Minutes of meeting of Region 2 Northern Lights Committee 0n 27th October 2011 at Johnstone House, Rose Street Aberdeen

Members Present:

Stanley Green 
Diana Foxcroft 
Richard (Van) Leiper 
Trudi Allan
Paul McMenemy
Apologies were submitted by Helen McPherson.

1.   Minutes of the previous meeting on 1st September were read an their content agreed.

2.  There were no matters arising from these minutes.

3.  Stanley, having welcomed Trudy to the meeting,  produced correspondence from Tenants First relating to his enquiry regarding Housing Support Charges which did not give clear answers to his questions.   In this matter,  Stanley has still had no details from CoSLA but Aberdeenshire Council has released figures in response to a freedom of information request.
      A letter from Aidan Grisewood relating to the Social Housing Charter was  also placed before the Committee.

 4.   A response to the consultation on the Social Housing Charter had been submitted to the Scottish Government as discussed at the September meeting and the Committee were now invited to agree a further response to the final consultation, based in part on the discussions in a  Tenant Assessor working group and the in meetings with the SHR.  
5.    The duties of the Treasurer were discussed with regard to recording all income and expenditure and the need to produce a comprehensive report at least half yearly with a full audited report for presentation at an AGM.   The treasurer agreed to open an account book showing  all transactions.  The constitution needs to be clear on the requirements for accounting. 

6.     Membership of the Committee which is now at a perilously low state was discussed and the Secretary reported on his efforts to promote interest in the regional network   The 
Moray Tenants Open Day scheduled for the 20th of October was cancelled and is now planned for early in the New Year.  Efforts to enroll suitable members must be continued.

      The Secretary reported that as neither Lenny Lawrence nor Gregor McAbery had responded to correspondence regarding their non attendance at meetings without submitted apologies, hew had written to their Organisations and in the absence of any replies, the requisite time having elapsed ,  these two Committee members were now deemed to have resigned their appointments.

      Information had been received that FRANRA  (Fraserburgh North Residents Association) were to have their Registration with Aberdeenshire  Council revoked which would imply the loss of Diana as a Committee Member.

7.1    Under AOCB, the question of a suitable memorial to Eric was discussed and it was felt that an appropriate one would be a plaque of some description mounted in the Foyer of Aberdeen City Council offices at the Town Hall.   Paul was asked to discuss with Carol  Hannaford the possibility of the Tenant Participation Team and the Regional Networks contributing jointly to such a memorial.
7.2    The need for training of new Committee members and refresher training was discussed this would have to be arranged through the Government support team.

Date of next meeting 15th December, 2011 at Johnston House.

