Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 15
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 22nd January 2010, 10.30am, 2009 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC

	Michael Twaddle
	Kinross Residents Association
	MT

	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


Absent: 
	
Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
Rena Smith welcomed all to the meeting.

No changes required to previous minutes.  Minutes proposed by Rita Smart and seconded by David Chalmers.

	

	3.
	Matters Arising
Minutes from Octobers’ meeting - Page 4 item 5 – TPAS regional networks presentation for Rita Smart, David Chalmers, Vince Heneghan and Tom Allan was brought to today’s meeting.
Housing Charter discussion –This will be discussed under AOCB
Page3 No. 7 – The training subgroup and training was explained to the committee.

	

	4.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

1. Jim Maryniak – Minutes of Chairs/Secretaries meeting on  7th October 2009 – information only

2. Duncan Clark Scottish Government – Investment Reform Working Group letter – Information only

3. Michael Boal Scottish Government – Evictions in Social Housing Rented Sector, 2 volunteers requested from over all the networks (passed to Chairs/Secretaries and two volunteers recruited Huch McLung & Helen McPhearson) – Information only

4. AnneMarie Stanley Scottish Government – Minutes from the meeting with the Housing minister on 16th December – information only

5. Hugh McLung Regional Network – HRA Report to Housing minister – information only

6. Anne Cook Scottish Government – Bill Process – Information only (copy to each committee member)

7. Capita -  Social housing in Scotland conference 2010 Feb 22nd invitation  - information only

8. AnneMarie Stanley Scottish Government – minutes from meeting with Labour group 15th December 2009 – information only

9. Scottish Government – Housing Bill published news release – information only

10. Anne Cook Scottish Government – Housing Bill 2010 Local Government & Communities Committee call for evidence – advised where to find this and for each to complete if required.

11. Invitation from Alex Salmond to attend the Holyrood Garden Party in July – Tom Allan was selected to attend this and all paperwork was given to him to complete and return to Holyrood.

	TA

	5.
	HRA – where we are so far

It was advised that the HRA for our region was sent too late to be included and that There is an HRA report completed and will be given to the Housing Minister shortly.  It was requested to email a copy of the HRA report to Cathy McKenzie, Tom Allan and David Chalmers.   

The next meeting with the Housing Minister will be held on 22nd March 2010.  All Chairs attend. 


	

	6.
	Chairs/Secretaries Meeting feedback – Rena Smith
A. The Housing bill was handed out at this meeting.  A copy will be sent by Susan Mclellan to all the committee.
B. Evictions Working group nominees had to be selected quickly and as those approached by Rena were unavailable, Hugh McLung and Helen McPhearson were chosen

C. The Regional Networks National Event will be held on 18th May 2010 at Menzies Hotel, Argyle Street, Glasgow.  Further information to come.  A Meeting of this subgroup will be held on 11th February.  Ideas on  how to run the afternoon session was asked for and it was suggested that the regions representatives should be mixed up, sit round the table and discuss the issue at hand, no moving about.  Further ideas are sought.

D. At the next meeting with the Housing Minister, a sounding board will be set up to look at a variety of issues/organisations.  There is one place on this for the network.  It was advised that this should go back to the committees, a person to be nominated and then decided between those 9, if not using current protocol.

E. Prudential borrowing issue was raised but it was decided that this was a local issue.

	SM

	7.
	Conference sub group minutes & discussion on requirements

Already discussed in item 6 C

	

	8.
	Issues the Committee wish to take further – further discussion (time permitting)

These were not discussed and it was agreed to remove these from further agendas as the Regional network has progressed beyond these.
Anti-social Behaviour was raised in Cathy McKenzie’s area asking why Housing Associations are reluctant to deal with this.  This was discussed in full and it was also advised that this is a local issue and for it to be raised with the relevant Housing Association.


	

	9.
	AOCB
A. AGM – Rita Smart had received a call from the Dundee Hilton asking to send information out on what they can offer for our AGM.  Rita Smart is awaiting on this.  Susan Mclellan advised that we can use Origin Events to organise a suitable hotel, venue, refreshments etc.. this was agreed.  A subgroup was set up to go through the arrangements for the AGM and feedback to the committee.  The subgroup is: Cathy McKenzie, Rena Smith, David Chalmers and Mike Twaddle.  The first meeting will be held on 19th February, 1.30pm at Endeavour House, Dundee. 
B. It was suggested that another newsletter be done.  The subgroup for this will be Rita Smart, Rena Smith and Cathy McKenzie.  Janice Manzur will send Rena Smith two items (Training story and website update) for the newsletter.  Further information for the committee will be welcome.  Janice Manzur to email all with the contact list.

C. There will be a stall at the CIH Conference in March.  There is funding for Networks promotional items of a trolley coin/keyring and notebook/pen.  Volunteers were requested to man the stall but unfortunately, none were available.

D. TPAS/TIS will be hosting events to talk about the housing bill and will be advertising this soon.  It is advisable to book early

E. Susan McLellan has issued a paper on how to apply for and run a bank account for the regions.  Coming to us soon.

F. Housing Charter – It was agreed not to write to each area’s Federation regarding holding a Housing Charter workshop until after the training and to see if there will be volunteers to hold the workshop.  Tayforth will hold the workshop and ask the Federations to invite their members to attend (if possible).  It may be that we just use a questionnaire.  This will be decided after the training.  It was agreed that Rena Smith will contact TIS and TPAS to arrange training. After discussion, it was agreed that TPAS should be approached to run training on how to do workshops and TIS to help the committee create a workshop and questionnaire on the Housing Charter.  The dates for this will be 19th February (normal meeting) and 12th March (extra meeting).


	

	10.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2010 AT 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.   
THIS WILL BE A TRAINING DAY IN THE MORNING WITH THE AGM SUBGROUP MEETING AT 1.30PM
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