
Meeting Number 5

Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 28 October 2010 at 10.00am at St James House, Paisley

Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Heather Cuthbert
	Auchenback TRA
	East Renfrewshire

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Carol McIntyre
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Joan Breckenridge
	Quarrelton Area TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government



Apologies received:

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde



	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome & Apologies

Gerald welcomed us all; apologised for being late. 

Heather came in and apologised for being late.

Apologies: See above.
	

GC

HC



	2. 
	Previous Minute & Matters Arising 9 September- 2010

Minute approved by Cate, seconded by Carol.

Matters Arising
 
Item 7 John asked Chair if he had sent the letter re Parking at the RAH to the Board/Management of the NHS GG&C; Chair replied that he had received no information from members; Helen spoke about a friend who was caught up in this situation, and it was agreed that Gerald and Helen get together and draft a letter on this. 
Item 3 Letter to Prime Minister – Gerald informed us that he not received a response from the PM, he had received a letter of acknowledgement from Mr Cable, who was copied in to the letter and no acknowledgement from the others copied in. He will write further to them in the hope that they reply. 

	




CW/CMcI




GC/HW


GC

	3. 
	Chair’s Report – G Casey

Gerald spoke about the meeting they had with the Minister Alex Neil on the 14th September. Meeting lasted 40 minutes (cut short Alex had another meeting to go to). They discussed about 6 topics:
· Questions; HRA is being reviewed; Gerald informed us that the Minister has advised them to meet COSLA, but they won’t meet them. 
· Charter – CIH paper on their proposals for the charter, it is causing a problem among the Chair’s of the regional network. Gerald has down - loaded three copies of this paper (secretary has a copy).
· Housing Bill – stage two had 181 amendments; many were minor or technical amendments and some were in direct response to the issues raised by the networks, for example the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 included a power for the regulator to charge social landlords for its services. Tenants in particular were strongly opposed to the SHR being able to charge fees, and the Bill was amended at stage 2 to remove the power completely. 
· Stage 3 Debate on the bill will be 3rd November; he public appointments for the SHR Board will soon be advertised.

Gerald advised that TIS have done a paper on Fresh Thinking, New ideas; Chair read out some key points. 
Ann Marie advised us to look into the website of the Scottish Government we don’t need to copy everything.

Helen has some concerns re affordable rents in East Renfrewshire; Gerald raised a concern that the ER Council may go down the route of Stock Transfer.  Ann Marie advised that tenants must be consulted by their landlord on stock transfer proposals and hold a ballot.  

	

	4. 
	Correspondence

e-mail received from Scottish Government, Social Housing Division – ‘Right to Buy’ booklet – responses have to be in by 12th November 2010. 
Ann Marie will ask for a hard copy to be sent out to all committee members (except Gerald, Alex and Heather). 
	


ALL

AMS



	5. 
	Response to Consultation on Safeguarding Tenancy Deposits

We are tot late to respond as the closing date was the 3rd October.

Secretary will in future ask for a hard copy of any consultation paper’s that come through e-mail

Secretary asked Ann Marie if they had received any responses! Ann Marie replied a few were received and the overall response was low.

There was a discussion about the effect this had on communities and if the network should respond to this type of consultation involving the Private Sector.  
Chair gave an example from his area on bad landlords; we can all have them in our area.  The committee then agreed that they would respond in future although time/other work priorities had been against them on this occasion.

	





MD

	6. 
	Charter Event – Renfrewshire Update

Helen enjoyed the event, only thing was she heard a comment from Housing Association Staff ‘I don’t know why we are here’
Gerald also enjoyed the event, he had a problem with parking, venue fine, there were mixed views on using the Auditorium as a workshop, some liked it others did not work; catering was fine (except they did not have enough tea/coffee).  This will be kept in mind for future events and everyone agreed that overall it was a good venue to use.

	



	7. 
	Charter Questionnaire – Update

Secretary received some through the post; Alex gave her the ones from North Ayrshire, Joan and herself. Gerald will collate the ones from East Renfrewshire (some to get in). 

Secretary will e-mail D Mullen re WSRN 7 responses.

Secretary to collate all received responses and bring the total results to next meeting for a full discussion on how to ensure all RTOs are being kept up to date.

	





MD

	8. 
	Treasurer – update

John gave us a verbal report as Sandra had sent in her apology (Hospital appointment).

John handed the books over for audit.

	

JD


AMS

	9. 
	A.O.C.B.

Helen down-loaded a paper on the “Impact of Changes to Housing Benefit” which had taken place on the 6th September 2010, which was attended by two MSPs. This was on the Westminster Parliament website. She feels that the wider community should have been notified of this consultation. Chair asked Helen to meet up with him and they will go over this paper and collate a response on behalf of the region.  Ann Marie will get advice on what the Scottish Government is doing on this.

Helen mentioned another consultation paper “Universal Credit” this will also be looked at by both Helen and Gerald.

A discussion took place regarding the changes to ordering lunch in; Ann Marie will get back to the committee on this.   
	






GC/HW


GC/HW





AMS




	10. 
	Date of Next Meeting

9th December 2010 10am

	


	11,
	Vote of thanks

Members thanked Gerald and Ann Marie for there handling of the meeting.

	

ALL









M Dymond, secretary WSRN7
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