
Meeting Number 1
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 6 May 2010 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley
Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	Mearns Village Community Association
	East Renfrewshire

	Heather Cuthbert
	Auchinback TRA
	East Renfrewshire

	Carol McIntyre
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Neil Smith
	Barrie  Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Joan Breckenridge
	Quarrelton Area TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Baillie
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:
	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome and Apologies
Gerald welcomed us all and introduced Ann Baillie who was attending in place of Ann Marie.  
Gerald then introduced our new members of the committee – 
Heather Cuthbert from East Renfrewshire

Carol McIntyre from Inverclyde

Neil Smith from North Ayrshire – unopposed

Joan Breckinridge from Renfrewshire

Apologies

No apologies received

	GC


	2. 
	Previous Minute and Matters Arising – 4th February
There were no amendments or matters arising
The minutes were approved by H. Westwater and seconded by C. Weir

	HW/CW

	3. 
	Feedback on Meeting with Minister 22 March 2010
Chair gave us a verbal report. The content of the meeting was centred on the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and its misuse. Two regions gave evidence to the Minister who has asked one of his staff members within the Social Housing division to look at the guidelines around the use of HRA and set up meetings with COSLA and the Audit Commission to consider how best to move forward . He also had concerns regarding the policy of housing the homeless and asked the regional network Chairs to go back and speak to their committees and get him examples from their areas on this.

Alex asked Gerald a question regarding Tenants leaving properties with debts then getting re-housed on a short tenancy agreement. There seems to be no check on tenants with debts. Chair replied that does not happen in every area.
Neil gave us an example on a bad tenant and the outcomes for the Community. Helen brought in the Housing Act section 5. 
Gordon on the same theme; other members expressed views as well. Gerald will take their concerns to the Minister when they meet next in June’10

	GC

GC



	4. 
	Correspondence 
Nil


	

	5. 
	National Conference 2010 – discussion
Ann asked if John and Neil can confirm that they won’t make it to the event. Both said that they would not be going.


	AB



	6. 
	AGM – March 2010
The minute (draft) was circulated to all members, no amendments were noted, and this will be approved at the next AGM in March 2011.

Chair asked us all to sign the Adopted Constitution.
	All



	7. 
	CIH Conference – April 2010
Chair gave us his view on the event, he went on the 16th March; only thing he has to complain about was the lunch.  The regional network stand got a lot of interest and was a good way of promoting the work of the networks.
Ann explained that the CIH management will be holding the conference next year at the same venue, however due to the feedback they received from this years event the will do a few things differently including the catering.

	

	8. 
	Newsletter

Chair handed out a draft newsletter and we were asked to comment and give ideas.
1) It was recommended that the newsletter be 2 pages in length, with half a page from each Region putting in something that their area is doing/involved with.

2) Suggested that we form sub-groups in each area so we can discuss the content for our portion of the newsletter.

Gordon asked how many issues will be asked to do in the year. Chair replied at least two a year. Members were happy with this.

Heather (ER) asked the meaning of us being here today. Ann gave a short overview/history of the RN.  Heather asked about the information we get/give, how do we know how factual and relevant it is? Chair replied that any information we get from the Scottish Government is relevant and factually correct and from the Council is in the public domain.
Carol asked if being a Housing Association Tenant excludes her from being involved and it was explained to her that this was not the case.  

	ALL



	9. 
	‘Housing Charter’ – Update & Discussion
Alex – the date has not been set yet, but we need to get information from all members so we can collate it, then we will be ready to respond when the date is set.
Members asked if they can get a hard copy of the Housing (Scotland) Bill however Ann explained that there are not hard copies available to her knowledge but would ask her colleagues.

We had 2 suggestions to start with. First was we have a dedicated Tenant Participation Officer in each area, second that the language of the Housing Charter be jargon free.
Chair asked the members how they would like to move these forward e.g. individual events in each area or hold one big one. Both Alex and Helen suggested we wait till the ‘Bill’ is passed.
	All

AB


	10. 
	SHR – Update
Leave this till next meeting

	

	11. 
	Treasurer – S Gault
Treasurer supplied an update re bank account

	SG


	12. 
	Website
Chair we are looking for nominations for this. We were reminded at the last Chair/Secretaries meeting that the website cost a lot of money and will be a major source for information on all the Networks. Training is available and Ann explained what this will entail. We discussed this and we put forward 3 names G Lethorn, S Gault and G Casey. Ann will check dates in June and the venue will be in Glasgow.

	AB



	13. 
	A.O.C.B
Helen asked if we can send our thanks to both Elizabeth Jenkins and to J. Bunclark, secretary to send a draft to Chair. 
Sandra asked if the Chair or any member wishes to attend FITRA AGM on the 25th May’10, venue is the James Watt Campus, Greenock
Alex asked if there was anything in the ‘Bill’ on Councils expenditure on using consultants. He gave example from his area.  Helen gave example on consultant’s doing a housing stock survey in her area.

  
	SG

MD



	14. 
	Items For Next Meeting

1,2,3, 4 National Conference, 5 Newsletter, 6 Housing Charter, 7 SHR, 8 Website, 9 Treasurer, 10 AOCB, 11 Items for next meeting, 12 Date of next meeting, 13 Vote of thanks

	GC/MD



	15. 
	 Date of Next Meeting
17th June, 10.30am, St James House, St James Street, Paisley

	

	16. 
	Vote of Thanks
Chair thanked us all, but a special thanks to A Baillie.


	


M Dymond, secretary
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