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Hi  my name is  Rena Smith and I’m Chair of  Tayforth Region 3 and I was involved with setting up of the Regions from the beginning.
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Hi  my name is  Rena Smith and I’m Chair of  Tayforth Region 3 and I was involved with setting up of the Regions from the beginning.

The Committee was elected at the Inaugural AGM in June 2008 which was well attended. We meet monthly in Dundee as it is central. The Constitution was issued to all Registered Tenants Organisations before the AGM and  was accepted then. .

We hope you enjoy our first Newsletter and we are very interested in hearing comments from the Registered Tenants Groups in the three areas covered by Tayforth 

We need your support if we are going to make a difference and get our views across to the Scottish Government.
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                     COMMITTEE MEMBERS (not in last issue))

Cathy McKenzie
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                                                                                                                                 Mike Twaddle

                                                                                                                                               

Vince Heneghan
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CIH Training for the Networks
When the Regional Networks were first set up, a training needs analysis was carried out.  This was to find out what they needed to carry out their role in bringing tenants, residents and Scottish government together.

This analysis was fed back to the Networks and it was decided to proceed with the most urgent training.  This was Government policy making and how to lead the networks.  This training would allow the volunteers to fulfil their roles as tenant/resident representatives to the Scottish Government.

A training subgroup was set up to look into the different types of training and who would provide this. It was agreed to go with the Chartered Institute of Housing as these are the ones who train the professionals in Housing.  And why should the Networks not benefit from their experience!

It was also agreed that there will be two pilots of this training run in the new year (Jan-Mar 10) to allow the Networks to evaluate the training and adjust it as necessary.  Volunteers were sought from the 9 regions and they will be attending the training in either Edinburgh or Glasgow.

The training will cover:

· An introduction to Scottish Housing Policy

· The Policy and Political Processes – influencing and interpreting

· Developing Leadership Skills

· Be the Best – Good Chairing and Meeting Skills

It seems to be a good idea that the Regions’ volunteers will be mixed together in the training bringing their own skills and experiences together so we can help each other in our learning.

As one of the volunteers who will be attending the training (hopefully Edinburgh….) I look forward to the new skills that can be used in bringing Tenants and Residents views on a wide range of Scottish Governments Housing policies.  

By Janice Manzur, Secretary, Tayforth Regional Network

MINISTER AT QUESTION TIME           WORDSEARCH

   THE NINE REGION NETWORKS 
1.     Highland and Argyll & Bute

2.     Northern Lights

3.     Tayforth

4.     Central

5.     BEEM

6.     South West Scotland

7.     West Strathclyde

8.     Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire

9.     Glasgow & Eilean Star

   See details on Regional Network Website            
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What’s been happening since our last AGM?





Chairs and secretaries still meet regularly and the nine regions are working well.





The Regions’ Chairs have met with Alex Neil, Minister for Housing and Communities and also with Mary Mulligan,  Labour Minister.





The concerns Tenants have with the Housing Revenue Account have been brought to the Minister’s attention.





The Minister has set up a Sounding Board with many organisations attending e.g. COSLA, SFHA, TIS, TPAS Shelter etc. Danny Mullen, Region 4, attends on behalf of the Regional Network.





The Sounding Board will be looking at the progress of the Housing Bill and a Charter being set up to run in conjunction with the Bill.





What will be in this Charter is


very important as it could  contain Standards for the Services Tenants should get from their Landlord. Tenants have the chance to influence what goes in the Charter.
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WELCOME





18th MAY 2010 EVENT





This event was held in the Menzies Hotel, Washington Street, Glasgow.


Hugh McClung, Region 4, chaired the event. There were 76 people on attendance list.





Alex Neil, Minister for Housing and Communities, was first speaker. His presentation covered the Housing Bill and the proposed Scottish Social Housing Charter. After his presentation there was time for questions. As there is a change in the way the Regulator works one of the questions was – How did the Minister view tenants having a place on the new Board? Anyone can apply for a place on the new Single Housing Regulator Board. There will be information coming out regarding procedure for applying for a place. This person would have to have commitment, ability and a knowledge of Housing Issues. We were promised we would be told the make up of the Board, The Minister then left as he had other commitments.





William Fleming, Tenants Priority Team, Social Housing Division also did a presentation, concentrating on the Scottish Social Housing Charter. During the presentation there was a blank slide. This caused a bit of hilarity. William Fleming explained that this was because, at the moment, the Charter is a blank sheet. This will be a very important document. It could be the way forward for Tenants to know what Landlords should be doing for Tenants e.g. Standards for Housing Services and the old chestnut Tenants Participation. It may also have responsibilities for Tenants. It has been emphasised that Tenants have the chance to influence what goes in the Charter. There is plenty time to do this as it will be 1st April 2012 before it comes into effect. (see stages on page 4). but let’s make sure we get it right and contains realistic goals. There will be questionnaires and events covering this subject throughout Scotland. Tayforth has been looking at ways to do this. All RTOs in our area will be consulted and kept up to date. Once approved the SHR must assess Landlord’s performance against the Charter.





