Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 17
Minutes of the East Dunbartonshire & Lanarkshire Committee Meeting held on

Wednesday 5th May 2010, 10.30am, 2010 at Highlander House, Glasgow
Present:

	Rose Bowie
	
	RB

	Jeanette Arneil
	
	JA

	David Abercrombie
	
	DA

	Allan Todd
	
	AT

	John Colquhoun
	
	JC


In attendance:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc

	Michael Boal
	
	


Apologies:

	Madge Nugent
	
	RSm

	Larry  Nugent
	
	MS

	Peter Winnie
	
	


Absent: 
	
Item
	
	Action

	1.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes from meeting proposed as an accurate record by Rose Bowie seconded by John Colquhoun.

	

	2.
	Matters Arising

Regarding the meeting with Alex Neil on 22nd April 2010.

 

Jeanette requested a letter be sent to the Minister for clarification of the answer given by him, on the basis that her C.E.O. of Clydesdale Housing Association has a different interpretation of the facts.

 

Regarding Peter's question, Rose stated that Mr Neil answered the question satisfactorily.  John added, we are working for the Tenants.  The 2001 act was for the benefit of the Tenants, but some councils were only paying lip service to the 2001 act, we (RTO's) should be working from the bottom up - not from the top down.

 

Rose added that we need uniformity to tackle the councils as one and she has written to the Minister regarding this.

John stated we should be speaking to the Minister regarding what road the Regions want to go, either at the top or from the bottom.

 

John's question to the Minister on 22nd April regarding properties being held back on repairs and upgrades by owners not agreeing to them.  John also asked for copies of the Implementing the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 Volume 2 to be supplied for all his committee members in North Lanarkshire area in order to bring everyone up to date- Rose proposed that not only John's committee but all Region 8 committee member get a copy. This was agreed.

 

John also suggested that we might have representatives from TPAS and TIS to attend our meetings to explain in detail to members.

 

Rose was not happy with Mr Neil's answer to her question regarding the Scottish Housing Regulator. 


	

	4.

	WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE

 

Michael stated that West Dunbartonshire may now be interested in joining Region 8.

Rose suggested a letter be sent to West Dunbartonshire inviting them join Region 8, but understanding that this would take place after the AGM.

	

	5.
	HOUSING POLICY GROUP

 

Rose commented on the policy of pulling down existing houses instead of refurbishing them.   It was suggested she should send notes to Michael regarding this matter

	

	6.
	AGM PLANNING

 

Contact Susan McLellan regarding attendance.

Send back Nomination Form and Booking Form.

Ask your own committee to attend AGM 26th June at Jury's Inn at 11 am.

Respond by 18th June

All members must re-apply for position every year

	

	7.
	Chairs/Secretaries Meeting feedback
Rose attended but felt they went over old ground.  She said that Danny Mullen did a good job with the question and answer session.  However, she did not agree with Regions 9's suggestion to rationalise the meetings to be left for Chairperson's meeting with Government Minister.

Allan suggested the Chair and Secretaries meetings should be held in the Region who is holding the meeting.   This was discussed and decided it was not practical.

 

Rose suggested that we should have a witness attending and should not do away with Secretaries at meetings and remain as at present.  John commented that since Peter started taking notes at these meetings, we get more information than we ever did.  It was therefore felt that the committee did not approve of Region 9's suggestion.

It was suggested it was a financial decision to cut back the Secretary's attending the Chairperson's meetings.

Michael stated it was not about saving money but about duplication.

John suggested we vote on it - the outcome was that we do not cut back on Secretary's attending these meetings.  John also wants more information on the meetings of Chair and Secretary's. Michael said communication is most important to all members.

	

	8.
	CONSTITUTION
Michael stated there will are 2 amendments to the Constitution - information will be handed out at the meeting

	

	8.
	WEBSITE
Minutes will be on the website as will notes on the meeting with the Minister.  David was complimented on the Website at the Chair and Secretaries meeting

	

	9.
	AOCB
It was agreed that we need someone to take minutes when Peter is unable to attend.


	

	10.
	Date of next meeting
The next meeting is the Regional Network Committee Event, Tuesday 18th May 2010 at Menzies Hotel, Washington Street, Glasgow, followed by the AGM 26th June at Jury's Inn 11 am
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