Tayforth Regional Network


Meeting Number 21
Minutes of the Tayforth Committee Meeting held on

Friday 15th October  2010, 10.30am, 2010 at Endeavour House, Dundee
Present:

	Tom Allan
	Cardenden T&R Association 
	TA

	Janice Manzur
	Fife Federation Of Tenants & Residents 
	JM

	Rena Smith 
	Balmoral T&R Association (Chairperson)
	RS

	Vince Heneghan
	Kennoway TRA
	VH

	Rita Smart
	Dundee Federation Tenants Association
	RSm

	Ian Robertson
	Glenrothes Area Residents Federation
	IR

	Maureen Smith
	Perth & Kinross T & R Federation
	MS


In attendance:

Apologies:

	Susan McLellan
	Scottish Government 
	SMc

	Michael Twaddle
	Kinross Residents Association
	MT

	David Chalmers
	Alyth Area T&R Association
	DC


Absent: 
	
Item
	
	Action

	2.

	Minutes from Previous Meeting
Rena Smith welcomed all to the meeting.  

No changes/corrections were required.  The minutes were proposed by Rita Smart and seconded by Tom Allan.
It was noted that the paperwork for the meeting was not sent but handed out at the meeting.  This was due to last minute delays.  It was stated that paperwork must arrive before the meeting.  This was agreed.

	

	3.
	Matters Arising
Section 4 (5) It was advised that the policy training had been cancelled til after the New Year.
Section 6, page 2 – Maureen Smith was advised this was a local matter and advice had been given.

 Section 6, page 3 - The Glenrothes Federation situation was advised.  Ian Robertson to contact Rita Smart with dates for the training.  Irene Laing may contact via email.  Rena Smith advised that the Dundee event was cancelled due to lack of interest.  Concern over whether the TPO was passing on invitations was raised.  Vince Heneghan thanked Rena Smith for the Dundee Council hosting the event held on 14/10/2010.  It was advised this went well although the systems didn’t work at the start.

AOCB:

Maureen rescinded her resignation

D) It was advised that advice had been sought on the matter of holding an Xmas lunch and it was okay.  It was agreed to hold it in a Brewers Fayre, £10 per person plus a soft drink paid for by Tayforth Regional Network. Janice Manzur to arrange this.


	JM

	4.
	Correspondence
Correspondence discussed/handed out was:

Received:
1. Email from Gerald Casey from region 7 with their letter to the Prime Minister – for information only
2. Email from Michael Boal regarding the Scottish Social Housing Charter website with poster and postal form – for information only
3. Email from Danny Mullen with stage 2 amendments to the housing bill – email only the stage 2 amendments available upon request to view – and ministerial sounding board minutes (included) - for information only
4. Email from Danny Mullen regarding the Housing Charter and document from CIH (available upon request due to size) – A discussion was held on this.
5. Email from Susan McLellan regarding Janice Manzur’s situation – It was decided that Janice Manzur will be co-opted onto the committee as Secretary until the next AGM in 2011.  Proposed by Rena Smith and seconded by Vince Heneghan.
Email from Rena Smith responding to Cathy McKenzie email (both in print out) – Confidential and was discussed in depth.


	

	5.
	Workshop/Questionnaire Update
There has been a total of 2 returned questionnaires but Janice Manzur to contact Susan McLellan to ensure they had been sent out.
Fife update – there has been 2 presentations, one for Fife Housing Association at their Tenant Conference and one for Fife Federation of Tenants and Residents Association at their Seminar.

An event was held in Dundee by Scottish Government and Dundee City Council on 14/10/10.
	JM


	6.
	Tayforth – How can we raise awareness of us to our member RTO’s
There has been 0 response to date.  The letters were not initially sent out but have now been sent out.  The committee advised there was interest but for after the New Year.
It was advised that at Fife Council’s Tenant Conference, the Scottish Government will host a session on the Scottish Social Housing Charter.  The Regional Network will have a stand there.

The TPAS conference was discussed in detail.


	

	7.
	Chairs/Secretaries meeting feedback

1. Duncan Clark from Scottish Government invited questions on the Fresh Thinking, New Ideas document.  Advised to get involved and submit any ideas

2. Jamie Hamilton from Scottish Government attended advising they will use existing legislation/powers to create a draft guidance on HRA and will send this out to the RN’s to look at and submit likes/dislikes of the document back to them.

3. Eric Allan has done a report on the “perceived decline in communities and estates “ for the minister (available upon request).


	

	8.
	AOCB
a. Letter regarding training was discussed and it was agreed that the following would attend – Janice Manzur, Rena Smith and Tom Allan.  Janice Manzur to confirm type of training and advise the rest.
b. Glenrothes Federation are having a Ceilidh in Glenrothes on 29/10/10 at 7pm in the CISCO club.  All are welcome – please contact Irene Laing to confirm via email.

c. Rita Smart asked about the events list and was advised she is still on it.

d. Fife Federation of Tenants and Residents Assocations AGM will be held on 09/11/10 aty 7.30pm in St Bryce Kirk, Kirkcaldy.  Rena Smith and Maureen Smith to attend on behalf of Tayforth.
	

	9.
	Date of next meeting

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON:

Friday 14th January 2011 

The above meeting will be held at 10.30am, ENDEAVOUR HOUSE, DUNDEE.  
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