East Dunbartonshire and Lanarkshire Regional Network

Minutes

11th August 2011

Highlander House

Waterloo Street

Glasgow

Attendance: 

Allan Todd, Chairperson. 

Peter Winnie, Secretary. 

Jeanette Arneil. Member 

John Colquhoun, Member 

Gordon Encinias, Member. 

Joan Holton, Member 

Susan McLellan, Scottish Government. 

Heather Wilson, Scottish Government. 

Apologies: 

David Abercrombie 

Welcome: 

Allan welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 

Minutes: 

Approval proposed by Jeanette Arneil and seconded by Gordon Encinias. 

Matters Arising: 

A Discussion ensued with regard to letter received from North Lanarkshire Federation of Tenants and Residents Associations. This letter concerned a member of N.L.F. who caused some distress to a member of our committee. 

It was eventually agreed that we would take no further action and accept the explanation given by the N.L.F. Our decision was taken in the interests of maintaining harmony between groups who have a common aim and purpose. 

Joan Holton then enquired as to the letter that was sent to the Tenant Information Service concerning one of their members. The committee once again decided to take no further action at this time but reserved the right to make comment on any action that attempted to downgrade the Regional Networks. 

Allan enquired as to the reason that T.I.S has an office in Coatbridge. John and Peter gave an explanation as to the historic reasons that resulted in this situation. The Coatbridge Federation had worked to establish a creditable organisation within the Coatbridge area and to this end had entered into negotiations with North Lanarkshire Council. The result of which North Lanarkshire Council agreed to provide funding in order that Coatbridge could provide a support system for its members. This resulted in the provision of a fully equipped office facility in the centre of the town.  T.I.S. was then invited by Coatbridge Federation to assist Coatbridge in developing a North Lanarkshire wide Tenant and Resident Association. Further funding was negotiated with North Lanarkshire Council and Anne Marie Stanley of Communities Scotland to further this end. Coatbridge then provided T.I.S with office facilities in order to assist in this task more easily than travelling from Glasgow. 

This office is totally under the control of North Lanarkshire Federation of Tenants and Residents as does not belong to T.I.S. 

Susan then explained in order to be a member of a Regional Committee a person must be a member of a Registered Tenant/Resident Association. This fact is defined by the constitution and cannot be overlooked. 

Cumbernauld still want to meet with us and are still interested in providing a member to our committee. Meeting to be arranged. Wilma Knox from Cumbernauld Partnership appears to be the named person. Susan will follow this up. 

Matters Raised: 

Susan advised that she will be commencing her review of the Regional Networks starting with the items raised at the forthcoming conference. This report is anticipated to be completed by December 2001. 

A discussion ensued with regard to the Sheltered Housing cost issues raised by Region 1. Susan will Email Stanley and Van in order to determine the criteria that they require in order to assist them with their survey. Allan will also contact Aberdeen with regard to this matter. It appears that some sheltered housing is lying empty due to the excessive charges imposed and that these premises are being allocated to homeless persons. It was noted that home owners can also apply for sheltered housing and that they can also be eligible for adaptations to their home. 

The issue of the proposed Welfare Reforms was again discussed as this is causing grave concern to the Tenant and Resident Associations. Rita Smart is currently on the sounding board committee that is looking into this 

Proposal and Susan has been asked to obtain information from Rita, in order that we can make comments relating this issue. The Scottish Government will oppose the Welfare Reforms where they feel they are bad. The welfare bill is however, is not a referred subject and is therefore a West Minister issue.
It appears that our designated recipient of Email correspondence, namely Jeanette has not been receiving all of the subject material. Susan will check that Jeanette is on the current Mailing list. 

Once again the issue of lack of time for proper consultation processes was highlighted. It never seems to register that volunteer groups have limited opportunities to discuss at length major proposals. 

It was agreed that Gordon Encinias will assume the permanent role of Treasurer. This is to allow David to concentrate on his Web Site responsibilities.
The meetings with Local Authorities which could not take place as hoped will be arranged at a later date. Visits to RTOs to be placed on hold at the moment. Perhaps the way forward is to meet with the Local Authorities who in turn can liaise with their own RTO's. 

The training sessions that have been arranged have not as yet been completed by all members. It is therefore essential that submissions to attend should be forwarded as soon as possible. 

It was agreed that the subsistence level should be raised from its current figure of £3.50 to that of £5.00 in order to more accurately reflect the present cost of meals. 

Correspondence: 

Letter received from North Lanarkshire Tenant and Residents Associations re Elaine McCondachie. A reply will be forwarded. 

Report from Steve Byrne (Region 1) on meeting with ministers in Fort William. Jeanette has information on this meeting. 

As all relevant business has now been completed the chair thanked everyone for their participation and commitment, closed the meeting. 

Date of Next Meeting: 

29th September 2011
Highlander House Glasgow
10.30 Hours.

