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Minute Number  15  
   
Venue Thistle House, 

Edinburgh 
 

   
Present Hugh McClung (Chair) Stirling Tenants Assembly 
 Moira Robertson Strathfillan Housing Group 
 Alex Lamb Stirling Tenants assembly 
 Therese Mullen LOBS T&R Association 
 Danny Mullen LOBS T&R Association 
 Helen Campbell Paragon T&R Association 
 Jean Murray Paragon T&R Association 
 Susan Robertson Delphwood T&R Association 
 Jack Hardman Clackmannanshire T&R Federation 
   
In Attendance Michael Boal Scottish Government Tenant Priorities Team 
   
Apologies Helen Forrest  Clackmannanshire T&R Federation 
 Donald Budge Stirling Tenants Assembly 
 Geoff Morgan Breton & Corentin Court Residents Association 
 May Barker Clackmannanshire T&R Federation 
 

Item Subject Matter Action 

1. Welcome 
Hugh gave a warm welcome to everyone in attendance.  
 

 

2. 
2.1 

Minute of Previous Meeting 
Minute of meeting held on 3 November, 2009 was approved on a 
motion by Jean Murray seconded by Alex Lamb 
 

 
 

3. 
3.1 
 
 
 
 

Matters arising 
Danny informed members that due to waiting for the publication 
of the Housing (Scotland) Bill there was no meetings of the 
newsletter sub-group held. Once the Bill’s contents were more 
understood the newsletter sub-group would meet to begin 
planning another issue of “The Peoples Voice”. 
 

 
Danny 
Therese 
Geoff 
Helen 

4. 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
Royal Garden Party – an invitation extended to nominate one 
member to attend the Royal Garden Party in Holyrood Park in 
June. Danny reported he had emailed those members with email 
accounts asking if they would like to attend. One positive response 
was received from Geoff. Danny forwarded Geoff’s details to the 
Protocol Department of the Scottish Government. Members 

 
 
 
 
Geoff 
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4.2 
 

agreed with the course of action Danny had followed. 
Hugh informed members he had received a separate invitation to 
attend and he was dealing with this himself. 

5. 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports and Information Feedback 
Chairs Meeting with Alex Neil 9 December 2009 – Networks Chairs 
met with Alex Neil and Michael Cameron Acting Head of Scottish 
Housing Regulator (SHR). The agenda had focused on the 
forthcoming Housing Bill and how tenants could influence its 
passage through Parliament. Hugh stated the Minister was very 
keen to see the Regional Networks playing a prominent role 
through: membership of the Ministerial Sounding Board and by 
providing written and oral evidence to the Local Government and 
Communities Committee. The Minister had advised he was hopeful 
that tenants would respond positively to the Bill’s provisions and to 
identify any concerns they had. Michael Cameron expressed a wish 
to see tenants represented on the Board of the SHR. The next 
Chairs and Ministerial meeting would be held on 22 March 2010 
with the agenda focusing on the Regional Networks concerns 
regarding Local Authority Housing Revenue Accounts. 
Local Government and Communities Committee – Members 
discussed the possibility of inviting the Standing Committee dealing 
with the Committee Stages of the Housing Bill to hold one of their 
evidence gathering sessions in Central Region. It was agreed to 
send a letter of invitation asking the Committee to consider 
holding one session in West Lothian. 
Chairs and Secretaries Meeting 19 January 2010 – Hugh provided 
members with a copy of William Fleming’s presentation relating to 
the Housing (Scotland) Bill introduced to Parliament on 13 January 
2010. Hugh advised Alex Neil had established a Ministerial 
Sounding Board with one place reserved for a representative from 
the Regional Networks. The remit of the Sounding Board would be 
to monitor the Bill’s progress and to feed into any future 
amendments. Chairs and Secretaries had attempted to secure 
additional representation for the Networks but were unsuccessful. 
Chairs and Secretaries had agreed that the Regional Networks 
representative would be Danny Mullen. The first of the Ministerial 
Sounding Board meetings would be held on 2 March. 
Chairs meeting with Mary Mulligan - Hugh reported Chairs had 
met with Mary Mulligan (Labour Party Housing Spokesperson) to 
discuss the Labour Party’s position in relation to the Housing Bill. 
Mary had stated she could not currently commit to anything in 
respect to the Bill as the Labour Party had not come to any 
concrete decisions. She did however indicate she had concerns 
over some aspects of Right to Buy. Mary also agreed to a further 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Danny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Danny 
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5.3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3.4 
 
 
 
 
5.3.5 
 
 
5.3.6 
 
 
 