The Scottish Government will be issuing more Documents. The Scottish Housing Bill is still not final as there have been organisations appearing at meetings in Holyrood raising concerns. Danny Mullen, Region 4, took part on behalf of the Regional Network. There is a Private Housing Bill and a Housing Policy Discussion document has just been launched.





Other concerns are the ageing population, the Scottish Housing Quality Standards, the new political change and cuts in funding.





Anne Cook gave an update on the Regions. She thanked all the committees for their work. The Chairs of the nine Regions meet with Minister on a quarterly basis. This is when the Regions bring up the different issues.





After lunch there were two workshops looking at the Single Scottish Housing Regulator and the Progress of the Regional Network. All in all it was a very informative event and enjoyed by all the delegates.


                                                                      Written jointly by Tom Allan and Rena Smith  
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   DELEGATES                        HUGH, ANNE & WILLIAM                    WORKSHOP


PHOTOS TAKEN AT EVENT IN GLASGOW ON 18th  MAY
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Web – The Regional Networks





The Regional website has been up and running for just a year now.  It is important to know that the Regional Network Website is the only regular means of communication the Networks have with the RTO wide membership.





It is where the minutes and agendas of meetings are kept and updated every 4/6 weeks.  Any news or updates on consultations are listed here.





Anyone can access these and find out what the committee is up to and what they are taking forward to the Housing Minister.  





It is also where information about the committee is found.  There are profiles on each of Tayforth Regional Network Committee members.  So go and check out who we are…





www.regionalnetworks.org.uk
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I have been involved with the Kennoway Area Tenants Residents Association since 1989. My position is now Secretary. Am very committed to achieve the best for my community. I‘m involved with Kennoway Community Council and Sandybrae Management Committee. Have been involved with Fife Federation of Tenants Residents Associations since 1993 and am now Vice Convenor. Have been on sub committees meeting Fife Council Housing Service and Fife Housing Association.. Lastly I am involved with Digital Fife Project since 2002 to learn to use the computer and develop the Association Website. I received a Community Award in May 2008.








I have been chef and hotelier, worked in several countries, now retired. I speak French reasonably well some German. Am interested in local politics. I stood twice  for council for Labour party. The last time being narrowly beaten. I left labour Party in 2004. Have been Secretary of Milnathort Tenants and Residents Association for eight years, Chairman for two years and now Vice Chairman of the newly formed Kinross Residents Association. Am a keen artist, fly fish and did swimathon to raise money for charity. I am an Outward Bound School graduate.
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I  joined The  Tayforth  Regional  Network to  gain  more  information  on  Housing  and  Community Issues to enable me to help my Community.  I am Secretary of Whorterbank RTO.  I am also a member of  Dundee West Group,  Fairer Scotland Forum  and  Home  Scotland  Area  Committee.  I think  that  Communities  need  to  be well informed of all aspects of  Housing  and Community Regeneration and therefore need representation, 


as much as possible, to improve Services and Housing Issues
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MEETINGS AND CONTACTS





MEETINGS:	                     Monthly at the present time


ANNUAL GENERAL 


 MEETING:		          Yearly





CHAIRPERSON:               Rena Smith, 38 Balunie Crescent, Dundee, DD4 8PU


	email                       � HYPERLINK "mailto:rena@renasmith.wanadoo.co.uk" ��rena@renasmith.wanadoo.co.uk�


SECRETARY:	          Janice Manzur, FFOTRA, 38b hunter Street,   


                                           Kirkcaldy. KY1 1ED         		                                                          


         email                         � HYPERLINK "mailto:j.manzur@blueyonder.co.uk" ��j.manzur@blueyonder.co.uk�





REGIONAL NETWORK WEB SITE:                 www.regionalnetworks.org.uk 


SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT WEB SITE:           � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home" ��www.scotland.gov.uk/Home�      








�





SCOTTISH	HOUSING 	BILL		


REPAIRS	CHARTER	LANDLORD	


TENANT	PARTICIPATION


RENT	 	COUNCIL   TAX   HRA


REGIONAL 	NETWORK  TAYFORTH








  SEND US COMMENTS ON NEWSLETTER AND CONTENTS                                         


WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE NEWSLETTER?  


MATIONAL PROBLEMS TAYFORTH SHOULD TAKE UP ON BEHALF OF RTOs  


SEND US YOUR IDEAS AND CONCERNS


    


 RTO                  __________________________________________





CONTACT NAME___________________________________________������_____





ADDRESS            ________________________________________________


               


TOWN                  ____________________POSTCODE__________________





TEL NO              ___________________________________________














Stage 1 – Initial stakeholder discussions across the country, identify possible     Autumn 2010


                outcomes  Scottish Government produces discussion paper.


Stage 2 – Discussion paper published.                                                                  Early     2011


Stage 3 – Discussion groups reconvene to consider ideas in discussion paper, 


                 in light of these, Scottish Government prepares draft Charter.             Spring   2011


Stage 4  - Fprmal consultation on draft Charter. Following consultation Scottish


                Government submits revised draft Charter to the Scottish Parliament


                for approval. Parliament may invite final comments from stakeholders


                before deciding whether to approve the Charter.                                  Autumn 2011


                                  Charter - effective from April 2012








