
Meeting Number 6
Minutes of the West Strathclyde Regional Network Meeting held on

Thursday 27 January 2011 at 10.00am at St James House, Paisley

Present:

	Gerald Casey
	East Renfrewshire T & R Federation
	East Renfrewshire

	Helen Westwater
	Mearns Village Community Association
	East Renfrewshire

	Heather Cuthbert
	Auchenback TRA
	East Renfrewshire

	Carol McIntyre
	FITRA
	Inverclyde

	Neil Smith
	Barrie Terrace & Hunter Ave TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Alex Younger
	Fullarton Tenants Association
	North Ayrshire

	Cate Weir
	Saltcoats High Flats TRA
	North Ayrshire

	Gordon Lethorn
	Bridge of Weir TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Margaret Dymond
	Maxwellton Court Tenant Association
	Renfrewshire

	Joan Breckenridge
	Quarrelton Area TRA
	Renfrewshire

	Ann Baillie
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government

	Michael Boal
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


Apologies received:

	John Donaghey
	Branchton Assoc of TRA
	Inverclyde

	Ann Marie Stanley
	Tenant Priorities Team 
	Scottish Government


	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	Welcome & Apologies

Gerald welcomed the committee and Michael and Ann from the Tenants Priorities Team.
Apologies: See above.

Gerald read out the letter that the committee agreed to send at the last committee meeting to CEO of the NHSGG&C. Members approved this and added that we should send a copy to all four area’s MSP’s and the Health and Wellbeing Minister, Nicola Sturgeon. Members suggested that the one to Mr Calderwood (CEO) should be hand delivered.


	GC


	2. 
	Previous Minute & Matters Arising – October 2010
Minute approved by H Westwater, seconded by H Cuthbert
Matters Arising
No2  - No reply as yet from the Prime Minister to Gerald’s letter on Council housing not being for life.

No9 – ‘Universal Credit’ we are still waiting for further information on this. Helen stated that the Scottish Government were unhappy that they had not been consulted on the proposed benefit changes.
Chair read out a briefing paper that TIS produced on the proposed changes to ‘Housing Benefits’.

Michael agreed to send to all committee members an article from the SG which explained the main changes to housing benefit.

Members discussed the debt that most Councils have due to the RTB policy of the Eighties. 

	HW/HC
MB



	3. 
	Chair’s Report – G Casey

Gerald spoke about the meeting they had with the Minister Alex Neil on the 19th January. Went over the keys points.
HRA guidelines - COSLA still not met the Regional Chairs. Mr Neil agreed to raise this with Cllr McGuigan. In principle COSLA has agreed to the development of new guidance. This will not be completed before the election. Regional Networks will have an opportunity to comment on the draft guidance.

Housing Act received Royal Assent December 2010. Scottish Housing Regulator currently in the process of recruiting their board with the board appointed by April’11.
Alec asked re the protocol for the sounding boards/SHR Boards etc. Michael replied that the interviews have not taken place yet. Letter was sent to all RTO’s on the 17th November 2010 advising RTOs that positions were available and the process for applying; some members stated they had not received this; Alex gave a copy for the file. After a brief discussion we agreed that; lack of communication is a major problem. Michael advised that contacts for RTOs are received from each landlord and that a review of the database was currently taking place. 

Alex asked if the SHR Board members had been appointed yet; Ann replied that the recruitment is through the public appointments system and the new SHR will be independent of the Scottish Government.

Chair also commented that the Minister highlighted the charter discussion paper that was being issued shortly and the launch of the Governments strategy for housing for the next 10 years, ‘Homes fit for the 21st Century’ 

Michael advised that RTOs would be receiving both documents and that the networks should start considering how they will respond to the housing charter discussion paper.
Perceived decline in estates - Eric Allan (R2) was asked to co-ordinate a paper on this. The Minister advised he was looking at a community strategy which will cover the whole range of issues. Mr Neil welcomed the paper that the networks had submitted. He also mentioned that he was keen on the concept of a housing tribunal to deal with housing disputes both within the social and private sector. 
The Minister alluded to a further restriction on RTB if the SNP were returned to power after the election.
Michael advised he would send a copy of the decline in communities paper to all members.

	GC

MB

	4. 
	Chair/Secretary’s Meeting - Report 
Chair gave a verbal report on the meeting which took place on the 19th January in Edinburgh.
Minutes from the September meeting will be circulated by the secretary at the end of this meeting.

Training – members all received a letter with the dates of the next round of training. Ann Baillie asked if the members had their form she would take it back to the office.

Michael – costs for the TP Team likely to face a 20% cut in the budget. Ann will be sending out letters to all RN Treasurer’s asking for the books to Audit. Our group received £1,000 for running costs.
AGM – Chair asked if we can get a cost for last year’s event in the Glynhill. In the meantime can members ask their local Council for the costs on their premises.
E-mails – their have been a few problems with sending e-mails, please ensure that they only sent to the person you want it to go too.
Chair gave personal view on the selection/protocol at the Chair/secretary’s meeting.
West Dunbartonshire – they are the only area not in the Regional Network; they have only started up again and asked that we leave them till they feel ready to join us.
Chairs have agreed that they should meet up with All the political parties. Danny Mullen R4 to pursue this.
Next meeting of the Chair/secretary’s will be on the 22 March’11. 


	All

SG/AB
All

All

GC/MD

	5. 
	Correspondence
Letter re training
Booklet ‘Keeping Scotland Safe’ Chair gave a copy to each of the Areas to discuss before the next meeting.
	Each Area to discuss 


	6. 
	Charter Questionnaire – Total collated responses
Secretary went over the results from R7 area; the total returns 43. Will bring a copy for members to the next meeting.
BEEM (R5), R6 and R8 and briefing paper from Anne Cook on the Housing Charter Events. (copy in file).

	

	7. 
	Treasurer – update

S Gault gave a verbal report on our finances.
	

	8. 
	A.O.C.B.
S Gault re a newspaper report that the Minister A Neil would not come and see an area in Inverclyde that needs funding urgently, this was a request by the local MSP.
Members agreed that a letter should be sent to the Minister re members from Inverclyde were unhappy at this.

	GC

	9. 
	Date of Next Meeting

 24th February 2011 10am in St. James House, Paisley.

	

	10.
	Vote of thanks

Chair thanked Michael and Ann for coming to the meeting.

	


M Dymond, secretary WSRN7
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