Region 8: East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire, Committee Meeting – 11 May 2009

Highlander House, Glasgow – APPROVED NOTE OF MEETING


Attendees

Allan Todd

John Colquhoun

Peter Winnie

Ann Sinclair

Rose Bowie

Archibald Cumming

David Abercrombie

Apologies

Madge Nugent

Larry Nugent

There was a problem with trains going to Glasgow Central making some attendees late for the meeting.  The meeting did not start until 11am.

Minutes of Last Meeting held on 16 March
Proposer Archie Cumming seconded Peter Winnie; the minutes were approved by all.

Correspondence
Allan read out an email from Steve Byrne, chairperson of region 1 raising concerns about the introduction of a Local Housing Allowance in Scotland
John Colquhoun did not receive letter for the Regional Committee Event on 12 May. Tenant Priorities Team to print out a copy and hand to him at end of meeting.

The committee were asked if they would like to put any questions or concerns to the Minister at the Committee Event on the 12 May;

Rose: What can we actually influence? Why we are here – to represent tenants – can we bring any complaints to government to help us with?
Archie: If the Local Housing Allowance comes to Scotland – Local Authorities (LA’s) will start building ghettos. 

John: What is the legal obligation of councils if a bought property tenant doesn’t pay for repairs? (Particularly North Lanarkshire Council).

It was also mentioned that TIS and TPAS are holding 4 meetings each on the Housing Bill if anyone was interested in attending.

AGM

MB gave a description of the papers that had been sent out for the AGM.

John asked if the nomination form needed to be endorsed by members of the same RTO or could it be others?

There was a discussion relating to committee members responding to correspondence. It was agreed that a committee member from a particular local authority area replies to a request for information or a query from their particular area after agreement from the committee, e.g., a committee member from North Lanarkshire replies to North Lanarkshire Council. Minutes of meetings will be put on the website and a link to the website could be sent to the landlords.
Michael to send a letter on behalf of Chair inviting landlord representatives from North Lanarkshire, South Lanarkshire and East Dunbartonshire to the AGM.

Rose stated that there would have to be sufficient discussion time at the AGM to put across any concerns.
Peter would like a discussion on National Engagement and how it’s progressing; the rest of the agenda was ok.

Ann asked what would be the point of suggesting anything to Parliament, would they take any notice?

MB said he would take out a discussion on the draft Housing Bill of the AGM agenda and replace it with discussion on National Engagement. This was approved by committee.

John and Peter agreed to facilitate the discussion sessions, Archie would do the registration and MB would make the announcement of the committee.

AOB

A copy of a newsletter for Twechar (Twechar Times) was handed out to the committee for information.
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