   Region 6, Committee Meeting Minutes.

                           
Box House, 24th June 2010.

Present:-

Hugh Wilson Fraser:- Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald A. Ritchie:-     Lochmaben TARA.

Jim Hendry:-                South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Mary McCartney:-      Gretna TARA.

Anne Cameron:-         Treetops TARA.

Moira Young:-             Troon Harbour TARA.

Naomi Dawson:-         Gauchhalland TARA.

Frank Dawson:-           East Ayrshire Federation.

Janet Steele:-               Bellbank TARA.

Janet Gemmell:-          West Drive Tenants Assoc.

Ann Marie Stanley:- 
Tenant Priority Team.

Apologies:-

Colin McGilvray:-         East Ayrshire.

Bill Martin:-                   Dalbeattie TARA.

1). 
Welcome 

Hugh opened the meeting by welcoming every present.

Ann Marie responded by given hearty congratulation on behalf of the committee on receiving his MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honour List. Hugh replied that he was delighted with this honour and telling us who had given their congratulation to him.

2).
Minutes of Previous Meeting  

Proposed By Janet Gemmell and seconded by Mary McCartney.

3).
Matters arising.

The quarterly Ministerial Meeting has been postponed till 14th Sept 2010.

There is a meeting with Regional network representatives and Audit Meeting on 28th June 2010 to discuss the HRA, the committee will be kept advised of progress.

Congratulation to Region 6 for submitting a response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on ‘Eviction of Tenants in the Social Rented Sector’.
Regional Network Event, 18 May in Glasgow - Region 6 were overall impressed by the days events.  One issue raised was that questions from delegates should be taken before any prepared questions.  The feedback report had been circulated to all network committee members.  Ronald wished to highlight that it was stated at conference that secretaries are inundated with too much paper work, i.e. correspondence, thus do not have time to read and digest contents. 

Workshops:- ti was commented on that no one introduced them self’s,  Ronald responded that was the first thing we did in our two workshops, i.e. folks were asked to say who they were and from where.  Ann Marie suggested that this had highlighted some training issues that would discussed.  Ann Marie informed the committee, that one can put them self’s forward to be on the organisation committee, for arranging conferences etc.

Website:-

Naomi & Frank were not at the training sessions on same.

The committee advised that they were not happy about certain emails containing remarks about members of staff, that the remarks were uncalled for.  Ann Marie thanked the committee.  

Naomi, is standing down from the website maintenance.

Frank and Colin, have now taken on the role, of keeping and updating the website.  

Ann Marie, thanked Naomi, for her input to date on the website.

Regional Network Training:-

A tailored programme ahs been developed by the CIH taking on board the feedback for the pilot events and will be rolled out to every committee member.  There was a discussion about members attending and the difficulty members had with their busy diaries to be available balanced with the need to provide suitable training.

4)
Scottish Social Housing Charter 

The bill has now completed stage one.

Formal consultation on the Charter will be begin February 2011 /March 2011.

Ann Marie advised that the Tenant Priorities Team will be holding a series of stakeholder events across Scotland from August to October on the Scottish Social Housing Charter. The events have been arranged in partnership with the RTO Regional Networks and landlords. The aim is to bring together tenants, tenant representatives, RSL board members, Councillors and staff to facilitate discussion on key issues around the Charter, and members of SHR staff will also be involved.
DGHP has agreed to host a n event Easterbrook Hall, Crichton, Dumfries on 21st August.  A discussion followed on how the committee could consult with their members and get support from their lanldlords, the committee will progress.

5)
Treasurers Report 

Frank gave a report and confirmed the spend and that a top up was received.

6)
Chairs Report:-

Dumfries & Galloway Local Housing Strategy - Hugh was very pleased going to be attending a meeting of same.

Hugh said that he had raised at chairs & secretaries meeting that if council houses are to be built, the councils should be given the money from Scottish Government and not from the rent payers.

Ann Marie advised that a copy of ‘Housing, Fresh Thinking, New Ideas’ consultation document is being sent to all RTO‘s and that the committee should discuss with their RTOs and should respond and put forward any good ideas regarding Housing for the future.

There are and is still families living in poor quality homes thus these homes do not meet the Quality Building Standards.

Homeless Act – There is to be no homeless by the year 2012, we feel this target will never be achieved, due to the time limit imposed.

There is a great deal of fresh thinking required.

7)
Any other competent business
a) Anne Cameron has emailed about the use of the term ‘Social Housing’ to various people including the Minister Alex Neil.  The name Social Housing implies, the tenants are all on the social/welfare and not employed.  Anne read out a reply she has prepared to respond to the Scottish Government which highlighted that community housing was preferred and a much better term than social housing.  The committee agreed with Anne’s response.

b) Congratulation was given to Gauchhalland for receiving the coveted, Francis Nelson Award.

c) TPAS Annual Conference.

The committee agreed that the Regional Networks should present a workshop on the Regions or Housing Charter.

Ann Marie forwarded to committee members the leaflet on TPAS’s launch of ‘Tenants Voice Week’ and suggested we read this out at our next meeting of local Tenants & Residents Groups.

8)
Date of next meeting: 

This will be on the 19th August 2010 at 10-30 am in the Box House, Cumnock.

Hugh, thanked everyone for their time and for coming to the meeting, and wished every one a safe journey home.            
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