Region 8: East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire, Committee Meeting – 20th January 2010
Highlander House, Glasgow – APPROVED NOTE OF MEETING


Attendees
Peter Winnie
Archibald Cumming

Jeanette Arneil

David Abercrombie
Allan Todd

John Colquhoun
Apologies

Rose Bowie

Madge Nugent

Larry Nugent

Archie welcomed everyone to the meeting. The committee had a discussion regarding the attendance of committee members. It was recognised that unfortunately many committee members had been suffering from ill health and two committee members had resigned due to ill health and caring commitments. Peter highlighted that the committee needed to do more to publicise the network to RTOs in the region to encourage new members at the AGM.  
Minutes of Last Meeting held on 2nd December 2009
Proposed as an accurate record by Jeanette
Seconded by Allan 
Matters Arising
Allan provided feedback from the conference planning group meeting regarding the network event on the 18th May in the Menzies Hotel, Glasgow. He said that the Minister, Alex Neil and William Fleming, Head of the Tenant priorities Team will be attending in the morning. There will be a further meeting of this group in February to discuss the proposals for the content for the afternoon session. 
Meeting with Minister and parliament visit
Archie won’t be able to attend as he has other commitments that day which can’t be changed. The group discussed travel arrangements to get to the parliament. The plan is that the committee will have a short pre-meeting then meet Mr Neil at 11:30am following this at 12 there will be a tour of the parliament and then tickets for the afternoon session in the debating chamber.  It was agreed that the committee would have three questions and a supplementary question if there was time.

The first question would be from Jeanette, followed by a question about the proposed charges for regulation included in the housing bill. Allan would ask the question regarding the ability to provide 35,000 new homes a year in the current economic climate. The supplementary question would relate to owner occupiers not paying charges when they are in communal blocks of housing association or council properties.  
Feedback from chairperson’s & secretaries meeting
Peter circulated a report that he had written providing feedback from this meeting.  He also mentioned about the HRA report that the networks were submitting to the Minister. A copy of this had been made available to all committee members.
Communication & website updates 
David has been updating the website including adding an announcement about the forthcoming meeting with Mr Neil as well as putting on the agendas and approved minutes from committee meetings. The committee thanked David for doing this. Michael added that further training from whitespace was going to be provided to assist those responsible for updating the regional network website.
Updates
Allan, Archie and Peter will be the R8 representatives attending the pilot training programme run by the CIH. They will report back how this is progressing at the next committee meeting. Michael added that each network committee also has 2 training days available to them. One being from TIS and the other from TPAS. It will be up to each committee to decide what to use these days for. 
CIH conference – Allan put his name forward to man the stand as did Peter and John if there were not enough volunteers from other regions. Michael added there was no guarantee that someone from R8 would be offered a place as the tenant participation team would have to see how many people volunteered. Confirmation would be provided in advance of the conference which is being held at the SECC in Glasgow from the 16-18 March.   
AOB & Date of next Meeting
No other business and Archie thanked everyone for attending and wished all well for the meeting with Alex Neil.
Date of the next meeting
The date of the next meeting to be Wednesday 24th March 2010, 
Highlander House at 10.30am
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