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Region 5         Borders         Edinburgh         East Lothian         Midlothian

BEEM  REGIONAL  NETWORK

Minutes 24th August  2009

At Thistle House

Attendance    Jim Maryniak  Eskview  TRA. East Lothian  (Chair)



       Harry Sunderland  Edinburgh Tenants Fed. (Treasurer)



       Tina Beattie  North  Bughtlin  TA. Edinburgh 



       Gerry Moss Waverley Tenants Organisation Borders (Vice Chair


       Elaine Ferguson  Midlothian Tenants Forum 



       Cathie Mc Arthur  East Lothian  T.&R  Panel



       Jeanette Boyd  Windsor Park TRA. East Lothian



       Sheila  Rutherford McCallum Ratho Station RA. Edinburgh



       Peggy Ferguson  Eildon Tenants  Organisation Borders

       APOLOGIES 
                   Lillias Reid   Midlothian Tenants  Forum
                            Kath Beaton    Bannerfield TRA Borders ( Secretary)

                   Ellen Robertson  Midlothian Tenants Forum  

Minutes of 20th July 09 Approved with following Amendments

1. Tina’s Surname spelt with two TT, and it is a Tenants Assoc.

2. Sheila’s is a Residents Association

3. State areas of attendance on list above

4. Add dates meetings e.g Tina will attend meeting on 10th September. Harry will attended meeting on 20th August.

5. Add Treasurer to Harry Sunderland in attendance list
6. Opening bracket in front of Secretary minute missing

7. Sheila name on attendance to be amended to Sheila Rutherford McCallum.
Correspondence
· Response to Housing bill response  sent to S.G. 5th Aug 09 

· Regional Network Enquiry Capita Conference 30.11.09 Glasgow requesting  a presentation from the regions Action Take to Chairs for Decision
· Invitation from Alex Neil MSP to Chairs to attend Scottish Parliament on 16 September to discuss main points of Housing bill  Action Jim to attend

· Regional Network Website discussion paper on Logo for site –BEEM committee Agreed with proposal to include Scottish Government.
· Two people from each region to trained on updating website. Jim and Gerry to be trained
Feedback from Tenants Priorities – main priority tenants willing to pay more for services.  RTO’s more knowledgeable, but patchy.  Satisfaction good across sector, Tina to contact Scottish Government to clarify position whether 1 or 2 persons should be on this group. Next meeting of Scottish Housing  Charter Group 12th November 09.

Finance –At previous meetings a fee of £5 per month per committee member was proposed to cover cost of telephone and internet, Michael has suggested Jim takes it to the chairs with a view to continuity across all regional committees
Roles and Responsibilities  - This was put on to the agenda as we had agreed to open a bank account over 3 months ago but no action had been taken Date set (1st Sept 09)  to open bank account prior to the start of the meeting, 

Constitution and Communication Strategy were approved at the AGM need to be up and running. All minutes will be published online, but this does not stop committee members from feeding back to groups that the networks are representing, A Newsletter is another way to feedback. Committee agreed to establish a sub group to design a structure and guidelines all committee members responsible to provide articles .Sub group members are 

· Jim Maryniak  Elaine Ferguson  Sheila Rutherford McCallum
They will meet 1 hour prior to the next meeting.

Michael Boal to be asked for up to date list of RTO’s and other groups so sub group would be able to contact them regarding articles and distribution
Parliament Visit.  –  It was agreed to ask for a MSP visit ask Michael to organise.
Next Regional Committee Event- previous event feedback from Region 5 was poor. Jim to be involved next Planning Committee as outgoing chair. The committee were asked about being involved to try and prevent similar mistakes at the next event,  Tina has requested that her name be put forward for the planning committee.
Area Round- Up  

 Ratho Station   Sheila reported that residents are backing the building of 200 houses.

 ELTRP  Cathie announced date of AGM as 31 August 09 and invited committee members to attend
Next Meeting  5th October 2009  Newsletter group will meet at 11.00 AM 
                                                    Main meeting  will start with lunch at 12.00 Midday 
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