
Meeting Number 3

Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 5th August 2010 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley

Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Heather Cuthbert
	Auchenback TRA
	East Renfrewshire

	Carol McIntyre
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Joan Breckenridge
	Quarrelton Area TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government



Apologies received: Nil

	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome & Apologies

Gerald welcomed us all to the meeting.

Apologies - Nil


	

GC



	2. 
	Previous Minute and Matters Arising – 17th June’10

Amendment: Page 1 Apologies: N Smith did contact AMS office to give his apologies (Message not passed on).

Alex approved the minute, seconded by Gordon

Matters arising: Page 1 item 2 – all new committee members + Alec received copies of the ‘Housing Bill’; page 2 item 5 

Newsletter – every Area but Inverclyde had a piece in it, all other matters are on the agenda.   

	

AMS/MD


AY/GL









	3. 
	Chair’s Report

Chair is part of a sub-group on the ‘Housing Revenue Account’ also on it are Jim Maryniak (Chair R 5) George McGuiness (Vice Chair R 9) L Kerr (SHR) J Hamilton and L Kelly (SG) C Sweeney (Audit Scotland) and W Fleming (SG.)
They had a meeting yesterday and discussed the issues raised with the Minister. They also looked at the SG guidance on HRA, the English one has been reviewed and updated and is stronger than the Scottish one. The SG is going to undertake a review of the Scottish guidelines (will take time); meantime Hugh McClung will write to COSLA and ask for a meeting to discuss the HRA. 

Meeting with the Minister in June was cancelled, they will be meeting on the 14th September in Victoria Quay in the morning with the Chairs & Secretaries (Alex Younger standing on for Margaret in the morning) then we meet the Minister in the afternoon at the Parliament.  
 

	

GC








HMcC



	4. 
	Correspondence

West Strathclyde Newsletter – June issue
National Network Committee Event – Event Report
Central Region Newsletter ‘The Peoples Voice’ – discuss under ‘Housing Charter’
E-Mail from W Fleming re Sounding Board Nomination’s for the SSHC – discuss under ‘Housing Charter’
CIH Training – Dates 7th and 22nd Sept’10 members indicated to Ann Marie if one or both dates suited them. 
E-mail from A Grisewood re ‘Fresh Thinking, New Ideas’ we discussed this and agreed to have the next meeting on 9th September’10 this and invite Mr Grisewood or one of his team to go over this with us.
E-mail re ‘Safeguarding Tenancy Deposits’ agreed to defer this to next meeting
	


ALL
ALL

ALL

ALL


MD

	5. 
	Newsletter

‘The Peoples Voice’ by RN 4 – members wished it to be noted that they think this is well thought out and the Questionnaire  will be off use to most regions.
Chair has Danny (R4) to copy write this and he will with Ann Marie send out a draft version to all committee members to pass to their relevant members and groups.
Secretary will co-ordinate with G Casey (ER) SG (Inverclyde) CW (NA) the data from their Area by 8th Oct’10 and then pass it on to Danny (R4) by 10th Oct’10.

	


ALL


GC/AMS

MD/CW
GC/SG
DM

	6. 
	Housing Charter – Update

Ann Marie handed out a list of the “Events” being held from August – November’10.

North Ayrshire Council has had a tenants event where the Charter was discussed, East Renfrewshire are holding an event in Oct’10 and Renfrewshire are having one on the 6th Oct’10.  Inverclyde RTOs will be invited to attend the Renfrewshire event on the 6 October.

Sounding Board Nominations – Alex Younger and Helen Westwater have their nomination put forward to Steve Bryne; date of the meeting is on the 2nd September; they will be notified by letter if they are nominated.

	











MD

	7. 
	Scottish Housing Regulator

Ann Marie – the SHR will be involved in workshops at the Housing Charter Events.

	

	8. 
	Treasurer – Update Sandra Gault

Sandra gave us a verbal update and handed the current bank statement to Ann Marie to copy for our records.
	

SG/AMS

	9. 
	Website

Ann Marie asked Gordon and Sandra if they would still like to do training on the website; both replied yes.

Ann Marie will speak to Ann Baillie and get back to them both and Gerald re dates.     


	




AMS/AB

	10. 
	A.O.C.B.

Helen Westwater has concerns over a statement made by the UK Government Prime Minister recently re ‘Tenants having Houses for life’. We all expressed an opinions; members agreed that Helen and Gerald draft a letter on this and circulate it too all Chairs of the Regional Networks.

Chair brought up a meeting that a tenant had found had taken place in his area; Between ER housing officials and   Housing Associations (no tenants/groups) it was held in the local Community Centre. After the Tenant spoke to the officials, it was decide to involve the tenants in a future meeting.

	




HW/GC

	11. 
	Date of next meeting

9th Sept’10, 10:00am, St James House, Paisley

	

	12. 
	Vote of Thanks

Members thanked Chair and Ann Marie
	

ALL


M Dymond, Secretary WSRN7
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