Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 17
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 23rd April 2010, 10.30am, 2010 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC

	Michael Twaddle
	Kinross Residents Association
	MT

	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


Absent: 
	
Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
Rena Smith welcomed all to the meeting and gave an update on how Rita Smart is doing after her operation.  A card will be sent by the network to wish her well.
No changes required to previous minutes.  The minutes were proposed by Vince Heneghan and seconded by Mike Twaddle.

	

	3.
	Matters Arising
None

	

	4.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

1. Email from Danny Mullen, thanking us for the comments on the Housing Bill along with the final response to the Housing Bill – Final Response document enclosed – for information only

2. Email from Hugh McLung, a report on how, in his own opinion, the Networks are doing and “homework” questions for each committee to discuss – discussion required

3. Email from Jamie Ballantyne regarding follow up from Training – discussion allocated to Agenda item on Housing Charter

4. Email from Social Housing Scotland regarding the Tenants in the Social Rented Sector – Consultation.  A copy of the consultation is to be sent out to each committee member by Susan McLellan 
5. Email from Anne Cook regarding the official response on the presentation of evidence on the Housing Bill – email link – for information only

6.  Copy of letter to be sent to William Fleming, inviting him to attend our AGM

7. Copy of letter to be sent to Susan McLellan with Bank details (blanked out)

8. Email received from Susan McLellan with copy of AGM invitation – information only

9. Proposal from Region 9 regarding suspending Chairs/Secretaries meeting.  I have included a potential response – It was advised to the committee to read these and to bring back a response to the next meeting.  However, Janice Manzur had prepared a response and it was agreed to take this back to the Chairs/Secretaries meeting in response to Region 9’s proposal.

	SMc



	5.
	Training Feedback
Janice gave feedback on how the CIH training pilot ran.  It went well but there were a few teething problems.  There was a lot of digression.  People left early a lot and didn’t do homework which showed a lack of commitment.  This was discussed and Vince Heneghan advised that his sessions went well too.  It was also advised that in the leadership/chair sessions, the breakout work could be more geared towards the networks rather than “management”. 

	

	6.
	Housing Bill
An update was given on the housing bill to date.  Some had attended the TIS/TPAS sessions.  There are still consultations going on.  The Committee (Housing) is still taking evidence on the bill.  Danny Mullen had attended this and had done extremely well.  Jim Maryniak was called up to give evidence on Wednesday past and he had done well too, and referred to the Regional Networks.  These sessions are available online.  Once fully up and running links will be sent out.  As stated there is still more evidence to be given, especially about the Right to Buy.  Stage 1 ends in June, Parliament then goes into recess then is back in August when stage 2 should begin.

	

	7.
	Chairs/Secretaries Meeting feedback
Feedback was given on the Chairs/Secretaries meeting.  It was advised that there was a ministerial meeting on 22nd March 2010.  There was an update of the Housing bill (given in item 6).  An update on the future for the Scottish Housing Regulator.  When consultations would begin (Later this year or beginning of next).  There was an update on the seminar on 18th May at Menzies Hotel, Glasgow.  Mike was advised his booking form had not been received and Cathy was unsure if hers had been sent.  Susan will resend out the booking form to both to complete and return.  Region 9’s proposal to suspend the Chairs/Secretaries meeting was discussed in correspondence and a response was agreed.  There was an update on the website how we are doing fine and that Janice Manzur is now temporarily administrator to the full website.

	

	8.
	AGM

A copy of the invitation letters were handed out in the correspondence pack in item 4.  This was gone over to confirm contact details of Rena Smith and Janice Manzur.  The closing date is 4th June for attendees or nominations.  A copy of the hotel contract was available and it has been booked for 40 at the Apex in Dundee along with teas, coffees and lunch.

	

	8.
	Questionnaire/Workshops
As this would take a lot of time, it was agreed to set aside two hours at a separate meeting to create both the workshop and the questionnaire, it was also agreed that once done, these would be shared with the other Networks.  A date to be set at the end of the meeting.

	

	9.
	AOCB
a. The newsletter was discussed and would have to be ready by the 19th June for our AGM.  It was agreed that Janice Manzur will send three items for inclusion, these will be a piece about the Web, about the CIH training and an update on the Housing Bill.  Susan McLellan will send the timings of the bill to Janice Manzur.  Cathy McKenzie, Mike Twaddle and Vince Heneghan will get a picture taken and send to Rena Smith to be included with their bio paragraph.  A wordsearch will also be included.

	

	10.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON:

Friday 21st May 2010 – Eviction in the Social Rented Sector & Questionnaire/Workshop session

Friday 11th June 2010 – Tayforth’s normal meeting 
All above meetings  will be held at 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.  
Saturday 19th June 2010 – Annual General meeting

This will be held at the Apex Hotel, Dundee 
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