that it was very important now for the committee to start thinking about how best to gather the views of their members on the Charter using a variety of ways to maximise members’ participation.  The committee agreed that it was important to involve landlords in their discussions at an early stage.

This will also be discussed at the next chairs and secretaries meeting in October. 

It was agreed to circulate the draft minutes of this meeting to the committee.  

Web site Update
John Bunclark gave a progress report on the website use.  He advised that two people from each network need be identified to undertake website training in order to take responsibility of their regions own regions web pages.  It was agreed that John and Gerald do the training.  Greg Hine from Region 9 will be the website administrator with overall reasonability for maintaining the website.  It is proposed that overall responsibility transfers to the regional networks in November 09.
As per previous committee discussions, all material published on the web site had to have approval from the Chair or Secretary.  

Finance

Sandra Gault, as Treasurer, is now responsible for payment of all expenses.  Sandra paid the expenses for this meeting.  Sandra and will produce a copy of the bank statement at each meeting and a breakdown of the expenses to date.  The committee agreed that a finance update will be a standard item agenda.  
Ann Marie confirmed that the accounts will be audited yearly and that the committee is responsible for the appropriate monitoring and payment of expense in accordance with the Scottish Government procedures issued at the previous meeting. The committee acknowledged and agreed this.  
Every committee member was asked to please use public transport to get to meetings.  
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be in St James House on 15 October 2009 at 10.30am.  
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