
Meeting Number 5
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 10th December 2009 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley
Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	Mearns Village Community Association
	East Renfrewshire

	John Bunclark
	Busby Tenants & Residents Association
	East Renfrewshire

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde

	Neil Smith
	Barrie  Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:
	Elizabeth Jenkins
	FITRA
	Inverclyde


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome

Gerald welcomed us all to the meeting.
Post meeting Secretary received apology from Elizabeth Jenkins FITRA, Inverclyde.
.
	

	2. 
	Previous Minute and Matters Arising

Letter sent to H Muir on the 31st October; secretary informed the members that she to date had not received any reply; members agreed that the matter is now closed. We will be seeking nominations at the AGM in the New Year.
Item 4 a) Chairs will be Meeting with the Minister on the 16th December’09; Gerald will be able to give us update at next meeting.
The Minutes were approved by Helen Westwater and seconded by John Bunclark.

	GC

	3. 
	Correspondence
a) e-mail from the sub-group on the implementation of a CIH training programme pilot based on the analysis of the regional network study.  Ann Marie explained the report and asked for volunteers to go.  Alex Younger is our first nomination; Cate Weir will be our second and Helen Westwater will be our third. Ann Marie will update us at the next meeting.
b) CIH Conference - Ann Marie asked for volunteers to man the stand for this event, date are 16 – 18th March 2010. If any member is been sent by their landlord, do not to put their name forward for the day passes as these will be given to those not being sent by their landlord, however, they can help man the stand. Some members had not been given any details of this event, so we agreed to leave this till next meeting.
 
	AM

All Members

	4. 
	Discussion on Conference 2010
Gerald gave us update on the venue; event will be held in Glasgow; date to be confirmed later. 
Content – Scottish Housing Charter will be the main item. We will have workshops & Networking in the afternoon.

Chair – other issues were discussed by the sub-group. One was the use of colour coded badges; all committee members would be given a different colour badge at the start of conference and only when it came to voting we go into our region’s. Chairs would be the only one to stay at the same table during the day.

Region 7 members agreed that our Chair take this to the sub-group; we also agreed that the Minister be invited to the conference.

 
	GC

GC

	5. 
	Consultation with RTOs on the SSHC
Meeting with the SSHC on the 12 November was cancelled as the timing of this meeting may be better mid 2010 once the bill has been submitted to Parliament.  
Approval on the ‘Bill’ will be late 2010; if the bill is approved as is by Parliament then the Scottish Housing Regulator will be formed as of the 1st April 2011; and the Scottish Housing Charter in place in April 2012.
Alex Younger – he has spoken to all the members in his area on the SHC, gave Cate and Neil the content; to date has had no feedback, but he will not give up.  Ann Marie advised that this is very early days for the development of the Charter and we will need to keep informed as the bill progresses through Parliament.  
Chair said we need to let all our RTO/ Federation know about the Scottish Housing Charter. We will need to form a strategy, so we can inform all our RTO’s. Some suggestions were a Newsletter, our Website, etc. We will leave this till next meeting.


	All members

	6. 
	Newsletter
Chair – we can consult all RTOs through the newsletter, we can discuss this at our Feb’10 meeting. 

Members can bring ideas for items to be included in this newsletter to next meeting.
	All Members



	7. 
	Treasurer – Update Sandra Gault
Sandra reported on the bank statement.  Further bank statements will be asked for and brought to next meeting.

Members agreed that John Donaghey will sign the book after every transaction.

 
	SG

	8. 
	Website – Update John Bunclark

John – in July’09 website went ‘live’.

Website: www.regionalnetworks.org.uk/admin
e-mail: region7@regionalnetworks.org.uk
The above have an administrator – John Bunclark and Gerald Casey assisting.

John distributed a summary of the handover guide to the Regional Networks. (copy in file).
Both John and Gerald attended a training session on running the site.
Gerald will deal and reply to all e-mail’s. 

Helen asked what was the most asked question, John replied that they have not had any so far.

John asked us to let our RTO’s know we have a website; and that the can look and see what the other Regional Networks are doing.


	JB/GC

	9. 
	A.O.C.B.
Helen asked if the Chair can ask the Minister if he can help with the rent setting, or can we get a write off the debt on housing so we can have a level playing field, so we can get the housing stock up to SHQS standard.  Ann Marie said that the Chairs time with the Minister is limited and the focus for the next meeting as requested was with the Regulator to raise the networks concerns on the proposed changes in regulation and how to involve the networks in the future work of the Regulator.  Chair expressed his view on the rent setting/HRA/SHQS.  Gerald will discuss this with the other network chairs.
Gerald gave an apology to the committee as his time recently had been taken up with personal circumstances. Gordon passed his and the committees condolences and everyone agreed that Gerald had no need to apologise; Gerald thanked us all.

	GC



	10. 
	Items for next meeting
1. Welcome & Apologies; 2. Previous meeting & matters arising; 3. Correspondence; 4. Update on Conference; 5. AGM – March; 6. Newsletter; 7. CIH Conference; 8. Treasurer – Update SG; 9. Website – Update JB; 10. AOCB; 11. Items for next meeting; 12. Date of next meeting; 13. Vote of thanks.

	MD

	11. 
	Date of next meeting

4th February 2010, 10.30am, St James Street, Paisley.
	

	12. 
	Vote of thanks

Committee thanked Chair for his handling of the meeting.
	All members


M Dymond, secretary WSRN7
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