Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 19
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 23rd July 2010, 10.30am, 2010 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC

	Michael Twaddle
	Kinross Residents Association
	MT

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc


Apologies:

	Ian Robertson
	Glenrothes Area Residents Federation
	IR


Absent: 
	Cathy McKenzie
	Whorterbank Area T&R Association
	CMk

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


	
Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
Rena Smith welcomed all to the meeting.  

No changes/corrections required to previous minutes.  The minutes were proposed by Tom Allan and seconded by David Chalmers.

	

	3.
	Matters Arising
Susan McLellan brought the list of RTO’s and these are the recent ones.  A paper copy is to be circulated to the committee and Janice Manzur to send email of these to Rita Smart, Rena Smith and Mike Twaddle

	JM

	4.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

Received:

1. Email from Rita Smart regarding the event/workshop in Perth on 11th August – not enclosed – for information only
2. Email from Anne Cook regarding initial Stakeholder consultations for the Scottish Housing Charter – For information only

3. Email from Social Housing Scotland regarding Eviction of Tenants in the Social Rented Sector: Protection of Tenants with Rent Arrears – for information only
4. Email from Hugh McClung regarding Eric Allan being under the weather – a card is to be sent from Tayforth (already purchased and awaiting address) – for information only
5. Letter received from Angiolina Foster regarding and invitation to a Public Meeting with Members of the Scottish Cabinet in Stirling – decision required

6. Letter received from Scottish Government with copy of Event Report from 18th May Event – (not enclosed) for information only and available on request

Sent:

1. 3 letters were sent to Glenrothes Area Residents Federation, East Fife Federation of Tenants & Residents Associations and Fife Federation of Tenants & Residents Association.


	

	5.
	AGM feedback
It was felt that the conference and workshop went well, the venue was good but the catering was poor.  The evaluation feedback form was handed out and this was reflected in the attendees evaluation forms.  This will be feedback to Origin Events.

	

	6.
	Workshop/Questionnaire Update
The first workshop will be in Perth on 11/08/2010 and will be facilitated by Rita Smart and David Chalmers.  It is being hosted by Perth Federation TRA and is to be funded by them, however, expenses will be paid to Regional Networks attendees (RSm and DC).  This was agreed by the committee unanimously. It was advised that all tenants and residents are welcome and that their own landlord should pay expenses (eg through own TRA).  A discussion was held around Tenants & Residents attending and it was agreed that we are neighbourhood communities so both responses would be valid.
Fife Federations were contacted but there has been but one response from FFOTRA.  It looks like the workshop would be held in October 2010.  Janice Manzur will contact GARF and EFFTRA regarding the hosting workshop.

Dundee Federation will be hosting their workshop on 13/08/2010 at the Baptist Church, Ward Road, Dundee 10am-12pm.  It will be facilitated by Rita Smart and Rena Smith.  Invitations will be out soon.

1 questionnaire has been returned to date.
	

	7.
	Tayforth – How can we raise awareness of us to our member RTO’s
It was felt we do a lot – we have AGM, newsletters, Tenant participation team newsletters from Scottish Government and we have sent out questionnaire’s.  How do we get more?  This is unknown to the committee but suggestions were welcomed.  It was suggested we write to every RTO inviting a representative to attend one meeting over the next three meetings to find out what we do.  This was agreed and Janice Manzur to devise the letter and email to Susan McLellan to send out.  A local issue was raised and advice was given to take this back to the local landlord, Federation or RTO.  Regional Networks will pay the expenses of those representatives from the RTO.

	

	8.
	Chairs/Secretaries Feedback

The following report was handed out: 

14/07/10 Chairs/Secretaries Meeting feedback for information:

1. Michael Cameron from the Scottish Housing Regulator spoke to the Chairs/Secretaries meeting regarding the changes that are coming as a result of the new Housing Bill.  There will be a new board, recruitment around the end of the year and to be in place for April 2011.  The Chairs/Secretaries will be advised of when the post for Tenants applicants are available and will filter this down to all Regions for those interested.  Further informal consultations will take place later this year and formal ones should start around April 2011 with all coming together to start the powers of the new regulator around April 2012.

2. Cosla has not responded to the requests from the Network to have a meeting about the HRA.  A letter is to be sent to the Minister to advise him of this and ask for further assistance in setting up a meeting.  Hugh McClung is to write this letter.

3. The report from the Event on 18th May was circulated.

4. The notes from the Ministerial meeting in March were circulated and are available to any upon request.

5. A report from Eric Allan regarding the Perceived Decline of Communities and Estates was submitted and will be taken to the next Ministers meeting in September.

6. Each Network gave insight into how they were consulting on the Scottish Housing Charter and Anne Cook gave an update on formal events being hosted throughout the Regions (in your correspondence pack.

7. Volunteers are required to man the stalls at the TPAS conference in October –please contact Janice/Susan regarding this urgently if you can help…Rita Smart and Rena Smith provisionally volunteered.  Susan McLellan will feed this back and let them know what is happening.
8. Next meeting of the Chairs/Secretaries will be at 11am on Tuesday 14th September before the Ministerial meeting (in Edinburgh at Victoria Quay).


	

	8.
	AOCB
a. Tom Allan attended the Royal Garden Party in Edinburgh.  He and his Wife enjoyed the day.  This was discussed in detail
b. There is to be a public meeting of the Scottish Cabinet in Stirling, there were no volunteers but it was agreed, if possible, Janice Manzur may attend.

c. Susan McLellan raised the issue of the CIH training and it was asked if one meeting can become a training day, this was declined due to other issues over the next three meetings

d. It was feedback that the Whorterbank RTO has folded by the Dundee TPO.  Janice Manzur to contact Cathy McKenzie regarding this and feedback to the committee.  


	

	9.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT 3 MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON:

Friday 3rd September 2010 
Friday  15th October 2010

Friday  26th November 2010 

The above meetings will all be held at 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.  
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