Region 8: East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire, Committee Meeting – 22 September 2009

Highlander House, Glasgow – APPROVED NOTE OF MEETING


Attendees
Allan Todd

John Colquhoun
Peter Winnie
Archibald Cumming

May Shearer
Ann Sinclair

Apologies

Rose Bowie

Jeanette Arneil

David Abercrombie

Madge Nugent

Larry Nugent

Archie welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Minutes of Last Meeting held on 22nd September
Peter declared after discussions with John he had agreed to be secretary. He did say he had some reservations about taking on the position. Michael offered to support Peter in this role.  Allan stressed that the secretaries are required to take he minutes at the chairpersons’ and secretaries meetings that are held quarterly. Michael commented that region 8 had already taken their turn when Mia was the secretary and that it would be sometime before it was their turn again.

Proposer: Archie seconded by John; the minutes were approved by all.

Matters Arising
Allan asked if John had taken forward his question to Alex Neil at the committee event in Edinburgh regarding the repairs and improvements to properties where there is mixed tenure (both owners and tenants).  John commented that he had raised this again at a briefing session on the draft housing bill in Glasgow. He has received some information form the Scottish Government and TPAS, he hasn’t looked at the details yet but will be challenging North Lanarkshire Council regarding this. He said it is a contentious issue, the council used to carry out works and incur the costs. NLC haven’t pursued many owners through the courts regarding their share of the payment.

John asked if South Lanarkshire or East Dunbartonshire committee members had any knowledge of their local authorities approach to this area. 
May highlighted that in EDC that owner ocuuppiers are liable for a % of the cost, for example 6 in a block and one owner they pay 1/6.

Archie commented that in SLC the council do the work and charge the relevant people for it.

John said he thought it would be to the committees advantage to know what action we can take against councils who aren’t pursuing owners for payment.
Michael said he would try and source copies of the 2004 Act for the committee and would try to get further advice on this matter.

John asked if the letter had been sent to Alex Neil regarding the proposed visit to the parliament. Michael replied he had the letter and he required a signature from Archie before it could be sent. Michael then read the letter and the committee agreed it should be sent. 

Newsletter – John reported that Rose due to health reasons, hasn’t managed to have a draft available yet.

Website training – Michael confirmed this was taking pace on the 8th October and David and Larry were both due to attend.

Peter requested that the contact details of all committee members be updated and copies made available to all committee members.

Feedback from meeting with Minister
Archie provided feedback to the meeting on the key issues that were raised. These relatd to the networks responses to the draft bill and included issues to do with regulation, right to buy and Housing Revenue Accounts. Archie reported that it had been a constructive meeting and the Minisnter had listened to their points. Mr Neil also requested that these meetings with the networks be held on a quarterly basis with the next meeting taking placew in December. Mr Neil suggested that the Head of the Scottish housing regulator be invited to the next meeting to hear the networks concerns.

Archie also highlighted that Mr Neil wanted evidence of councils moving funds out of the HRA to other areas.  

Michael commented that this issue was being discussed at the next chairpersons and secretaries meeting as it had been raised by a number of the regional network committees.
Archie concluded that the network chairpersons had been greatly heartened that the Minister was listening to their concerns. 

Response to Private Housing Issues Consultation 
Michael asked the committee if they still wanted to respond to this consultation today as the remaining time was limited. Peter responded that he thought the committee should repond particularly as they had not responded to the draft housing bill consuoltation due to how their committee meetings had been scheduled. He added that he didn’t want other networks to think that their committee didn’t respond to important issues. He did also comment that it had to be rembered that they were not experts in these subject areas and they required time to consider all, the information to be able to make an informed  decision.
Peter suggested that the committee have a further meeting to discuss the consultation paper and submit their response. The committee agreed that they needed to respond to this consultation. It was agreed to meet at 12 noon in highlander House on Tuesday 29th September and all committee members who wanted and were able to attend. Ann was concerned that they were being asked to respond in a short period and May expressed a view that she was happy for those committee members with more experience to respond on her behalf.

Update on newsletter
See under matters arising.

AOB & Date of next Meeting
The committee raised the issue of more effective communication. It was recognised that not everyone was on email and that they should be more comfortable about phoning each other. It was suggested that the chairperson could phone each committee member every month.   
Michael reminded Archie and Peter that a regional network chairpersons and secretaries meeting was taking place in October. The committee felt it was important that minutes form these meetings were available to all committee members.
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