Minutes of Region 6, Held on Thursday, 3rd February 2011 at
Auchinleck Bowling Club at 10.30am.

PRESENT
Hugh Wilson Fraser MBE, Locharbriggs TARA.

Ronald A. Ritchie, Lochmaben TARA. 

Jim Hendry, South Ayrshire Tenants Group.

Janet Gemmell, West Drive Tenants Assoc.

Mary McCartney, Gretna TARA.

Anne Cameron, Treetops TARA.

Naomi Dawson, Gauchalland TARA.

Ann Marie Stanley, Scottish Government.

Apologies 

Janet Steele, Bellsbank TARA.

Colin McGilvray, Catrine TARA. 

Frank Dawson, East Ayrshire TARA. 

Moira Young, Troon Harbour.

Previous Minutes
The minutes of last meeting were proposed by Mary McCartney and seconded by Anne Cameron.

Matters Arising 
The Housing Bill is now an Act of Parliament and will be known as the Housing (Scotland) Act 2011.   The work and contributions by the 9 regions was greatly appreciated in getting this Bill through to better reflect the views of tenants throughout Scotland.
Scottish Social Housing Charter 

Jim has been attending the advisory group which is a short life working group set up to oversee the Charter development and the Draft Paper which is due to be sent out to landlords and RTOs later this month.  
Chairs/Secretaries Meeting

Jim will attend the chairs and secretaries meetings in place off Ronald as there is no public transport suitable for Ronald to travel to Edinburgh.

Web-site
Still not up to date, was raised in previous minutes.  Naomi will ask Frank to progress this as the committee are keen to have the website up to date and that if he is having difficulties can he contact Greg for assistance on getting the minutes etc onto the website.
There is great deal of work and administration involved in running and keeping the web-site up to date and the committee appreciate Frank progressing this.  
Chairs Report
a) Anne Cook advised that there will be cuts in next years Housing and Regeneration budget and a 20% reduction applied to the tenant participation budget.   Anne assured members that adequate resources would still be made available to support the Networks.  However, managing the budget would mean looking at directing resources towards supporting those Networks who most require it. 
b) Due to the up coming Scottish Parliament elections Danny Mullen of Region 4 will be writing to all the political parties to make them aware of the role and work of the regional networks.  

c) HRA  - network reps have received no response from COSLA and the new guidelines should be available during Summer 2011. 
d) Right to Buy –the new booklets will be issued to tenants and landlords during February 2011.

e) In relation to the paper produced by the networks in declining communities – civil servants will be looking into this issue.  

g) Housing Benefit Reforms – the committee discussed the negative impact for both claimants and social landlords.  Particular concern was expressed to the proposed 10% cut for those in receipt of long-term Job Seekers Allowance; it was felt this will be a complete disaster, for poorer families, if they don’t find a job within a set time they could have their benefits cut.  Partial withdrawal of benefit from single tenants occupying a house with more than one bedroom was of great concern and the additional pressures placed on attaining the 2012 homelessness targets.  April 2011 will be when the housing benefits will be affected for private lets and 2013 Benefits will effected for social landlord tenants.

h) The need to build more council houses was discussed and the need to talk to developers to get them to build more social houses and the variety of ways in which the government and landlords were looking into making resources go further.  
CIH Training 

There are further training opportunities for committee members and everyone has been issued a letter and asked to get back to the tenants priorities team:

· 2nd & 11 March Policy Training, in Highlander House, 10.30am to 3.30pmtraining
· 3rd march & 10th March, training at Highlander House, team building and leadership 

An interest shown for training by Jim and Mary. These two have to confirm if attending by 18th February to Heather Wilson, tenants priorities team.
Treasurer’s Report 

There was no treasurer’s report as absent due to illness.

AOCB
There was a letter in Dumfries & Galloway Standard – new homes for mid market rent which could be around £90 per week.  In 5 to 10 years time, the tenant will be offered the house for purchase.  The question was raised, What if the tenant can not afford to buy?  Hugh awaiting a reply from Jim O’Neil.

Consumer Focus Scotland 

Anne Cameron will continue in this role as at present and will keep the committee informed of any issues arising.

Homes Fit for the 21st Century
Ann Marie advised that the Scottish Governments strategy and action plan for housing over the next decade will be sent to every landlord, RTO and network committee member.   The paper sets out our vision for housing, and identifies the wide range of actions that we need to achieve this.  .  

AGM

On the agenda will be the AGM which will be 14th April, 10.30am at Ayr.   
Ann Marie to progress and secure a venue.

Date & Venue of next meeting 
8th March, 10.30 am in Auchinleck Bowling Club.
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