 
 
5.4 
 
 
 

meeting with the Chairs and promised to inform her colleagues of 
tenants concerns.  
Evidence Sub-group - Chairs and Secretaries agreed to establish a 
sub-group tasked with coordinating and submitting written 
evidence on behalf of all Regional Networks to the Local 
Government and Communities Committee. Members of the sub-
group include Danny Mullen, Eric Allen, Jim Maryniak and Steve 
Byrne. All Regions are being requested to submit any points 
relating to the Bill to this sub-group.  
National Event – Hugh reported progress had been made in the 
organisation of this event. The event is to be held on 18 May in the 
Menzies Hotel, Glasgow and would have Alex Neil as guest 
speaker. The sub-group tasked with organising the event were 
keen to get Regional Networks ideas for the afternoon networking 
sessions. Members suggested it would be appropriate to have 
sessions and discussion on the Progress of Regional Networks and 
Housing Charter.   
SHR Working Group – Hugh advised the SHR intended setting up a 
small working group with representatives from the Regional 
Networks. Hugh asked for names of members wishing to sit on the 
working group. Therese agreed to have her name put forward for 
consideration. 
Evictions Working Group – Hugh advised that following the agreed 
selection protocol Helen McPherson and Hugh Wilson Fraser were 
selected to represent Networks on this working group. 
Housing Revenue Account – Hugh advised a report had been 
submitted to Alex Neil regarding Regional Networks concerns. The 
report would form the basis for discussions at the next Chairs and 
Minister’s meeting. Hugh also stated the current disquiet being 
expressed by the Regions was becoming an issue with individual 
local authorities. 
Networks Training Pilot – Alex and Danny provided members with 
an update on training. Both stated the sessions were professionally 
run and the content was relevant and enjoyable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hugh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Therese 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hugh 

6. 
6.1 
 
6.2 
 
 
6.3 
 
 
6.4 

Annual General Meeting 
Members agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 
10 April in the Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Livingston West Lothian. 
Members further agreed the AGM Agenda should include: a guest 
speaker/workshops on Housing Charter (Laura Gilbert), a Chair’s 
Report, a Treasurer’s statement and minute of last year’s meeting. 
Michael to issues member invitations and nominations forms for 
vacant positions on committee. It was also agreed to invite Michael 
and Anne Cook as guests. 
Members agreed to draft a letter providing feedback on the 

 
 
 
 
Danny 
 
 
Michael 
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 Housing Charter and include it with AGM papers. 

7. 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Committee Meetings  
Michael informed members were it was becoming more difficult to 
arrange meeting rooms in Thistle House. After consideration 
members agreed all future meetings should be held in Glasgow; 
preferably in Highlander House. Members agreed next meeting 
should be held on Tuesday 16 March. Michael to find out if 
Highlander House was available and if not to seek an alternative 
meeting room in the Europa Building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael 
 

8. 
8.1 

Website – Central Region webpage 
Hugh advised a further training session was being arranged to 
refresh the minds of those members charged with updating the 
website. Danny reported that all minutes were now posted on our 
webpage.  
 

 
Hugh/Danny 

9. 
9.1 

Financial Report 
Susan informed members £1000 had been deposited in the bank 
account in November 2009. Current balance now stood at £840.06. 
Members agreed to note the position. 
 

 
 
Susan 

10. 
10.1 
 
 
10.2 

Any Other Business 
Therese wanted to know whether another meeting of the Tenant’s 
Priorities Group was being arranged as it had been indicated that a 
meeting was planned for early spring. Michael agreed to find out. 
Susan requested meetings be arranged in plenty of time and to 
avoid having them at short notice. Agreed meeting dates should be 
arranged in agreement with members. 
 

 
 
Michael 
 
 
All members 

11. 
11.1 
 
 
 
11.2 
 
 
 
11.3 

Updates from Constituent Areas 
Jean advised Paragon had entered into a partnership agreement 
with Link Housing and had secured an additional 15 new build 
houses in Grangemouth. Tenants were in the process of receiving 
keys. 
 Hugh updated members on Stirling Council’s new eviction policy. 
He advised the change was in response to remedial actions around 
tenants in arrears. Hugh also advised Stirling Council had agreed a 
first batch of 15 new build houses.  
Moira informed members Rural Stirling HA had completed 14 new 
build houses. 
 

 

12. Close of Meeting  
There being no other business Chair closed the meeting. 
 
Next Meeting to be held in Europa Building, Glasgow on Tuesday 
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16 March 2010 at 11am. 

 


