Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 14
Minutes of the Tayforth Extraordinary Committee Meeting held on

Friday 20th November, 10.30am, 2009 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Lynne Palmer 
	Perth City T&R Association 
	LP

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC

	Michael Twaddle
	Perth & Kinross Residents Association
	MT

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

Absent: 
	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk


	
Item
	
	Action

	1.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
Rena Smith welcomed Michael Twaddle to the meeting and the committee introduced themselves.  The remit of the Tayforth Regional Network was explained.

No changes required to previous minutes.  Minutes proposed by Rita Smart and seconded by Tom Allan.

	

	2.
	Matters Arising
.Page 4 item 5 – TPAS regional networks presentation will be sent to Rita Smart, David Chalmers, Vince Heneghan and Tom Allan...
Housing Charter discussion – An email was received from Anne Cook regarding the Housing Charter and this was discussed.  It was agreed that Janice Manzur will reply and CC in Rita Smart advising Anne Cook that Tayforth plan to approach the Federations of each area and ask them to hold (or let us chair) a seminar on the Housing Charter and what our members want to include in it.

Page 4 item 9 – Eric Allan’s response was passed to Lynne Palmer.

	SM
JM

	3.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

· Eric Allan – Delegated Authority discussion paper – for information only as already been discussed by the committee – this was handed out and was signed and returned to Janice Manzur.
· AnnMarie Stanley – Link to consultation results Repossession of Residential Property: Protection of Tenants: Consultation: Home Owner and Debtor Protection (Scotland) Bill.: www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/10/08121110/6 - for information only
· Kerry Edwards on behalf of Gareth Allan regarding results of standing for office consultation link www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/15300/TimeOffEntitlements - for information only

· Hugh McLung/Rena Smith - Conference Sub group minutes – Agenda item to be discussed at next meeting.
· Email received from Ann Bailey advising of the website handover on 02/11/2009

· Email from Anne Cook regarding the Social Housing Charter – see matters arising
· Letter advising of next meeting and containing previous meetings paperwork, sent to Maureen Smith and Cathy McKenzie

· Letter of thanks sent to Lynne Palmer, also inviting Lynne to the Xmas Lunch – a response was received thanking us but declining lunch

· Letter sent to Cathy McKenzie to advise of next meeting and asking for contact asap

· Email from Kevin Patterson regarding meeting with Mary Mulligan

· Draft Training report received – response by 21/12/09 required


	

	4.
	HRA – where we are so far

It was advised that the next Chairs/Secretaries meeting will be in January and the HRA subgroup will be sorted by then.  The HRA’s received will be passed to the subgroup then.  It was advised that it had been difficult to get Perth’s “Communities” accounts.   Vince Heneghan advised that he had Fifes HRA and passed this to Janice Manzur.  The HRA accounts were discussed at length. 


	

	5.
	FFOTRA AGM
Rena Smith apologised for not attending the AGM.  Vince Heneghan advised that it had gone well.  Steve Grimmond was the guest speaker, CEO of Fife Council.  The Tayforth Representative remains Janice Manzur.

	

	6.
	Website Update
It was advised that the website handover happened on 02/11/09 and that all training had been done.  Janice Manzur advised that the website had been updated with the previous (Septembers) minutes and advised the committee to note that the minutes will be put on the website one month in arrears to ensure that the minutes were accurate.


	

	7.
	Training Sub group feedback 
Janice Manzur advised that the training sub group had met recently and that a report regarding training was available.  This was handed out for all to read.  After further discussion, it was agreed that the pilot CIH course should run and that the following (in order) were the nominations from Tayforth:

Janice Manzur

Vince Heneghan

Michael Twaddle

Maureen Smith

Janice Manzur to complete the nomination form and send to Susan McLellan.

It was agreed that the policy environment course by Scottish Government should be run.  

After discussion, it was agreed that TPAS should be approached to run training on how to do workshops and TIS to help the committee create a workshop and questionnaire on the Housing Charter.  Susan Mclellan is waiting on word from TIS that these two training days can go ahead and will then contact Janice Manzur who will contact TIS and TPAS to arrange them.


	JM

JM

	8.
	Conference sub group minutes & discussion on requirements

Due to time constraints, it was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting.  Rena updated the committee that there had been a lot of discussion around Right To Buy.  This was discussed further by the committee...  The minutes will be sent out with Novembers minutes and January’s Agenda by Susan McLellan

	SM

	9.
	Issues the Committee wish to take further – further discussion (time permitting)

· What is the definition of “Affordable Housing”

Not discussed

· More social housing – new build for both council and housing associations

.

· Anti-social behaviour

· Complete ring fencing of the HRA

These were not discussed to due to time issues.

	

	10.
	AOCB
A. Rena Smith advised that the Sounding Board met and that all the Housing Bill results were in.  The Sounding Board is discussing the Right To Buy in depth.  A discussion was held on the Right To Buy between the committee members.
B. Susan McLellan advised that advertising for the Network was discussed and it was agreed to fund 3 poster display boards to be shared between the regions.  A Region just needs to book it in advance.  Pens, pads etc was also discussed, requested but refused funding.


	

	3.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 22nd January 2010 AT 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.   
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