
Meeting Number 6
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on
Thursday 4th February 2010 at 10.30am at St James House, Paisley
Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	Mearns Village CA
	East Renfrewshire

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:
	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Elizabeth Jenkins
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	Sandra Gault
	Bardrainney TRA
	Inverclyde

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome
Gerald welcomed us all to the meeting.  Due to the snowy weather we were not quorate as the snow had left people unable to travel; but under these exceptional circumstances we went ahead with the meeting and at the next meeting following the AGM, when these is a quorum, the committee will be asked to ratify any decisions taken.
Apologies: post meeting received from Gordon Lethorn, he could not get out of Bridge of Weir.
  .
	

	2. 
	Previous Minute and Matters Arising
All Matters Arising are on the agenda.
The minutes were approved by Helen Westwater and seconded by Neil Smith.
.
	

	3. 
	Feedback on the Meeting with the Minister – 16th Dec’09
Chair gave a lengthy verbal report. Chair stated that the Minister asked for the meeting to be recorded (a minute taken) and a copy was circulated to all committee members.
Key issues raised by the Chairs were the Housing Revenue Account (HRA), its misuse and the additional costs that rent payers were charged with.  The HRA will be the focus of the next meeting with the Minister in March 2010.  

They were told that the RSLs would be the main source of new build Social Housing. Councils with the help of the Scottish Government will also be able to build new homes for rent.  The Chairs asked if the SHQS time-scale could be extended, the response was no.  
The Minister confirmed that a number of important changes had been made to the Housing Bill to take account of concerns expressed by tenants during the consultation on the draft Bill.  He noted that COSLA now accepted that the SHR should regulate the performance of local authority landlords. The regional network representatives welcomed this news warmly. 
The main focus for this meeting was the proposals to modernise Regulation and Michael Cameron, Acting Chief Executive of the Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR), was there to hear first hand the tenants’ concerns over the plans to modernise regulation.  

Report was noted by the Committee.  
.
	

	4. 
	Feedback on the Chair/Secretary’s Meeting on the 19th Jan’10
Chair gave a report on the key issues raised and discussed at the meeting.
Committee will receive a copy of the minute when it is passed at the next Chair/Secretary’s meeting.
	MD

	5. 
	Correspondence
a) An invitation to the Garden Party at Holyrood on the 13th July’10. Re the timing of the reply to this, secretary contacted all members and they agreed that Gerald & Rosemary represent West Strathclyde Regional Network 7.
b) E-mail from John Bunclark resigning from the RN on health grounds

Committee accepted John’s resignation and letter of thanks for his work on the committee and website will be sent.
c) Laura Gilbert (SG Housing & Regeneration) asking for feedback on the consultation form we should take on the Housing Bill. 

Committee agreed that Alec (Vice-chair) will respond for our committee (deadline date 22/02/10).
d) Note from Chair on meeting with Mary Mulligan MSP (Opposition spokesperson on Housing) was read out and the members noted the content.  
e) e-mail/Pamphlet from TIS/TPAS regarding the 2 events on the Parliament Bill update.

M Dymond, C Weir & A Younger are attending these events.

Secretary will give a report at next meeting
	GC/RC

AMS/GC

AY

	6. 
	Discussion on National Conference 2010
Date: Tuesday 18th May’10

Venue: Menzies Hotel, Glasgow

Guests: Minister A Neil; W Fleming

Agenda: morning session will concentrate on the Housing Bill & Charter. 

Afternoon session is causing a bit of a problem; Chair asked for suggestions to take to the sub-group meeting on the 11th Feb’10.
Discussed a view ideas and we agreed that Gerald take our ideas of Regulator/Charter/Communication (e.g. website) to the sub-group meeting.

	All

All
GC



	7. 
	C.H.I. Conference
Dates: 16th 17th 18th March

Venue: Exhibition Centre, Glasgow

Chair will check with his council before agreeing to put his name forward

Ann Marie will put the names to the co-ordinator and get in touch with the members who will be attending the event.  
	AMS
JD/SG

CW

	8. 
	Newsletter
We discussed the content.

Committee agreed that Chair & Ann Marie put this together and we can receive a draft following the AGM.
	GC/AMS



	9. 
	Treasurer – Update Sandra Gault
Report deferred till next meeting


	SG



	10. 
	Website – Update John Bunclark
Due to the resignation of John Bunclark we will be looking for a Committee Member to take over as administrator of the website for R7.

Leave a decision till the first meeting after the AGM.

	All



	11. 
	A.O.C.B.

Helen brought up a couple of issues re Barrhead Housing, advised to write directly to those concerned.
	HW

	12. 
	A.G.M.
Date: Saturday 27th March

Time: 11am

Venue: Glynhill Hotel, Paisley

Lunch: 1.00pm – 2.00pm

Question arose re the hotel being refurbished. Ann Marie will check this out. Post meeting note - hotel is booked for the 27th March.
Ann Marie circulated a copy of the letter/nomination form/ registration form/expenses form to all members, this will be going to all TRA in the RN area.
Ann Marie circulated an updated register of TRAs.
Committee Members who will stand down:
Inverclyde – Elizabeth Jenkins indicated that she is standing down at the AGM. J Donaghey – Ann Marie will check with him if he intends to remain on the committee. 
North Ayrshire – N Smith will stand down and seek nomination again.
East Renfrewshire – 1 vacancy 

Renfrewshire – 1 vacancy
Agenda – we were given a copy; went over this.  Adoption of the Constitution any amendments must be in writing to the secretary 14/21 days prior to AGM 
Treasurer’s report – Ann Marie will arrange with Sandra to get this done and have them audited.
N. Wagland will be an invited guest of the Committee at the AGM, we can ask her to update us on the Scottish Housing Regulator.
	AMS

AMS
AMS/SG
AY/CW

	13. 
	Vote of Thanks

Committee thanked the Chair for his handling of the meeting.
Margaret was thanked for her minute taking and excellent secretarial duties.  
	All




M Dymond, Secretary WSRN7
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