Meeting Number 4
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 15 October 2009 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley
Present:

	Helen Westwater
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	John Bunclark
	Busby Tenants & Residents Association
	East Renfrewshire

	Elizabeth Jenkins
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:
	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome

Alex (acting Chair) welcomed us all to the meeting.
Apologies were received from Gerald Casey and Neil Smith.
No apology or reply to the letter sent to H Muir concerning her non-attendance at these meetings.
	

	2. 
	Previous Minute and Matters Arising
Item 6 – John Bunclark asked that the minute be changed to reflect that he is the deputy administrator of the website; also that all regions have given their approval. The Chair is responsible to answer the e-mails.  Ann Marie will add the thanks of the committee to John for all the hard work he has done.

The minutes were approved by Cate Weir and seconded by Sandra Gault.

Matters Arising: 
The non-attendance and no apology from Helen Muir was discussed.  The Committee agreed that given Helen’s lack of contact and that she has not attended any meetings, that in accordance with Region 7s constitutions, the Committee deemed that she has resigned from the Regional Network, a  letter stating this to be sent to Helen.  
	AMS
GC/MD/

AMS

	3. 
	Correspondence
A) Newsletter re the Full Committee Conference held in May’09
B) Tenant Participation Newsletter
C) Thank-you card from Alvia

	

	4. 
	A) Regional Network Chair’s Meeting with Minister
Gerald was unable to attend so Alex, in his capacity as vice chair, had attended the meeting with Minister, Mr Alex Neil on the 16th Sept ’09 in Edinburgh.  Alec spoke to the Minister re ‘Modern RTB’ and the ‘Preserved RTB’ no decision as yet on both.  Chairs had a lot of debate on the Housing Revenue Account, Housing Bill & Scottish Housing Regulator.

The next meeting will be on the 16th Dec’09 which Gerald will be attending. In attendance will be the acting Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR), Mr Michael Cameron.  The main topic will be the issues the networks have in relation to the SHR.
Another item that was mentioned by the Minister was that  he suggested that the chairs meet with the Shadow Minister of Housing to inform them of our opinions on the issues arising from the housing bill consultation; Kevin Paterson (R9) is pursuing this, dates to be agreed.

B) Scottish Housing Charter

Alec attended this meeting on the 20 August and gave a verbal report; Alec feels that the ‘Charter’ should come before the ‘Housing Bill’, Ann Marie explained the process – we have the Housing Bill, then the ‘Charter’

Next meeting of the group will be on the 12th Nov’09.
C) Chair & Secretaries Meeting
Gerald & Margaret attended meeting on the 7th Oct’09.  Margaret gave the report. There was a presentation on the legislation for the HRA by Jamie Hamilton (SG); the members agreed to set up a sub-group to present the Minister with evidence of misuse of the HRA. We discussed the paper that Gerald (R7) had handed out at the meeting on the HRA IN East Renfrewshire.  We were advised if we have any proof of misuse of the HRA to pass it to our Chair/Secretary.
Hugh (R4) gave a presentation on the regional networks, that he had given at a lunch time  seminar on the 10th Sept’09 in Edinburgh; this was also shown at the TPAS conference in Dundee (2nd - 4th Oct’ 09) by Hugh Wilson Fraser (R6) Kevin Paterson (R9).
The regions then gave progress/issues from their area.
John Bunclark asked for a copy of the minutes of the Chair & Secretary’s meeting. Margaret will make sure that all committee members receive a copy.
	GC

AY

All

MD

	5. 
	Discussion on next full committee event 2010
The sub-group will meet on the 21 Oct’09.
We had a open discussion on what we would like on the agenda, we agreed on - Delegated Authority; Networking; Scottish Housing Charter; Housing Bill update. 
Conference date – April or May ‘10


	GC

	6. 
	Consultation with RTOs on SSHC
The committee has to consider how to engage with all the RTOs in their areas and a timetable for discussion at the next meeting in December.  

	All

	7. 
	Newsletter
Will put this on the agenda for next meeting

We will form a sub-group to discuss the content

Committee agreed to Ann Marie speaking to the Chair on this matter before the next meeting 
	GC/MD

AMS

	8. 
	Treasurer – Update S Gault

Sandra gave a verbal report.  Sandra has to bring the ledger with to the next meeting so this can be countersigned by another committee member.  
Committee approved the report.

	SG

ALL


	9. 
	Website – Update John Bunclark

John gave an overview of the progress on web-page.
Gerald & John attended the training session arranged on the 8th October, it was quite an exhaustive but informative session.
All Regional Networks will take over the running of their Web-page in November 2009.
Both Gerald and John will be able to put the Minute/Agenda on the page; e-mails - which will be the responability of the Chair; to which he will respond too
Any changes that have to be made, will be brought before the committee, to which they have to agree before it can be changed on the web-page
Committee wished it to be recorded their thanks to John & Gerald for all their hard work on the Website/Page

 
	GC/JB

GC/JB
GC
All

All

	10.
	AOCB

Diaries

Helen Westwater agreed to get all committee members 2010 diaries.

Expenses

Margaret regarding Broadband/Phone, on advice from members she will speak to her local authority on this matter.
Visit to Scottish Parliament

Ann Marie we had received a letter on this from A Baillie; after a exchange of views, secretary will contact the local MSPs for some information/help and get back to the committee. 

Training

Sub-group will be rolling out a programme soon
	HW
MD

MD

GC



	11.
	Items for next meeting

1. Welcome & Apologies; 2. Previous meeting & Matters arising; 3. Correspondence; 4. Discussion on conference 2010; 5. Consultation with RTOs on the SSHC; 6. Newsletter; 7. Treasurer report; 8. Website; 9. AOCB; 10. Items for next meeting; 11. Date of next meeting


	MD

	12.
	Date of next meeting

10th December 10.30am, St James House, Paisley

	

	13.
	Vote of thanks

Committee wished it to be noted that the acting Chair did a good job.

	All
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