Region 8: East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire, Committee Meeting – 26 October 2009

Europa House, Glasgow – APPROVED NOTE OF MEETING


Attendees
Peter Winnie
Archibald Cumming

May Shearer
Ann Sinclair

Jeanette Arneil

David Abercrombie

Apologies

Allan Todd

John Colquhoun
Rose Bowie

Madge Nugent

Larry Nugent

Archie welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Minutes of Last Meeting held on 22nd September
Proposed as an accurate record by Peter

Seconded by Ann  
Matters Arising
Peter highlighted that the committee had a good meeting to discuss the private housing issues consultation paper. Those on the committee that were able to attend the extra meeting had discussed the full paper and had provided a response on key areas to the Scottish Government. Peter asked that a copy of their response be provided to all committee members. 
The committee had a discussion on changes to the right to buy, one of the proposals in the housing bill consultation.  Peter also commented that John Colquhoun wanted clarification on issues regarding repairs in multi-tenure buildings.  Michael said he would send information to John before the next committee meeting.  
Feedback from Chairperson & secretaries meeting 7th October
Archie and Peter provided feedback to the committee from the chairpersons and secretaries quarterly meeting that had taken place on the 7th October in Glasgow. This was the first of these meetings that both Archie & Peter had attended as the East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire (Region 8) Regional Network. They had both been welcomed as new members to the group. Archie provided some information on the discussion that had taken place regarding local authorities Housing Revenue Accounts. A presentation on the basic facts was given by Jamie Hamilton from the Scottish Government’s Housing Quality Team.  There is going to be a small group of network committee members to prepare a paper for the Minister, Alex Neil on the matter raising concerns and providing anecdotal evidence on abuses of the system.  

At the meeting there was also feedback from the lunchtime seminar that had been given to civil servants on the role of the networks, this had been well received. Kevin Paterson reported on the successful workshop that the networks had facilitated at the Annual TPAS conference in Dundee. This had been one of the best attended workshops and provided a good platform to promote the networks to tenants. The chairs/secs meeting also reported back on the chairpersons meeting with Mr Neil, which Archie had reported back to the committee at the last meeting. The next of their quarterly meetings will be taking place on December 16th with the main topic for discussion being the modernisation of the Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR). The Acting Chief Executive of the SHR will also be attending. Archie and Peter highlighted that the Region 8 committee should have a think about any issues they would like Archie to raise in relation to the SHR. The chairpersons will be meeting on the 15th December to agree the final topics to present at this meeting.  Archie said that the last meeting with Mr Neil had been very productive as everybody got a chance to speak and the networks had shown the Minister that they were organised and disciplined in their approach to the matters being discussed.
The chairs/secs meeting also debated meeting Mary Mulligan, the labour spokesperson for housing. There were a number of differing views on this but it was agreed that the chairpersons should meet her to encourage opposition support for the housing bill and to hear the networks concerns on a number of matters.   
Finally the chairs/secs agreed to move the next full committee event to March or April 2010. A sub group including Allan from Region 8 would be meeting to discuss proposals for this. The event will be taking place in Glasgow. More details will be provided at the next R8 committee meeting.  

Peter asked that a copy of the previous minutes from the chairs and secretaries meeting be provided to committee members. Michael advised that these are also available on the regional network website. 

Feedback from website training
David attended the training on doing updates to the regional network website on the 8th October in Glasgow. Unfortunately Larry as the other R8 representative had been unable to attend.  David has experience of doing this sort of work already and will therefore be the main contact for R8 to do updates. This will include putting the approved minutes on the relevant pages and providing, announcements etc. David commented that the training had gone well. Michael suggested that the website be a standing item on committee meetings agendas.  The email address to contact Region 8 is:
Region8@regionalnetworks.org.uk
David will be able to access emails for this account and he can bring these to committee meetings for further consideration.

Update on newsletter
The newsletter is on hold at the current time. Rose has been unable to attend the last few meetings. The committee will agree how to proceed at their next meeting. 

Discussion on next full committee event

The committee had a brief discussion on how the afternoon networking session could be structured for the next full committee event taking place in either March or April. Those at the meeting agreed it should be informal, in groups with time for feedback at the end. It was suggested that there should be a scribe for each group and that it shouldn’t be called a workshop. 
AOB & Date of next Meeting
Parliament visit
Archie received a letter saying that the Minister for Housing & Communities, Alex Neil MSP is happy to meet with the committee as part of their organised parliament visit. Michael and Archie to confirm details to the committee of the date after speaking to the Minister’s private office.  The Minister’s diary is very busy so it is unlikely this will take place before the next committee meeting. Michael indicated that the committee are likely to have a short period with Mr Neil so should prepare for any specific questions they would wish to ask and these should relate to regional network business and not local matters.

Chartered Institute of Housing conference
Michael advised that this is taking place in Glasgow this year and the regional networks will be having a stand to promote the networks to both landlords and tenants. Volunteers will be needed to man the stand. More information will be given to the regional networks in January. 
Letter to RTOs
It was suggested that a letter could go to all the RTOs in region 8 from the committee with committee members offering to come out and speak to local groups and /or asking local RTOs to come along to committee meetings as observers. Michael to prepare a draft letter for the next meeting for the committee to consider. 
Peter enquired whether the officials in North Lanarkshire Council, names provided by Peter and John had been in contact. Michael advised that information on the networks was emailed to them some months ago and he hadn’t received a response.

Date of the next meeting
The date of the next meeting to be Wednesday 25th November, to be confirmed. 
** Post meeting note re arranged to Wednesday 2nd December at 10.30am as no meeting rooms were available in either Highlander House or the Europa Building.  
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