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BEEM REGIONAL NETWORK

Minutes March 1st 2010 

At Thistle House

Attendance

                    Jim Maryniak Eskview TRA. East Lothian (chair)

                        Harry Sunderland, Edinburgh Tenants Federation (treas)



Tina Beattie, North Bughtlin TA Edinburgh



Jeanette Boyd, Windsor Park TRA, East Lothian



Elaine Ferguson, Midlothian Tenants Forum



Lilias Reid, Midlothian Tenants Forum



Peggy Ferguson, Eildon Tenants Organisation, Borders



Ellen Robertson, Midlothian Tenants Forum



Cathie McArthur, East Lothian T&R Panel


Sheila Rutherford McCallum, Ratho Station RA, Edinburgh



Gerry Moss, Waverley Tenants Organisation, Borders (v chair)

Apologies
Kath Beaton

Minutes of 25th January 2010   approved by Harry Sunderland seconded by 



Gerry Moss.

Matters arising



Parliament visit – timescales short for a debate on the Housing Bill,



Michael to phone/email members re attendance.



Report on meeting with Alex Neil, MSP and Mary Mulligan MSP, 



Kevin Paterson has confirmed that this response was not an official


record of the meeting with Mary Mulligan and was therefore 



confidential.  Region 5 objects to the tone of this email, it was 



confrontational and rude in the extreme.  It has been suggested that



a memo goes to all chairs to ensure that a minute taker be in attendance



at all meetings.



Harry Sunderland has tendered his resignation due to pressure of work.



he will stand down at the AGM on 29th May 2010.

Housing Bill update


All responses to the Bill to be in by 4th March 2010.  Danny Mullen


was tasked to respond on behalf of the Regions. It is understood that



He will be asked to report orally to Parliament, region 5 suggests that if 



he is not comfortable with this then it should be decided by the 



Protocol Procedure.

Website



Training day in December, all approved Minutes on the Web, also all 



profiles have been installed.  It has an Events and Diaries system 



which can be used by local groups, links to groups can be made 



available.  Sam Reeves is contact for link to Edinburgh.  Web 



address www.RegionalNetworks.org.uk  

AGM Planning



Grosvenor Hotel booked for 29th May 2010.  Speaker has been agreed, 



but not determined who.  TIS to be asked to make presentation – Social



Housing Charter and to collect views. Jim to email Illene Campbell.



Write to all RTOs to in mid April with invitation.  Launch Newsletter 



at AGM,  article to be included to thank Harry Sunderland for his 



contribution to the Beem Network.  Articles/content to Jim for 


newsletter.  Michael to do article on the Housing Bill. Re-election of 



Office Bearers at first meeting after AGM.

HRA Report



Concerns raised as to misuse of HRA with Alex Neil, MSP who is now 



considering paper on allegations.  Feedback from Training Pilot carried 



out by CIH  was very encouraging and it is hoped that it will be open 



to all members.  CIH Conference stall to be manned by Gerry on the 



16th Sheila on the 17th and Harry on the 18th.



Expenses Paper to be delayed until next meeting on 12th April 2010.



Tenant Engagement presentation to take place on 11th March.
Round-up



Eildon  concerns as down to 5 members, discussion with TIS on 



recruitment.  Discussions on Action Plan for training members and 



talks with Eildon staff on their work.



East Lothian TRP. ELTRP had a very successful open meeting on 



25th January to discuss the publication of the New Tenants Handbook



this was a lively session with good positive feedback followed by a



Burn’s Supper with tenants producing some on the spot poetry and 



singing provided by members of Musselburgh and Inveresk


Community Council.



ELTRP have been revising their policies and they are now out for 



Consultation.  The Chair and the Development Oficer met with young



mothers based at First Step, which is a project that works with and



supports young parents and families in the Wimpy area of



Musselburgh. It is hoped that this will be an inroad to communicating



with young tenants.  Members also attended the Conference held in 



Perth on the Housing Bill this was attended by some 80 delegates.



A very useful session which will help us in our response to the Bill


Due on the 4th March 2010.

Midlothian  The Open Meeting held on 1st February 2010 was well attended.  One of the original speakers was ill so the Housing Manager stepped in and gave an interesting talk on the Council's new homeless initiative called The Point which opened in September 2009 where homeless people can go to meet with staff trained in giving advice and information to those at risk of becoming homeless for whatever the reason.  Instead of just trying to house the applicant the staff at The Point work with them and try and prevent homelessness in the first place.  A holistic approach has been adopted where they also look at support with issues such as education and employment.  Since The Point opened it has had over 400 people referred and because of the new approach, less than half of these have down the homeless route.  The service will be developed further and marketed with an article in the Midlothian News.  Other issues such as disputes with family or friends are also to be tackled in the future with a homeless mediation service being introduced as the existing mediation services do not include homeless people at present.   

The second speaker, Inspector Neil Simpson of Lothian & Borders Police spoke about ASB, drug dealing, underage drinking and how the police deal with these issues.  

Both speakers took questions from the floor and everyone agreed the answers given were satisfactory.

Estate Walkabouts are still being carried out on a monthly basis by three Forum Members, our Development Consultant and Housing Officers from the area being walked.  Feedback from the Council on work carried out on issues pointed out by the members is improving although some estates will be visited again to check on what work still has to be done.

NBTA  Our Landlords, Castle Rock Edinvar, are holding an Annual Estate Walkabout on 3rd March to note tenants’ views on the levels of service they are receiving for common areas in the estate. The last time this type of walkabout was held, tenants’ views were noted but no action was taken. We are concerned that an annual review of this type will again be ineffective in producing any improvements. Previous to this being arranged, we had requested a review of the Service Level Agreement we have for Monthly Walkabouts. This has now been deferred until after the Annual Walkabout. 

We continue to work with our Neighbourhood Partnership on improvements for our area and are currently looking at the provision of more grit bins, litter bins and the possible installation of benches on the off road pathways round our estate. 

Mactaggart and Mickel have produced a Phasing Plan for the development of Bughtlin Market. The entire project will take approximately 3 years to complete with the installation of the shops being programmed for completion towards the end of this current year.

NBTA have not yet received a final decision from Castle Rock Edinvar on their Annual Funding Application which was lodged on 3rd February 2010.


