Minutes of Region 6, Committee Meeting.

Held Box House, Cumnock, 5th May 2010.

Present.

Hugh Wilson Fraser, 
Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald A. Ritchie,     
Lochmaben TARA.

Mary McCartney,      
Gretna TARA.

Bill Martin,                  
Dalbeattie TARA.

Janet Gemmel,           
West Drive Tenants Assoc.

Colin Mc Gilvray,        
East Ayrshire.

Jim Hendry,                 
South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Janet Steele,                
Bellbank TARA.

Ann Marie Stanley,    
Tenants Priority Team.

Apologies.

Anne Cameron,          
Treetops TARA.

Frank Dawson,            
East Ayrshire Federation.

Naomi Dawson,          
Gauchhalland TARA.

1).Welcome, Hugh welcomed both Mary and Colin to their first Region 6 committee meeting.

2, Minutes of previous meeting.

These were proposed by Bill Martin and seconded by Hugh Wilson Fraser.

3) Matters arising:

The 3rd AGM at Ayr

Our AGM, Ronald has not received any correction from same to date, in fact had a few emails to say, well done, regarding the AGM Minutes. Jim commented, “A job well done” to Ronald.  The AGM Minutes were proposed by Janet Gemmel and seconded by Mary McCartney was stated as a correct account of the AGM. Jim commented that no one had got back to him from RTO Representation.  Ann Marie advised that they still require a representative from South Ayrshire and that there is a lady from Troon Harbour interested.  Janet & Jim, are more than happy to invite this lady, to their next meeting. Everyone agreed that Anne should invite the new member to the next meeting and to the event on the 18 May 2010 in Glasgow.   The revised Constitution and code of conduct will require to be signed, Ronald will progress.

Report on Ministerial Meeting

Hugh gave an update on the submission of the HRA paper on the 22nd March 2010 at the chairs regular quarterly meeting with the Minister.   A meeting is to be arranged with Audit Scotland and COSLA; and for the networks to consider Revised Guidance – On Monitoring the Housing Revenue Account. The Bill going through Parliament, and oral evidence was given by Danny Mullen, Region 4, on behalf of the networks; Danny was congratulated by the committee on his excellent performance.  The next meeting with the Minister is scheduled for June 2010.  If the chair cannot attend meetings, the vice chair must be asked to attend, if not, then must be opened to a Region 6 committee member, and not a substitute from another Region and expenses will be paid.   

Danny is also the regional representative on the Ministerial Sounding Board set up by the Minister to consider the Bill as it progresses through Parliament and matters which may arise.  Tenants’ involvement is supported; Social Housing - The use of this title is not popular, community housing is preferred.

Expenses for Regional Networks
Agree in principal at the Chair & Secretaries meeting.  A response to Ronald’s email regarding expenses was given which the committee were happy to agree. 

Eviction of Tenants with Rent Arrears 

The committee read through the consultation questions and agreed their response; this will be submitted by Ronald on behalf of the committee.

Progress report networking  sessions National Event for 18th May 2010.

Ann Marie gave an update on the programme and encouraged everyone to attend.  Over all we have done well in Region 6.

Regional web-site overview.

Colin, Naomi and Frank as back up.

West Dunbartonshire.

This area is not involved with the regional networks as yet as it was initially twinned with Argyll and Bute, but this did not suit everyone concerned.  The Chairs & Secretaries agreed would like them to become more involved and should focus to get all local authorities involved.

5) Regional network Training.

Some felt one of the days was to managerial. Over all the session were good.  Feedback will be used to develop a tailored training pack for every committee member.  

6) Treasurers Report. 

In Frank’s absence, Ann Marie issues expenses and Marie has arranged for a top up of money in to the bank account.

7) Any other competent business.

Housing supply, time for concentrated finance, Jim advised that South Ayrshire, 42 new houses, have been applied for, with the result that rents are going to become sky high.  £30,000 per house from the Government is far from enough, thus the tenants have to pick up the difference.  This is done by increasing the rents.  Housing Associations, receive £70,000, but have less time to pay the loan back.   Region 6, thinks the Scottish Government, should take out a 30 year loan, which could give to local authority for house building.

8) Consultation with RTOs on the Charter

The committee will agreed a news letter should come out soon, to cover future events, i.e. Housing Charter.  Awareness on the Housing Charter is a very important issue that we must get tenants involved/engaged with.  Ann Marie asked how your landlord consults with the Register Tenants Organisations on the Housing Bill.  The committee discussed how to engage with other RTOs, over the next six months as we require additional contact with RTOs to achieve our goal – we will do this by: 

· Meetings = When is it best to hold same.

· Venue = Visit different areas.

· Time = Am, Pm or Evenings.

· Arrange meetings for September/October and invite others RTOs to attend.

This will be the main agenda item for the next meeting.

9) Date, Venue and Time of Next Meeting,

The Box House, Cumnock, 24th June at 10.30 am.

Hugh, thanked everyone for their time and for coming to the meeting, and wished every one a safe journey home.            
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