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South West Scotland
Region 6

‘Your voice in Holyrood’

South West Regional Network comprises Registered Tenants’ and
 Residents’ Groups (RTOs) throughout the South West of Scotland.
The Regional Network was established at its first Annual General
Meeting in 2007. The local authority areas represented are Dum-
fries & Galloway, South Ayrshire and East Ayrshire. Our aims and
objectives are to collate, evaluate and present the views and con-
cerns of our communities and RTOs to the Scottish Government.
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The committee are happy to announce that the third AGM of your Regional Network will be held on Monday 29
March 2010. The venue will be the Fairfield House Hotel in Ayr. The meeting will run from 11:00am to 2.00pm. A
buffet lunch and refreshments will be provided.

The meeting will give RTO representatives the chance to:

o Meet the Regional Committee

o Receive a report from the Chairperson

o Find out about the activities of the Regional Network

o Discuss topical issues and ask any questions

o Meet other representatives from across our region, and

o Fill vacancies on the Committee from Dumfries and Galloway, East Ayrshire and South Ayrshire.

It is very important that every local authority area has full representation on the Region 6 Committee. We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Hugh Wilson Fraser
Chair of South West Scotland Regional Committee



. South West Scotland

Housing (Scotland) Bill 2010 i What it means for local authority and
housing association tenants.

The Minister for Housing and Communities, Alex Neil, launched the Housing (Scotland) Bill which was sub-
mitted to Parliament on the 13 January 2010 and is part of the Government’s wider commitment to im-
proving the supply and quality of social housing.

The Bill will improve the value that tenants and taxpayers get from social housing by modernising how
social housing is regulated. It introduces a Scottish Social Housing Charter (the Charter) which will de-
scribe the outcomes that all landlords should be delivering for their tenants — giving tenants, landlords
and taxpayers a clear understanding of the purpose of social housing and of the value that it should be
delivering.

Region 6 Committee responded to the draft Bill consultation between April and August 2009. In response
to the concerns and issues that were raised, the Bill has been changed to include:

e A specific reference to safeguarding and promoting the interests of homeless people, as well as
the interests of tenants, in the modernised Scottish Housing Regulator’s (SHR) objective.

e New duties on the SHR that will place tenants, homeless people and other service users at the
heart of regulation. These duties will require the SHR to consult representatives of these groups
about how it operates and to involve them in its work. They will also require the SHR to make ar-
rangements for tenants to draw to its attention significant performance failures by landlords.

e Promoting equal opportunities by placing a duty on the SHR to encourage equal opportunities
and requiring social landlords to provide housing services in a way that encourages equal oppor-
tunities.

e Arequirement that all bodies that are eligible for registration as social landlords must be non-
profit distributing.

It emphasised that it was committed to making no changes to the RTB entitlements of existing tenants.
The Government has taken on board responses to its proposals by including three RTB reforms in the Bill.
These are:

e Ending the RTB for new supply social housing;

e Ending the RTB for new tenants entering the social rented sector; and

e Reforming pressured-area designations.

If you would like to find out more about the detail of the Bill then please visit
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsinProgress/index.htm

Your Regional Network committee members are influencing national policy
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