                         Minutes of Region 6, held on the 4th November 2010 at

                         Auchenleck Bowling Club, at 10am.

Present.

Hugh Wilson Fraser MBE, Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald Ritchie, Lochmaben TARA.

Frank Dawson, East Ayrshire TARA.

Janet Steele, Bellsbank TARA.

Anne Cameron, Treetops TARA.

Moira Young,  Troon Harbour TRA.

Jim Hendry, South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Naomi Dawson, Gauchalland TARA.

Janet Gemmell, West Drive Tenants Assoc.

Ann Marie Stanley, Scottish Government.

Apologies –

Mary McCartney, Gretna TARA.

Colin McGilvray, Catrine TARA.

The meeting was opened by the chair, Hugh who welcomed all to the meeting.

Hugh, on behalf of the committee, offered Anne Cameron condolences on the loss off her husband.   Anne responded by thanking every one for their cards, messages of support, flowers and to those who were able to attend the funeral.

The last minute were approved by Frank and seconded by Janet Gemmell.

Matters Arising.
The letter written to Alex Neil, by Anne, was raised, and as it was quite some time ago now, Anne would look it out and advise if any further action was necessary. 

Ann Marie informed the committee that the Housing Bill is now going through Stage 3 in Parliament.  She has a note of the amendments to Stage 2 which Ann Marie will send out paper work to members.  Tenants are impressed with the feed back, re Alex Neil listening and paying attention, to what the tenants have to say.

Re the booklet/paperwork on Right to Buy, it was suggested that if anyone has any comments to make re same to get back to Ross, either by phone or email. If any problems after that they get can get back to Ann Marie.

Some of the committee felt there is far too much paper work on the Housing Charter, from the Scottish Government, and for one to get through in a limited time. What we get is not easy reading.  I was discussed and agreed that it is difficult to get the balance right but it is better to have the information than not. It was also noted that many groups are very happy at the way they are involved, being listened to, and being kept up to date.

The question of Colin’s absence was raised, I directed the question to Frank, who kindly informed us Colin is either in hospital or about to go in for surgery, he has been suffering from a great deal of pain, for some time.  Frank will enquire as to Colin’s health and get back to Ronald.

Regional 6 Work to be done: Get involved - Your Voice In Holyrood.

There was disappointment in the number of questionnaires returned, there are over forty Registered Tenant Organisations in the South West Scotland and South Ayrshire and the committee will chase up groups in their area to boost the responses.

Some off the committee say they never received the questionnaires. Ronald, will photocopy same and send out to those who did not get one, asking them to fetch to next meeting, these will be kept in our records.

Jim advised that he will be attending the next Charter Sounding Board in Glasgow – Ann Marie advised that the date was the 26th November and the papers would be circulated shortly.  Jim will report back at the next meeting.  

Ann Marie gave an update on the Charter events held to date, both the Dumfries and South Ayrshire events were well attended and the feedback from landlords and tenants was very positive. 

Chairs Report.
Website 

Hugh raised the issue of keeping the website up to date.  

Frank will put all previous minutes on the website, Ann Marie will forward same to Frank.   Frank has requested both Hugh and Ronald, let him know as to why we were invited to the Queens Garden Party at Holyrood Palace and a bit about the day. He would like this within seven days, so he can put same on website.

Private Landlords

Hugh informed us that Private Landlords are going to have to take out insurance, when letting out their property.

It was raised that some private landlords are charging as much as £150 rent per week, where as social landlords charge around £65 per week.

The Government needs to take charge regarding fair rents that private landlords can charge, it was stated the landlords charge this large amount due to demand and market rent.  Dumfries & Galloway, £60 per week is charged by private landlords.

New Build 

The committee had another discussion on the funding streams of new build houses for RLS and Local Authority landlords, new council houses only receive £30,000 to wards the building of same.  RSLs can receive £69,000 to wards each new house.  Council tenants feel there rents are used to make up the difference, when the rent money should be used for upkeep of present houses.  The money should come from community funds, i.e. both Tenants and Owner Occupiers.

I left the meeting at this point, Ronald, secretary.
HRA report

The committee read over the Annex D of the English rules and made comment.  Ann Marie to forward to comments to those involved in leading on the report on behalf of the networks (Hugh McClung, Gerald Casey, George McGuinness and Jim Marynick).

Date of next meeting.

16th Dec 2010, 10am Auchenleck Bowling Club.

Hugh closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending and wished them a safe journey home.  
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