Report from the Regional Chairs Meeting 

with the Minister Mr Alex Neil MSP

held at the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 19th January, 2011

At the earlier meeting of all regional Chairs , it was decided that Mr Hugh McClung  would act as Chairperson for the meeting and the Minister agreed.

Mr Green advised the meeting he had already submitted a letter to the Minister, with issues and was waiting for a reply.  The issues were the need for the organisation called COSLA, their remit and the amount of councillors who were involved and how many?
He also advised the meeting on the Housing Policy Advisory Group from the 25th of June, 2010 on the Choice Fairness and making better use of housing and the policy on allocation especially of Sheltered Housing Flats for the elderly, also the possibility of the regeneration of any of the empty cottages in Aberdeenshire being left to fall into ruin.  Mr Green agreed to wait for the reply, rather than raise these issues at the meeting with the Minister today agreed.

The issues to be raised today would be on the questions of, the “Decline in the communities” submitted by Mr Allan,  the update on the HRA position, the impact of Westminster Budget cuts, the Proposed Housing Benefit changes and the New Housing Act.

Question No 1

 The meeting with Mr Alex Neil Minister for Housing.  

The Minister gave firstly the report on the No Consultation from COSL HRA and advised the meeting of the guidelines that have and are being produced the date has been given as the month of February 2011.

Question No 2

The Minister gave a very full report on the Budget and the figures given by the Westminster Parliament with a 40% cut in 2011 and a 25% in 2012.  He would hope that new money would be found from the private sector and various pension funds would become available also working with developers for the housing sector.
Question No 3

On the question of the implication of the proposed Housing Benefit changes.  These changes have been fully discussed and it is extremely serious causing many changes and the effect it will have on many areas of housing that will be effected by these cuts.  To date there has been no consultation to date from Westminster.  A paper was produced (know the score on welfare reform) from Inclusion Scotland and the scale of the proposed benefit cuts.

Question No 4

The Housing Act .  Timetable has been excellent and the effect of the blank sheet of paper was very successful, with the date set for 20th February 2011.  He stated that no problems were seen only that the date set for the closure of Parliament was the 22nd March for the election in May.

Supplementary questions were asked on this I ssue regarding rent setting and rent arrears.

The Minister thanked the group and discussed the paper that was produced by Mr Eric Allan from Region 2 on the Regeneration of Areas in Scotland.  Mr Neil  went on to explain that a sub group would be formed to deal with all the developments necessary to enable the working group to ensure all areas are coverd and will produce a planned strategy plan for the years ahead.

Mr McClung went on to thank the minister for his support to the regions and for taking time to discuss the problems the regions were experiencing.  He wished Mr Neil every success in the forthcoming elections and how grateful the chairs from all the regions had received the support of the Minister.
Mr Neil responded by thanking the Regins for their support over the years of service.

The meeting closed at 1.45pm and the chairs retired to attend the working lunch with the secretaries of each region at 2pm at Thistle House, Edinburgh.

Mr Stanley Green MBE

Acting Chairperson for Region 2
